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John  H.  Stcinhcrt  — 
Ex- Attorney  Active  in 
Jewish,  Civic  Affairs 

John  H.  Steinhart,  retired  San 
Francisco  attorney  and  Jewish 
community  leader,  died  Tuesday 
at  Sequoia  Hospital  in  Redwood 
City  from  complications  relating 
to  lung  cancer.  He  was  77  years  old. 

Mr.  Steinhart  was  a  third-gen 
eration  member  of  a  San  Francisco 
family  that  has  played  an  impor 
tant  role  in  Jewish  and  community 
affairs  since  the  Gold  Rush. 

His  grandfather,  William,  emi 
grated  from  Germany  in  1848  and 
was  president  of  the  Eureka  Be 
nevolent  Society  and  a  founder  of 
Temple  Emanu-El.  His  father,  Jes 
se,  was  a  prominent  attorney  and 
civic  leader  who  in  1910  founded 
the  Steinhart  Law  Firm,  now 
called  Steinhart  and  Falconer.  He 
also  was  a  regent  of  the  University 
of  Calif  ornia. 

His  mother,  Amy  Sussman 
Steinhart,  was  a  founder  of  the 
San  Francisco  League  of  Women 
Voters  and  a  member  of  the  state 
Board  of  Education. 

Mr.  Steinhart  graduated  from 
Stanford  University  in  1938  and  re 
ceived  his  law  degree  from  the  uni 
versity  hi  1941.  He  worked  briefly 
for  Attorney  General  Earl  Warren. 

When  World  War  n  broke  out, 
he  served  as  a  Navy  lieutenant 
commander  in  the  Pacific  Theater. 
After  the  war,  he  joined  the  Stein 
hart  law  firm  and  became  its  man 
aging  director.  He  retired  in  1982. 

Mr.  Steinhart  was  active  in  a 
large  number  of  civic  and  Jewish 
organizations.  He  was  director  of 
the  Jewish  Community  Federation 
of  San  Francisco,  the  Peninsula, 
Marin  and  Sonoma  counties  and 
was  president  in  1969  and  1970.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  national 
board  of  the  American  Jewish 
Committee. 

He  also  was  an  adviser  to  the 
federal  Civil  Rights  Commission 
and  served  for  many  years  as  a  di 
rector  of  Mount  Zion  Hospital  and 
as  a  director  of  the  Jewish  Commu 
nity  Bulletin. 


Mr  Steinhart  is  survived  by  his 
wife,  Helene,  of  Portola  Valley, 
sons  David  of  Mill  Valley,  Peter  of 
Palo  Alto,  John  of  Atherton  and 
Steven  of  Menlo  Park;  a  daughter, 
Jessica  Deschaux,  of  Paris,  France; 
a  sister,  Louise  Steinhart  Loeb  of 
New  York;  and  seven  grandchild 
ren. 

A  private  service  is  planned. 
The  family  requests  donations  to 
the  John  H.  Steinhart  Endowment 
Fund  for  Children  and  Families,  in 
care  of  Jewish  Family  and  Chil 
dren's  Services,  1600Scott  Street, 
San  Francisco. 

—  Ken  Hoover 
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PREFACE 


The  Jewish  Community  Federation  Leadership  Oral  History  Project  was 
initiated  in  1990,  under  the  sponsorship  of  the  Jewish  Community 
Endowment  Fund,  to  record  the  recent  history  of  the  Jewish  Welfare 
Federation.   Through  oral  histories  with  the  thirteen  living  past 
presidents  of  the  Federation,  the  project  seeks  to  document  Jewish 
philanthropy  in  the  West  Bay  as  spearheaded  by  the  Federation  during  the 
past  half -century. 

The  Jewish  community  can  take  pride  in  the  manner  in  which  it  has, 
through  the  years,  assumed  the  traditional  Jewish  role  of  providing  for 
the  less  fortunate.   Organized  Jewish  philanthropy  in  San  Francisco  began 
in  1850  with  the  Eureka  Benevolent  Association,  today's  Jewish  Family  and 
Children's  Service  Agency.  With  the  organization  in  1910  of  the 
Federation  of  Jewish  Charities,  the  community  took  the  major  step  of 
coordinating  thirteen  separate  social  service  agencies.   The  funding  of 
local  services  was  absorbed  by  the  Community  Chest  when  the  Federation 
affiliated  with  it  in  1922.   Soon  thereafter,  the  need  was  seen  for  an 
organization  to  support  the  financial  needs  of  national  and  overseas 
agencies.   This  led  to  the  formation  of  the  Jewish  National  Welfare  Fund 
in  1925,  which  pioneered  in  conducting  a  single  annual  campaign  for 
Jewish  needs  outside  of  San  Francisco.   The  Federation  of  Jewish 
Charities  and  the  Jewish  National  Welfare  Fund  merged  in  1955,  becoming 
the  Jewish  Welfare  Federation,  the  forerunner  of  the  present  Jewish 
Community  Federation  of  San  Francisco,  the  Peninsula,  Mar in  and  Sonoma 
Counties. 

This  oral  history  project  was  conceived  by  Phyllis  Cook,  executive 
director  of  the  Jewish  Community  Endowment  Fund,  and  Eleanor  Glaser,  the 
oral  historian  who  had  just  completed  the  oral  history  of  Sanford  M. 
Treguboff,  the  late  executive  director  of  the  Federation.   They  realized 
that  1990  would  be  the  thirty- fifth  year  of  the  Jewish  Welfare  Federation 
and  that  it  was  none  too  soon  to  try  to  capture  the  insights  and 
experiences  of  the  Federation's  first  presidents.   Not  only  would  these 
leaders  be  able  to  document  the  dynamic  history  of  the  Federation,  but 
they  could  link  that  to  the  activities  of  several  other  agencies  since 
all  had  prepared  themselves  for  their  services  as  Federation  president  by 
working  in  one  or  another  capacity  in  the  earlier  Jewish  charitable 
institutions . 

Thus,  it  was  anticipated  that  through  the  recollections  of  these 
Federation  presidents  it  might  be  also  possible  to  understand  the  driving 
motivations  and  principles  of  those  pioneer  leaders  and  the  forces  they 
dealt  with  during  the  building  of  the  Bay  Area  Jewish  community. 


ii 


Phyllis  Cook,  in  consultation  with  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
Jewish  Community  Endowment  Fund,  worked  with  the  Regional  Oral  History 
Office  of  The  Bancroft  Library,  University  of  California,  Berkeley,  to 
carry  out  the  project.   Direction  of  the  project  was  as.v.uned  by  Eleanor 
Glaser,  the  office  research  editor  for  Jewish  history  suojects. 

In  the  oral  history  process  the  interviewer  works  closely  with  the 
memoirist  in  the  preliminary  research  and  in  setting  up  topics  for 
discussion.   For  the  Federation  project,  Eleanor  Glaser  conducted 
extensive  research  in  the  Federation  Board  minutes  in  order  to  determine 
critical  events,  committee  assignments,  and  the  pressing  needs  during 
each  president's  term  of  office.   The  interviews  are  informal 
conversations  that  are  tape  recorded,  transcribed,  edited  by  the 
interviewer  for  continuity  and  clarity,  checked  and  approved  by  the 
interviewee,  and  then  final  typed.   The  oral  history  manuscripts  are  open 
to  research  in  libraries  nationwide.   Copies  of  the  Federation  project 
oral  histories  will  be  available  in  the  Federation  Library;  The  Bancroft 
Library;  the  Department  of  Special  Collections,  Library,  UCLA;  and  in 
other  libraries  interested  in  collecting  source  material  on  this  subject. 

Sam  Ladar,  president  of  the  Jewish  Welfare  Federation  in  1965  and 
1966,  was  the  first  interviewee.  As  the  initial  oral  history  for  the 
project,  general  Federation  information  such  as  early  board  minutes, 
lists  of  officers,  etc.,  have  been  included  in  the  Ladar  volume. 
Researchers  are  advised  to  start  there. 

The  Regional  Oral  History  Office  was  established  in  1954  to  record 
the  lives  of  persons  who  have  contributed  significantly  to  the  history  of 
California  and  the  West.   The  Office  is  administered  by  The  Bancroft 
Library.   Over  the  years  the  Office  has  documented  a  number  of  leaders  in 
the  California  Jewish  community.   The  Office  is  honored  to  have  this 
opportunity  to  document  Jewish  philanthropy  in  the  San  Francisco  Bay 
Area. 


Eleanor  Glaser,  Project  Director 
Leadership  of  the  Jewish  Community 
Federation  Oral  History  Project 


Willa  Baum,  Division  Head 
Regional  Oral  History  Office 


January  1992 

Regional  Oral  History  Office 

The  Bancroft  Library 

University  of  California,  Berkeley 
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INTRODUCTION- -by  Louis  Weintraub 


In  many  respects,  I'm  quite  subjective  about  John.   He  is  one  of  the 
few  figures  from  out  of  my  Federation  past  with  whom  I  remained  in  touch 
on  a  fairly  regular  basis  while  still  in  the  Bay  Area.   I  still  lunch 
with  him  whenever  I  can  schedule  visits  to  the  San  Francisco  Peninsula. 

I  have  a  tremendous  amount  of  respect  for  John.   When  he  took  office 
as  Federation  president  he  walked  into  a  veritable  minefield.   He  had  to 
deal  with  the  touchy  problem  of  succession  within  the  executive  ranks. 
While  on  the  outside,  this  may  have  appeared  to  be  simple  and  routine,  it 
was  to  those  on  the  inside  a  troublesome  and  potentially  crisis -producing 
situation.   The  executive  vice  president  had  announced  for  years  his 
intention  of  retiring  in  1970  when  he  reached  age  sixty.   The  Federation 
leadership  along  with  the  incumbent  had  indicated  their  desire  as  well  as 
their  intention  for  the  executive  director  to  succeed  the  executive  vice- 
president  in  1970.   Nevertheless,  as  the  year  1970  began  to  come  into 
view  the  executive  vice-president  seemed  to  evidence  a  reluctance  to 
retire  and  it  is  to  John  Steinhart's  credit  that  he  was  able  to  honor  the 
commitment  made  to  the  executive  director  and  still  enable  the  then 
executive  vice-president  to  retire  gracefully  and  receive  emeritus 
status . 

There  followed  the  difficult  task  of  helping  the  Federation 
transition  itself  between  two  different  executive  styles.   One  of  the 
major  accomplishments  during  John's  tenure  was  the  development  of  a  joint 
planning  and  budgeting  process,  accomplished  by  merging  the  separate 
social  planning  and  budgeting  systems  into  a  single  structure,  to  be 
overseen  by  what  came  to  be  known  as  the  Committee  of  100.   It  was  a 
remarkable  concept,  posing  as  it  did  the  reality  of  interdependence 
between  planning  and  budgeting;  a  concept  which  remains  relevant  even  to 
this  day. 

Prior  to  his  assuming  the  Federation  presidency,  John  had  evidenced 
intense  loyalty  to  the  Federation  and  its  operations.   He  served  twice  as 
a  campaign  chairman  and  then,  when  events  forced  a  selected  chairman  to 
forego  appointment,  John  stepped  into  his  place  and  became  campaign 
chairman  for  the  third  time. 

John  Steinhart  was  firmly  focused  in  the  direction  of  strong 
community  relations.   He  was  active  in  the  local  JCRC  and  had  a  special 
warm  spot  nationally  for  the  American  Jewish  Committee. 


John's  love  for  community  is  also  focused  in  the  Jewish  Family  and 
Children's  Service  where  there  is  a  history  of  Steinhart  family 
involvement  which  goes  back  a  number  of  years.   Even  within  recency,  he 
was  brought  back  into  utilization  by  being  asked  to  head  an  endowment 
fund  development  process,  a  task  which  he  successfully  started  and  which 
others  then  improved  upon. 

For  me,  John  Steinhart 's  strength  is  his  directness  and 
forcefulness .   There  are  no  subtleties.   What  you  see  is  what  you  get. 
And  what  you  get  is  good  indeed. 

Louis  Weintraub 

Former  Executive  Vice-President 
San  Francisco  Jewish  Welfare  Federation 

November  1991 

San  Francisco,  California 


vi 


INTRODUCTION --by  Melvin  M.  Swig 


John  Steinhart  has  been  known  to  me  as  a  close  and  good  friend  for 
over  forty  years.  It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  be  asked  to  write  this 
introduction. 

My  first  memory  of  John  was  in  1947  when  his  father  was  my  father's 
and  my  family's  attorney.  John  was  a  member  of  that  firm.   Our 
friendship  started  at  that  time.  We  both  became  involved  in  Jewish 
organizations  and  work  in  the  Jewish  Community,  mainly  in  Federation  work 
and  the  American  Jewish  Committee. 

John  was  a  great  leader  in  our  community.   He  always  strived  for 
perfection.   He  frequently  would  say,  "No,  it  can't  be  done"  and  then  set 
about  getting  it  done.   It  almost  became  his  trademark.   Because  of  this 
drive  to  accomplish  the  inaccomplishable,  he  soon  became  a  leader  in  the 
Jewish  Community.   He  went  through  all  the  Chairs  of  our  Federation.   He 
gave  of  his  time,  money,  and  leadership.   He  built  a  firm  base  of 
constituency  with  the  young  people  of  the  community.   Some  of  these  young 
folks  became  future  leaders  of  the  Federation  as  well  as  the  leaders  of 
AJC. 

I  remember  well  a  trip  that  John,  Marshall  Kuhn,  and  I  made  for  the 
Federation  in  1961.  We  observed  the  process  of  saving  Jews  from  Rumania 
during  our  stay  in  Vienna.  We  learned  how  we  could  help  the  poor  Jewish 
people  in  Morocco.  We  learned  that  bouillabaisse  was  a  soup,  not  a  meat 
dish  in  Marseille.  We  saw  the  soup  kitchens  for  North  African  Jews  in 
Paris.  We  learned  how  to  help  raise  money  at  home  for  these  projects --a 
fine  experience  where  John  exhibited  his  leadership. 

John  went  on  to  become  the  President  of  the  Jewish  Community 
Federation,  working  very  closely  with  Sanford  Treguboff  to  help  the 
Federation  continue  its  fine  growth  to  where  it  is  today. 

During  this  same  period  of  time,  John  was  leading  the  American 
Jewish  Committee  to  a  far  stronger  position  on  a  local  basis  as  well  as 
nationally.   He  served  not  only  as  chairman  of  the  local  chapter  but  was 
a  national  vice  president  and  continued  to  do  this  for  very  many  years. 
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After  his  retirement  from  his  law  firm,  he  and  Helen  settled  down  in 
Portola  Valley  and  although  some  health  problems  have  interfered 
somewhat,  he  seems  to  be  thriving  during  his  retirement. 


Melvin  M.  Swig 

Former  president,  Jewish  Community 
Federation 


March  1991 

San  Francisco,  California 
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INTERVIEW  HISTORY- -John  H.  Steinhart 


The  Jewish  Community  Leadership  Oral  History  Project,  sponsored  by 
the  Jewish  Community  Endowment  Fund,  documents  the  careers  of  past 
presidents  of  the  San  Francisco-based  Federation.  John  H.  Steinhart,  who 
was  the  fourth  Federation  president  interviewed  in  this  series,  has  the 
distinction  of  heading  up  three  Federation  campaigns  as  chairman  or 
co-chairman.  Another  distinction  is  that  four  generations  of  Steinharts 
have  been  involved  with  the  Jewish  Family  Service  Agency:  William 
Steinhart,  Mr.  Steinhart 's  grandfather,  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
agency  and  served  as  its  president;  William's  daughter  Hilda  was  on  the 
board;  John  Steinhart  was  president  in  1951  and  1952;  and  his  son  David 
is  currently  a  board  member. 

Now  retired  from  the  law  firm  of  Steinhart  and  Falconer  and  residing 
in  Portola  Valley,  Mr.  Steinhart  formerly  had  practiced  commercial  and 
real  estate  law.   When  queried  about  his  law  practice,  he  stated,  "I 
never  enjoyed  trial  work." 

Preparations  for  interviewing  Mr.  Steinhart  included  reading  past 
board  minutes  of  the  Federation  and  our  office's  oral  history  volumes  of 
Amy  Steinhart  Braden,  Edgar  Sinton,  Marshall  Kuhn,  and  Marcel  Hirsch.  A 
chronology  based  on  this  research  was  mailed  to  Mr.  Steinhart  to  refresh 
his  memory  of  events  dating  more  than  forty  years  ago. 

Arrangements  were  made  to  conduct  the  taping  sessions  in  the  offices 
of  the  American  Jewish  Committee  and  were  held  in  late  1990  and  early 
1991.   Our  three  interviews  were  scheduled  for  mid-morning  and  lasted 
approximately  one  and  one -half  hours.   When  the  edited  transcription  was 
reviewed  by  Mr.  Steinhart,  he  lightly  edited  the  manuscript,  making  no 
major  changes. 

After  each  interview,  Mr.  Steinhart  and  Ernest  H.  Weiner,  executive 
director  of  the  AJC,  would  go  off  for  lunch  together.   In  the  past,  John 
Steinhart  was  a  key  member  of  the  American  Jewish  Committee,  serving  as 
president  of  the  San  Francisco  chapter  and  as  a  member  of  the  national 
executive  committee.   That  too  has  a  family  precedent.   John  Steinhart 
relates  that  his  father,  Jesse  H.  Steinhart,  and  Edgar  Sinton  organized 
the  American  Jewish  Committee's  local  chapter. 

Both  of  Mr.  Steinhart 's  parents  were  politically  active.   His 
mother,  Amy  Sussman  Steinhart,  was  a  founder  of  the  San  Francisco  League 
of  Women  Voters  and  was  a  member  of  the  state  board  of  education.   Jesse 
Steinhart,  a  prominent  lawyer,  was  active  in  the  campaigns  of  Hiram 
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Johnson  and  Governor  C.C.  Young  and  was  appointed  regent  of  the 
University  of  California  by  Governor  Earl  Warren,  with  whom  he  had  a 
close  relationship. 

The  Steinharts'  involvement  did  not  run  to  religion,  however,  and 
John  Steinhart  never  received  any  religious  training.   In  his  volume, 
when  asked  to  compare  Jewish  and  non- Jewish  philanthropy,  he  says,  "I'm 
going  to  use  a  Jewish  word  that  I  had  to  learn  the  hard  way. . . . Tzedakah 
(charity) ... .You  have  to  give  your  share  to  help  the  others."  In  another 
context  he  went  on  to  state,  n....I  said  I  knew  nothing  about  religion, 
I'm  totally  ignorant.   And  yet  when  I  was  campaign  co-chairman  with 
Marshall  Kuhn  I  felt  I  had  to  know  something  about  the  religion, 
particularly  since  I  was  going  to  speak  in  synagogues.   So  Marshall,  who 
was  a  Sunday  school  teacher,  and  I  would  have  lunch  in  Chinatown,  and  in 
the  Chinese  atmosphere  Marshall  would  indoctrinate  me  on  the  Jewish 
religion.  He  was  a  very  good  teacher." 

In  addition  to  being  president  of  the  San  Francisco -based  Federation 
for  1969  and  1970  and  president  of  the  Jewish  Family  Agency,  Mr. 
Steinhart  was  on  the  boards  of  Mount  Zion  Hospital  and  the  Jewish 
Community  Bulletin:  he  also  served  as  the  paper's  attorney.   When  asked 
if  he  performed  any  legal  duties  for  the  Federation,  Mr.  Steinhart 
explained  that  he  and  Sam  Ladar,  both  members  of  Steinhart  and  Falconer, 
the  legal  firm  that  represented  the  Federation,  did  "quite  a  bit  of  the 
Federation's  legal  work."  He  commented  that  the  major  job  he  did  was  to 
prepare  the  documentation  for  the  Philanthropic  Fund  of  the  Jewish 
Community  Endowment  Fund. 

In  his  oral  history,  Mr.  Steinhart  offers  his  reflections  on  a 
number  of  community  leaders,  both  men  and  women,  and  on  the  three 
immediate  past  executives  of  the  Federation.   It  was  during  his 
presidency  that  Sanford  Treguboff  took  early  retirement  and  Louis 
Weintraub  became  the  executive  vice-president.   He  also  discusses  the 
increased  interest  in  Jewish  day  schools  and  the  occurrence  during  his 
administration  of  a  sit-in  by  students  seeking  greater  Federation 
allotments  for  Jewish  education. 

When  asked  to  comment  on  changes  in  the  San  Francisco -based 
Federation,  Mr.  Steinhart  said,  "It's  a  much  more  active,  involved 
organization  today  than  it  was  when  it  began.   But  when  you  see  how  much 
more  money  it  raises  today  than  it  used  to  raise,  you  can  see  the  scope 
of  it."  Concerning  the  changes  in  the  Jewish  community  itself,  Mr. 
Steinhart  describes  pre-World  War  II  San  Francisco  as  a  tight  little 
island  that  was  affected  by  the  influx  of  new  blood  from  former  military 
personnel  who  had  come  through  San  Francisco  and  decided  to  settle  on  the 
West  Coast. 


John  Steinhart  explains  the  role  the  Federation  played  in  opening 
the  Jewish  social  community  by  utilizing  the  volunteerism  of  the 
newcomers:  "They  became  known  and  they  became  accepted  in  the  community 
through  the  Federation  as  well  as  through  the  other  structures."  This 
was  a  symbiotic  relationship;  in  Mr.  Steinhart 's  words:  "The  constant 
growth  the  Federation  had  to  make  because  of  the  growing  Jewish  community 
was  very  impressive." 

Two  introductions  to  Mr.  Steinhart 's  oral  history  by  Melvin  M.  Swig 
and  Louis  Weintraub  attest  to  John  Steinhart's  contributions  to  the  San 
Francisco  community. 


Eleanor  Glaser 
Interviewer/Editor 


December  1991 

Regional  Oral  History  Office 

University  of  California,  Berkeley 
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Organizations  in  which  you  are  active 
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1951-1952 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1962-1963 
1963 

1965 

1966 
1967 

1968 
1969-1970 


1970 


1971 


John  H.  Steinhart  Chronology 
President,  Jewish  Family  Service  Agency. 
Director,  Mount  Zion  Hospital. 

Mission  to  Morocco  and  Europe  with  Melvin  M.  Swig  and  Marshall 
H.  Kuhn. 

Co-chairman  of  Federation  campaign  with  Marshall  H.  Kuhn.   Goal 
of  $2,500,000;  40  percent  more  than  1961. 

Chairman,  San  Francisco  chapter  of  American  Jewish  Committee. 

Co-chairman  of  Federation  campaign  with  Kuhn.   On  budget  and 
fundraising  committees. 

Re-elected  to  three  year  term  of  Federation  board, .   Chairman, 
budget  committee;  on  finance  and  administrative  committee.   Co- 
chair  with  Peter  Haas  of  Advance  Gifts  Division. 

Attended  every  meeting  of  budget  study  committee. 

Federation  vice-president;  chairman,  budget  committee;  on 
finance  and  administrative  committee. 

Campaign  chairman;  on  executive  committee;  on  finance  and 
administrative  committee. 

Federation  president;  resigns  from  board  of  Bulletin.   Board 
approves  report  of  committee  studying  Jewish  education,  which 
began  in  1966:  improve  quality  of  teaching,  increase  staff  of 
Bureau  of  Jewish  Education,  phase  out  support  of  schools,  which 
now  consists  of  subsidizing  teacher  salaries.   Services  to 
schools  to  be  provided  by  Bureau  of  Jewish  Education. 

Federation  president.   Stanford  Treguboff  resigns;  Louis 
Weintraub  becomes  executive  vice-president.   Social  planning 
and  budgeting  committees  combined  into  committee  of  100. 

Chairman,  executive  committee.  Meets  with  representatives  of 
Hebrew  Academy,  Bureau  of  Jewish  Education,  and  Brandeis  Day 
School.   Executive  committee  opposes  Academy's  request  for  full 
deficit  financing  of  $38,750  as  well  as  immediate  emergency 
grant  of  $10,000. 
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On  April  30,  a  group  of  thirty- five  young  students  stage  sit- 
in  from  11:30  a.m.  Friday  to  10:00  a.m.  Saturday.   Meeting  with 
students  were:  Mel  Swig,  Sam  Ladar,  John  Steinhart,  and  Earl 
Raab  and  Larry  Lucks  of  Jewish  Community  Relations  Council. 
Students  claim  insufficient  support  of  Jewish  education. 
Committee  on  youth,  education,  and  recreation  meet  with 
students  on  May  18. 

On  social  planning  and  budgeting  committee.   One  time  grant  of 
$2,550  from  endowment  fund  for  Jewish  studies  program  at 
Stanford.  Also,  committee  will  take  look  at  direction 
community  is  moving  in  area  of  Jewish  day  schools. 

1972  Chairman,  executive  committee;  on  finance  and  administrative 
committee.   Board  member,  Council  of  Jewish  Federations  and 
Welfare  Funds.   Chairman,  bylaws  committee.   New  bylaws: 
Federation  membership  raised  from  $10  to  $50  paid-up 
contribution.   Other  candidates  may  be  nominated  by  petition  of 
four  hundred  signatures,  raised  from  250.   Number  of  board 
directors -at- large  increased  to  forty- two. 

1973  On  finance  and  administrative  committee. 

1974  Three  year  term  on  Federation  board. 

1975  On  finance  and  administrative  and  on  capital  funds  campaign 
committees.   Legal  suit  brought  against  Hebrew  Academy  because 
received  no  Federation  allocation.   Steinhart  abstains  from 
voting  on  legal  fees  of  $24,497.97  for  settlement  of  suit. 
Members  of  Jewish  Defense  League  invade  Federation  offices 
complaining  of  method  of  electing  board. 

1976  On  finance  and  administrative  committee;  named  changed  to 
finance  committee.   On  ad  hoc  committee  to  review  United  Way 
manual  together  with  Frances  Green,  Jesse  Feldman,  and  two 
staff  members.   Steinhart  explains  all  beneficiary  agencies 
were  asked  to  sign  statement  of  agreement.   On  allocations 
review  committee  for  capital  funds.   Chairman,  tax  advisory 
committee.   Past  presidents  designated  honorary  directors  for 
ten  years . 

1980  On  endowment  fund  committee. 

1981  On  endowment  fund  committee. 

1983       On  overseas  committee;  ex  officio,  endowment  fund  committee. 


I   EARLY  YEARS  AND  FAMILY  BACKGROUND 
[Interview  1:   November  2,  1990 J^/1 

Born  in  San  Francisco.  March  26.  1917 

Glaser:  Would  you  start  off  by  telling  me  your  date  and  place  of  birth? 

Steinhart:  I  was  born  in  San  Francisco  on  March  26,  1917. 

Glaser:  And  the  names  of  your  parents? 

Steinhart:  Jesse  H.  Steinhart  and  Amy  Sussman  Steinhart. 

Glaser:  Do  you  have  any  brothers  or  sisters? 

Steinhart:   I  have  one  sister,  Louise.   She  is  Louise  Loeb  and  lives  in  New 
York. 

Ancestors 


Glaser:     What  was  the  background  for  your  father  and  for  your  mother, 
their  antecedents? 

Steinhart:   All  right,  let's  start  with  the  Steinhart  side.   [reads  from 
notes  on  family  history]  William  Steinhart,  who  was  born  in 
1830,  was  married  to  Louise  Dalmon  Steinhart,  who  was  born  in 
1841.   Wait  a  minute,  did  I  say  William  was  born  in  1830? 
Well,  let's  see  if  I  can  pick  it  up  from  my  notes  here. 
William  was  the  first  of  my  grandparents  to  come  to  California 
He  received  his  early  education  and  early  training  as  a 


symbol  (//#)  indicates  that  a  tape  or  a  segment  of  a  tape  has 
begun  or  ended.   For  a  guide  to  the  tapes  see  page 


merchant  in  Germany  and  in  1848  came  to  New  York.   He  was  in 
the  dry  good  business  in  New  York  until  1853  when  he  came  to 
California  and  opened  a  dry  goods  and  clothing  store  on 
Sacramento  Street.   Two  years  later,  he  returned  to  New  York, 
and  in  1859,  came  back  to  San  Francisco. 

Glaser:     Mr.  Steinhart,  was  the  name  ever  spelled  Steinhardt? 

Steinhart:  No,  no.   Talking  about  William,  he  was  a  co-founder  of  the 
Hebrew  Orphan  Asylum  and  one  of  the  early  presidents  of  the 
Eureka  Benevolent  Society.   Of  course,  the  Eureka  Benevolent,  I 
believe,  was  the  first  Jewish  charity  west  of  the  Mississippi. 
I  think  it  was  founded  in  1850. 

Louise  came  to  California  by  way  of  the  Isthmus  of 
Panama.   According  to  family  history,  she  rode  across  on  it  on 
a  mule  back,  as  did  my  other  great -grandmother,  but  that's  not 
true.   There  was  a  railway  running  across  the  Panama  Isthmus, 
and  they  took  the  railroad  and  then  a  ship  to  San  Francisco.   I 
don't  know  how  much  detail  you  want  here,  but  shift  over  to  the 
other  branch  of  the  family  for  a  minute. 

On  my  maternal  side,  I  go  back  to  my  great-grandfather 
Isaac  Wormser.   He  was  born  in  1822  and  at  a  fairly  early  age 
came  to  Harrodsburg,  Kentucky.   Then  he  came  to  San  Francisco, 
and  I  don't  know  how  or  when.   Apparently,  he  went  back  to 
Germany  to  find  a  bride,  but  I  can't  tell  whether  she  was  here 
or  in  Germany  when  he  married  her.   My  great -great -grandmother 
Wormser  was  born  in  1833,  and  she  too  had  to  cross  the  Isthmus 
of  Panama. 

Glaser:     Did  you  tell  me  her  name? 

Steinhart:   Emily  Wormser.   She  was  a  Levinger  before.   [refers  to  family 
tree]   At  one  point  Isaac  Wormser,  and  I  think  it  was  in  1871, 
was  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Freeholders  of  San  Francisco, 
which  was  the  then  equivalent  of  the  board  of  supervisors .   I 
don't  know  how  he  got  the  job,  but  I  have  a  book  which  shows 
his  signature  along  with  the  other  members.  It's  actually  a 
book  that  was  one  of  the  early  proposed  San  Francisco  charters, 
which  wasn't  passed. 

When  Sam  Sussman  came  over,  I'm  not  sure.   But  Sam 
Sussman  was  born  in  1844,  came  over  to  this  country,  went  to 
Alaska,  and  worked  for  Alaska  Packers  in  Alaska.   Alaska  was 
the  forerunner  of  Cal  Pack,  which  became  Del  Monte,  which  is 
now  R.J.  Reynolds  Company.   He  married  Isaac  Wormser 's 
daughter,  Emily.   That  family  had  four  children.   The  oldest 


was  Louise,  next  was  my  mother  Amy,  then  there  was  Alice,  and 
finally  Leo. 

Glaser:     Does  this  mean  that  you're  related  to  the  S&W  Company? 

Steinhart:   Yes.   Apparently  Sam  Wormser  and  Sam  Sussman  established  the 
S&W  Company,  which  remained  in  the  family  for  quite  a  few 
years.   I  think  it  was  out  of  the  family  before  I  have  any 
recollection  of  it.   But  that  was  one  of  their  businesses. 
What  the  others  were,  I  don't  know.   I  guess  their  competitor 
was  Haas  Brothers. 

All  I  can  say  is  when  we  used  to  go  on  camping  trips  with 
Madeleine  Russell  and  Billy  Haas  and  Elizabeth  Lilienthal,  if 
we  pulled  out  a  case  of  Tru  Pack,  they  yelled,  "Hooray,"  and  if 
we  pulled  out  a  case  of  S&W,  my  sister  and  I  said,  "Hooray." 

Glaser:     Tru  Pack  is  a  name  I've  not  heard  of. 

Steinhart:   Haas  Brothers. 

Glaser:     That  was  William  Haas,  the  wholesale  grocery  firm? 

Steinhart:   Yes,  that  was  their  brand  label,  Tru  Pack. 

Let's  see,  do  you  want  more  history  of  my  family? 
Glaser:     Oh  yes. 

Steinhart:  Well,  on  my  paternal  side  there  were  quite  a  few  children.   A 
boy  was  born  first,  he  died  when  he  was  twelve.   Then  in 
succession  came,  I  believe,  Tillie,  Josie,  Rose,  Hilda,  and 
Amy.   I  have  to  refer  to  my  notes  to  make  sure  which  came 
first.   That's  pretty  close.   Oh,  and  Jesse,  my  father.   Let's 
not  leave  out  Jesse;  he  was  the  youngest  [chuckles]. 

Of  the  five  sisters,  only  three  married.   Tillie  was 
married  and  lived  in  Chicago.   Josie  married  twice,  the  first 
time  to  a  Frank  and  the  second  time  to  a  Bendheim,  and  Amy 
married  Robert  Braden.1  On  my  maternal  side,  all  of  the 
children  married.   Louise  married  Alfred  Esberg,  Alice  married 
Walter  Arnstein,  Amy  married  Jesse  Steinhart,  and  Leo  married 
Ray  Benjamin.   All  of  the  children  with  one  exception,  Alice, 
predeceased  their  mother. 

Glaser:     Oh,  how  sad. 

Steinhart:  Yes  it  was.   I  won't  go  into  the  history  of  those  people;  let's 
stick  to  my  family. 


]Amy  Steinhart  Braden,  Child  Welfare  and  Community  Service.  Regional 
Oral  History  Office,  University  of  California,  Berkeley,  1965. 


Glaser:     Fine. 

Steinhart:  And  where  would  you  like  to  go  from  there? 

Political  Interests  of  Parents 


Glaser: 


Steinhart 


Well,  I  know  your  father  was  a  very  prominent  lawyer. 
to  hear  about  that  and  also  your  mother's  interests. 


I'd  like 


Glaser: 
Steinhart 

Glaser: 
Steinhart: 


My  mother  and  father  were  both  always  interested  in  politics, 
and  they  engaged  in  politics  one  way  or  another  all  their 
lives.   My  father's  political  history  is  better  remembered  than 
my  mother's,  although  the  only  officeholder  between  them  was  my 
mother,  who  was  on  the  state  board  of  education  for  a  few 
years.   She  was  also,  I  think,  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
League  of  Women  Voters  in  San  Francisco,  and  she  was  always 
involved  in  city  politics,  usually  in  the  forefront  with  the 
disputes  with  the  Catholic  factions.   Particularly  at  that 
time,  the  Catholics  wanted  sharetime  in  the  schools. 

What  period  of  time  would  that  be? 

It's  hard  for  me  to  say,  but  it's  got  to  hit  in  around  in  the 
late  1920s. 

So  it  was  an  issue  way  back  then;  that's  interesting. 

Yes.   I  think  my  mother  and  Phillip  Bush,  who  became  president 
of  the  city  board  of  education,  were  always  in  the  forefront  of 
that  fight.   And  successful- -sharetime  never  became  a  reality 
in  San  Francisco. 

My  father  never  ran  for  political  office,  never  wanted 
to.   But  he  was  continually  backing  candidates,  finding 
candidates  and  backing  them.   I  can't  go  into  all  of  the 
histories,  but  he  worked  with  Hiram  Johnson,  went  back  to  the 
Bull  Moose  Convention  to  try  and  get  Hiram  Johnson  nominated, 
which  he  was.   Didn't  win  the  election,  as  I  recall.   He  was  a 
prominent  backer  of  a  governor  nobody  remembers  in  California, 
C.C.  Young.   And  of  course  he  was  a  prominent  backer  of  Earl 
Warren. l 

His  aim  was  always  good  government.   That's  why  he  would 
never  take  positions  until  he  finally  took  the  position  o-f 
regent  of  the  University  of  California,  which  Warren  appointed 


]John  H.  Steinhart,  "Jesse  and  Amy  Steinhart,"  in  Earl  Warren's 
Campaigns.  Volume  II.  Regional  Oral  History  Office,  University  of 
California,  Berkeley,  1977,  pp.  1-19. 
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him  to.   But  other  than  that  he  had  never  accepted 
appointments,  and  he  would  rarely  represent  clients  who  hired 
him  for  his  political  clout;  he  wouldn't  do  it. 

Glaser:     He  has  a  reputation  of  having  been  politically  very  influential 
with  Earl  Warren. 

Steinhart:  Yes.   Earl  Warren  listened  to  him,  and  Earl  Warren  would 

frequently  come  into  our  law  firm.   Every  time  he  was  here  he 
would  visit.   They  remained  fairly  close  throughout  my  dad's 
life.   After  Warren  became  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
it  dwindled  because  that  was  the  end  of  the  road  for  Earl ,  and 
they  remained  friends.   They  entertained  each  other  socially. 
But  you  have  a  whole  record  of  that  in  another  book. 


Education 


Glaser:     Right.   Tell  me  about  your  education. 

Steinhart:   My  education  started,  I  think,  at  the  age  of  seven,  not  six,  at 
the  Presidio  Open  Air  School.   I  don't  know  if  you  ever  heard 
of  the  Presidio  Open  Air  School. 

Glaser:     Yes,  I  have. 

Steinhart:   The  Presidio  Open  Air  School  was  completely  unstructured.   I 
could  never  tell  you  what  grade  I  was  in.   Some  of  my 
classmates  who  you  know  are  Peter  Haas,  he  was  a  classmate; 
Walter  Haas  was  ahead  of  me. 


Glaser:     You  mean  Walter  Haas,  Jr. 

Steinhart:  Junior,  yes.   The  Salz  family  kids --Andy,  Elizabeth,  Ann- -who 

else?  Peter  Arnstein,  Morgan  Gunst,  and  a  varied  assortment  of 
kids.   Come  the  seventh  grade,  my  cousin  Peter  Arnstein  and  I 
were  pulled  out  of  Presidio  Open  Air  and  put  in  Pacific 
Heights.   I  might  add  that  we  were  both  so  badly  qualified, 
both  of  us  had  to  go  into  a  special  coaching  class  to  bring  us 
up  to  normal,  to  seventh  grade  level  [chuckles]. 

Glaser:     Was  it  a  little  bit  too  free  form? 

Steinhart:  A  little  bit  too  free  form,  I  believe.   I  think  Ansley  Salz  and 
his  wife,  along  with  Forgie  Arnstein,  were  co-founders  of  the 
school;  I'm  not  sure.   Lord  knows  we  had  a  lot  of  vacation  and 


we  made  a  lot  of  maps  out  of  flour  and  water.   I  never  did 
learn  arithmetic,  it  was  so  badly  structured. 

Glaser:     But  you  eventually  caught  up,  obviously. 

Steinhart:  Yes.   We  didn't  have  too  much  difficulty,  I  wouldn't  say.   So 
from  Pacific  Heights  I  went  to  Galileo,  and  then  from  Galileo 
to  Stanford.  After  graduating  from  Stanford  I  took  my  first 
year  of  law  at  Boalt,  then  transferred  back  to  Stanford  Law 
School,  and  graduated  from  Stanford  Law  School. 

Glaser:     Was  there  any  reason  why  you  went  back  from  Boalt  to  Stanford? 

Steinhart:  Yes,  but  I'd  just  as  soon  not  say  it  for  the  Boalt  record 

[laughs].   Boalt  put  an  awful  lot  of  emphasis  on,  "This  is  what 
you've  got  to  know  to  pass  the  bar  ex  [exam]."  And  I  said, 
"Look,  just  teach  me  the  law,  I'll  pass  the  bar  ex."  And  I  was 
more  comfortable  at  Stanford  than  I  was  at  Boalt.   As  the 
choice  between  the  two  schools  to  teach  you  law,  there  was  no 
choice,  really.   It  was  sort  of  personal  to  me.   Like  I  say, 
I'm  one  of  the  few  people  who  went  to  both  universities  and 
enjoyed  both,  but  I  preferred  Stanford. 


Reliious  Backround 


Glaser:     When  you  were  growing  up,  what  was  your  family's  religious 
affiliation,  and  were  you  bar  mitzvah? 

Steinhart:   No,  I  was  not  bar  mitzvah.  My  family  was  a  member  of  Temple 
Emmanu-El.   I  know  my  father  never  went  to  temple,  and  I  can 
only  remember  my  mother  going  on  one  or  two  occasions.   I  can 
remember  going  to  temple  when  it  was  downtown  on  Sutter  Street 
once.   And  when  I  was  about  sixteen,  I  decided  I  would  go  to 
a-  -I  think  it  was  a  Yom  Kippur  service  --and  I  went  to  Temple 
Emmanu-El.   Only  when  I  was  fundraising  for  the  Federation  or 
went  to  funerals  did  I  go  to  temple  after  that.   I  did  not 
attend  temple,  no  Sunday  School,  no  formal  training. 

Glaser:     Isn't  it  surprising  that  without  any  religious  background 
you've  had  so  many  activities  within  the  Jewish  community? 

Steinhart:   No.   I  divide  Jews  into  three  groups:   religious  Jews,  cultural 
Jews,  and  religious  and  cultural  Jews.   I  fall  into  the  second 
group  of  cultural  Jew.   I  remember  some  years  after  I'd  been 
with  the  American  Jewish  Committee  and  I  was  back  at  one  of  the 
national  conferences.  John  Slawson,  the  then  executive 


director,  came  up  to  me  one  day  and  said,  "Well,  it  certainly 
took  you  a  long  enough  time  to  decide  you  wanted  to  be  a  Jew." 
And  he  was  right.   I  had  very  little  interest  in  it  until  after 
World  War  II,  and  my  first  real  contact  was  the  American  Jewish 
Committee  and  the  Jewish  Family  Service  Agency.   I  decided  I 
wanted  to  be  a  Jew,  so  I  went  from  there. 


Earl  Warren's  Office 


Glaser:     Let's  go  back  and  pick  up  what  you  did  after  you  passed  the 
bar. 

Steinhart:  After  I  passed  the  bar,  I  went  to  work  for  Earl  Warren  in  the 
attorney  general's  office  in  San  Francisco.   That  didn't  last 
very  long.   I  can  remember  one  episode --well,  you  have  that  in 
the  Earl  Warren  history,  I  won't  go  into  it  again. 

Glaser:     No,  tell  me  again,  because  this  is  a  separate  volume. 

Steinhart:   Well,  this  was  when  Culbert  L.  Olson  was  governor  and  Warren 
had  been  attorney  general.   The  San  Francisco  staff  held  a 
meeting  at  one  of  its  Monday  or  Friday  meetings,  I  don't  know 
what.   But  the  meeting  switched  over  to,  "How  are  we  going  to 
get  our  boss  to  run  for  governor?"  And  the  whole  group 
decided,  "Yes,  he's  going  to  run  for  governor."  We  came  into 
the  meeting,  we  told  him  so.   So  that  was  one  of  the  early 
starts.   Nobody  set  that  meeting  up,  but  that  was  the  feeling 
in  the  office. 

Glaser:     And  he  accepted  it? 

Steinhart:   He  didn't  turn  us  down.   Whether  we  were  the  first  or  not,  he 

knew  then  that  he  had  the  support  at  least  of  his  San  Francisco 
office.   We  were  very  anxious  to  see  him  run. 


II  U.S.  NAVY,  WORLD  WAR  II 


Duty  in  the  Pacific 


Glaser:     How  long  did  you  stay  in  Warren's  office? 

Steinhart:  A  very  brief  span  of  time,  because  then  came  World  War  II,  and 
I  applied  for  a  commission  and  received  a  commission  in  the 
navy.   I  guess  I  worked  for  the  office  maybe  one,  one  and  a 
half,  two  years,  then  went  into  the  navy  for  four. 

Glaser:     Where  were  you  trained  and  where  were  you  stationed? 

Steinhart:   [chuckles]   Trained?  Well,  I  don't  know,  it  was 

on- the- job- training,  pretty  much.   Originally  I  was  stationed 
at  Treasure  Island,  and  eventually  I  went  overseas  into  the 
Pacific.   I  was  in  the  mine -sweeping  force.   Originally  I  was  a 
communicator,  but  I  didn't  want  to  go  overseas  and  sit  on  an 
island  decoding  messages.   So  I  worked  around  over  at  the 
Treasure  Island  base  and  talked  the  commander  of  the  mine  force 
into  taking  me  in  so  I  could  go  to  sea.   So  I  got  my  training 
just  running  on  mine  sweeps  in  and  out  of  the  San  Francisco  Bay 
to  the  Farallons.   And,  as  happened  to  most  mine  sweepers, 
eventually  you  were  sent  to  new  construction,  and  I  was  sent  to 
command  a  YMS ,  which  I  took  overseas . 

Glaser:     YMS?  What  does  that  stand  for? 

Steinhart:   [chuckles]   It  stands  for  yard  mine  sweep,  but  it  was  used  for 
sea  duty.   It  was  used  for  mine  sweeping  and  anti-submarine 
work. 

Glaser:     It  sounds  like  a  small  ship. 

Steinhart:   It  is.   It's  about  135  feet  of  wooden  ship. 

Glaser:     How  many  men  were  on  the  crew? 


Steinhart 

Glaser: 

Steinhart: 


Glaser: 
Steinhart 

Glaser: 

Steinhart: 

Glaser: 

Steinhart: 


It  had  a  crew  of  about  thirty- five. 
Where  exactly  were  you  sweeping? 

In  the  Pacific.   Mainly  in  Guam,  Taipan,  Tinian  and  up  to 
Hiroshima  during  the  invasion,  and  over  to  Okinawa.   Eventually 
we  were  sweeping  in  Japan,  where  I  got  stuck  with  a  division  of 
ships.   When  I  say  stuck,  the  hours  weren't  good.   You  had  to 
start  your  sweep  at  daylight  and  had  to  keep  it  up  until  dusk. 
In  the  meantime  you  had  to  plan  it  for  the  next  day,  so  you 
ended  up  with  about  four  hours  sleep  a  night.   But  let's  not  go 
into  my  war  stories  [chuckles]. 

I  find  it  very  interesting. 

Well,  there  were  some  interesting  episodes,  but  let's  stick  to 
this. 

Did  you  have  any  R&R  [rest  and  rehabilitation]?  Did  you  ever 
get  to  Australia? 

No. 

That  was  too  far  away? 

No.   We  were  just  little  people  out  there. 
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III  A  CIVILIAN  AGAIN 


Legal  Career 


Glaser:     When  did  you  return  to  civilian  life? 

Steinhart:   In  1946.   I  forget  who  was  the  attorney  general  at  that  point, 
but  I  didn't  want  to  go  back  into  the  attorney  general's  office 
and  to  work  under  him.   In  the  meantime,  my  dad's  office  had 
invited  me  to  come  into  their  office  as  a  partner.   That  was 
rather  unusual,  but  I  was  a  senior  man's  son.  Usually  you  work 
as  an  associate.   But  they  invited  me  in  as  a  partner,  and  I 
said,  "If  you're  foolish  enough  to  invite  me  in,  I'm  foolish 
enough  to  accept."  And  I  did.   The  firm's  name  at  the  time  was 
Jesse  H.  Steinhart.   It  later  became  Steinhart,  Goldberg, 
Feigenbaum  and  Ladar. 

Glaser:     What  kind  of  cases  did  you  have?  Was  this  general  law? 

Steinhart:  Well,  no.  Most  of  the  law  I  did  was  business  law,  commercial 

law,  real  estate  law.   What  cases  we  did  try,  we  were  always  on 
the  defense  side.   My  trial  mentor  was  Sam  Ladar;  he  taught  me 
on  the  trial  side.   Sam  and  I  tried  quite  a  few  cases  together. 
He  was  good  and  I  wasn't. 

Glaser:     I  think  perhaps  you  mean  he  was  experienced  and  you  weren't. 

Steinhart:   No,  he  was  good.   I  never  enjoyed  trial  work.   The  best  of  it 
was  my  private  practice,  the  office  private  practice. 


Marriage  and  Children 


Glaser: 


It  must  have  been  around  this  period  of  time  when  you  married 
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Steinhart:   No.   My  first  marriage  was  while  I  was  in  law  school,  in  my 
senior  year  in  law  school  in  1942.   I  had  three  children  by 
that  marriage:   David,  Peter,  and  John.   My  second  marriage  was 
in  1952  and  I  have  two  children  by  that  marriage,  Steven  and 
Jessica. 

Glaser:     And  your  wives'  names? 

Steinhart:   The  first  wife  was  Jean  Nichols,  and  my  current  wife  is  Helene 
Tamm.   [pauses]  You  ask  the  next  question. 

Glaser:     Tell  me  what  your  children  are  doing. 

Steinhart:   Number  one,  David,  is  a  lawyer.   I  forget  the  outfit  he  works 
for  but  it  handles  mainly  juvenile  law.   It's  a  public  service 
outfit.   It's  a  national  one,  but  they  do  a  lot  of  work  in  the 
juvenile  field  in  the  current  scene.   Number  three  is  John,  who 
was  the  director  of  the  Sloan  program  in  the  Stanford  business 
school  for  quite  a  few  years  and  then  decided  to  move  out  into 
private  industry.   Now  he's  a  vice-president  of  an  electronics 
company. 

,     ;.      .     .. 

Peter,  number  two,  is  a  freelance  writer;  he's  really  an 
ecology  writer.  He  writes  for  numerous  magazines  and  he's  in 
good  demand.   He's  currently  the  essayist  for  Audubon,  and  he 
writes  for  Reader's  Digest  occasionally  and  quite  a  few  other 
magazines.   He's  published  one  book  along  with  photographs;  for 
a  while  he  taught  English  at  Stanford. 

Glaser:     These  three  children  are  all  living  locally? 

Steinhart:   They're  all  living  locally.   Number  four,  a  boy,  Steven,  is  an 
hotel  consultant.   Jessica,  number  five,  is  a  foreign  marketeer 
who  works  in  Paris  in  the  communications  field. 

Glaser:     So  all  five  are  well-established. 
Steinhart:   Yes.   All  are  very  talented. 
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IV  EARLY  INVOLVEMENT  IN  THE  JEWISH  COMMUNITY 


Jewish  Family  Service  Agency.  President  1951-1952 


Glaser:     Four  consecutive  Steinhart  generations  were  involved  in  the 
Jewish  Family  and  Children's  Service. 

Steinhart:   That's  correct.  William,  who  was  really,  I  guess,  one  of  the 
early  founders  of  it,  was  president.   Fifty  years  later  almost 
exactly,  I  became  president.   In  the  interim  Hilda,  William's 
daughter,  was  on  the  board,  and  currently  my  son  David  is  on 
the  board. 

Glaser:     What  year  did  you  get  involved  with  the  agency? 

Steinhart:   I  would  guess  it  was  '47,  '48  when  I  first  got  involved.   Then 
I  became  president  and  at  the  expiration  of  my  term  got  off.   I 
went  back  on  the  board  oh,  some  six,  seven,  eight,  nine  years 
ago.   Currently  I'm  not  a  board  member. 

Glaser:     Was  this  your  first  activity  within  the  Jewish  community? 

Steinhart:   I  think  it  was  pretty  well-timed  with  the  local  chapter  of  the 
American  Jewish  Committee. 

Glaser:     Did  you  join  that  far  back? 

Steinhart:  Yes.  My  father  was  the  founder  of  the  San  Francisco  chapter 
along  with  Edgar  Sinton,  so  naturally  he  walked  me  over  to  a 
meeting  or  two,  and  I  stayed. 

Glaser:     Was  it  your  family  influence  that  got  you  active  in  the  Jewish 
Family  Service? 

Steinhart:   No,  I  don't  remember  how  I  got  involved.   Somebody  asked  me  to 
go  on  the  board,  I  have  no  idea.   Lloyd  Liebes  was  president 
when  I  was  on  the  board,  and  Hyman  Kaplan  was  the  director.   I 
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really  don't  remember  how  I  got  on  the  Family  Service  Agency 
board. 

Glaser:     Did  you  receive  any  orientation  or  any  training  for  being  a 
board  member? 

Steinhart:   Lord,  no  [laughs].   That  was  unheard  of --you  went  on  the  board 
and  listened  and  learned. 

Glaser:     Did  you  have  any  special  area  of  interest  while  you  were  there? 

Steinhart:  No.   I  found  the  whole  thing  interesting,  particularly  the 

Family  Service  Agency.   It  was  very  innovative  in  those  years, 
it  still  is. 

Glaser:     Were  there  any  staff  problems  at  that  time? 

Steinhart:  Yes.   We  had  the  staff  go  out  on  strike;  it  was  a  very  bitter 
strike.   They  went  out,  and  we  held  tough  and  they  came  back 
in.   Yes,  there  were  staff  problems.   But  Hyman  Kaplan  was  a 
remarkable  administrator.   On  the  other  hand,  it  didn't  last 
very  long  and  I  don't  remember  the  details. 

Glaser:     I  think  that  Marcel  Hirsch  talked  about  that  in  his  oral 
history. 


Glaser:     What  was  the  relationship  between  the  staff  and  the  volunteers? 

Steinhart:   By  that  time  the  Family  Service  Agency  had  pretty  well  stopped 
using  volunteers  for  their  social  services.   I  don't  recall 
that  we  had  much  of  a  volunteer  staff.   As  the  board  of 
directors,  we  had  no  direct  relationship  with  the  staff.   Hyman 
Kaplan  stood  between  the  board  and  the  staff. 

Glaser:     What  was  the  area  of  concern  for  the  board? 

Steinhart:  Well,  the  entire  operations;  like  any  other  agency,  all  the 

various  functions  that  we  did- -family  counseling.   At  that  time 
we  were  buying  houses  and  making  them  available  to  people  on  a 
loan  basis.   Where  they  had  split  families  and  we  could  put  the 
family  back  together  again  in  these  houses.   Relationships  with 
health  care  with  Mount  Zion.  Maybe  it  didn't  have  the  broad 
expanse  that  we  have  today,  but  on  the  other  hand,  we  had  the 
emigre  problem  back  then. 

Glaser:     I  wanted  to  ask  you  about  that.   You  had  a  lot  of  refugees 
coming  in  from  Shanghai  at  that  time  didn't  you? 


John  H.    Steinhart,    1951. 
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Steinhart:  Yes.   My  recollection  is  thin,  but  you  had  the  Emigre  Committee 
[San  Francisco  Committee  for  Service  to  Emigres].   But  most  of 
the  family  service  work  fell  to  the  Jewish  Family  Services, 
just  as  it  is  today  with  the  Russians.   It  wasn't  that  hard  to 
place  the  German  people,  and  today  they're  a  very  prosperous 
part  of  the  community. 

Glaser:     Did  you  get  funding  from  HIAS? 

Steinhart:  No,  I  don't  think  so.   Could  have,  but  I  doubt  it.   I  think 
almost  all  our  funds  came  from  Federation. 

Glaser:     Did  you  get  any  funding  from  the  Community  Chest? 
Steinhart:   Yes.   Sure,  you're  right,  we  got  Chest  and  Federation  funds. 

Glaser:     I  imagine  that  there  was  not  any  fundraising  as  such  on  the 
part  of  the  agency. 

Steinhart:   No  fundraising  at  all.   That's  a  recent  development. 

Glaser:     Did  you  have, any  special  arrangement  with  Mount  Zion  for  the 
health  care  of  the  refugees? 

Steinhart:  Yes,  but  I  don't  recall  it.   I  think  it  was  then  that  we 

established  the  Utility  Workshop;  John  Blumlein  was  working  on 
that.   That  was  the  workshop  for  the  elderly  where  they  had  a 
place  to  go,  and  they  could  produce  money,  and  it  was  always  a 
paying  proposition. 

Glaser:     That's  still  in  existence,  I  think. 
Steinhart:  Yes. 


Federation  of  Jewish  Charities 


Glaser:     To  go  on  to  the  Federation  activities,  was  your  first  activity 
soliciting  in  the  lawyer's  division? 

Steinhart:   No.   My  first  activities  weren't  with  the  Jewish  Welfare 

Federation,  it  was  with  the  Federation  of  Jewish  Charities 
because  as  president  of  the  Jewish  Family  Service  Agency  I  was 
a  member  of  the  Federation  of  Jewish  Charities  board.   I  recall 
Joe  Blumlein  was  the  president  in  that  day.  All  the  presidents 
of  all,  not  all  of  them,  the  selected  organizations  met  and 
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reported.   The  Jewish  Welfare  Federation  hadn't  come  into 
existence  yet.   I  don't  remember  just  when  it  came  into 
existence . 

Glaser:     The  merger  of  the  Federation  of  Jewish  charities  and  the  Jewish 
National  Welfare  Fund  started  in  1950  and  was  official  in  1955. 

Steinhart:   Now  of  course  the  first  recommendation  for  Federation  of  Jewish 
Charities,  if  you  go  back  in  history,  actually  came  from  the 
Jewish  Family  Service  Agency  board  when  it  was  the  Eureka 
Benevolent  Society. 

Glaser:     Oh,  that's  interesting. 

Steinhart:   Yes.   I  think  it  was  in  1913.   That  was  before  my  time. 

Glaser:     When  you  were  on  the  board  of  the  Federation  of  Jewish 

Charities,  was  that  when  Mr.  Treguboff1  was  the  executive 
director. 

Steinhart:   No,  I  don't  think  Treguboff  came  in  until  the  Federation  itself 
was  organized.   I  don't  remember. 

Glaser:     No,  when  he  came  back  from  his  wartime  service,  he  went  to  the 

Jewish  National  Welfare  Fund.  At  first  Annette  Saper  was  the 

executive  director  and  then  he  took  over  from  her  about  six 
months  later . 

Steinhart:   That's  what  I  remember,  but  I  don't  remember  who  was  the 
executive  director  of  the  Federation  of  Jewish  Charities. 

Glaser:  That  was  Hyman  Kaplan. 

Steinhart:  No,  he  was  the  executive  director  of  the  Family  Service  Agency. 

Glaser:  He  was  both;  he  had  several  hats. 

Steinhart:  Oh,  he  did?  I  don't  remember. 


]Sanford  M.  Treguboff,  Administration  of  Jewish  Philanthropy  in  San 
Francisco.  Regional  Oral  History  Office,  University  of  California, 
Berkeley,  1988. 
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V  JEWISH  WELFARE  FEDERATION 


Member  of  Board  of  Directors.  1962 


Glaser:     To  go  back  to  the  merger,  were  you  on  any  of  the  study 
committees  for  that? 

Steinhart:  No,  no. 

Glaser:     After  the  merger,  what  was  your  role  with  the  Jewish  Welfare 
Federation? 

Steinhart:  You  know,  I  really  don't  remember.  I  don't  remember  how  I  got 
started.  I  think  I  was  just  elected  to  the  board  of  directors 
of  the  Federation,  I  think  that's  what  happened. 

Glaser:     Your  first  election  to  the  board  was  in  1962. 

Steinhart:   Could  be,  but  I  don't  remember  being  on  any  particular 
committees  or  fundraising. 

Glaser:     Well,  you  went  on  a  European  mission  with  Mel  Swig  and  Marshall 
Kuhn  in  1961,  so  you  must  have  been  involved  with  fundraising. 

Steinhart:   Definitely,  but  I  don't  remember.   I  was  on  the  board  at  that 
time,  I  believe. 

Glaser:     Perhaps  so.   I  didn't  see  your  name  in  the  minutes. 

Steinhart:   I  believe  I  was  on  the  board,  the  board  records  would  show  it. 
I  may  have  been  head  of  the  Lawyer's  Division. 
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Camoaiens  and  Committee  Assiznments 


Glaser:     When  you  were  elected  to  the  board  in  1962,  you  were  the 
co-chairman  with  Marshall  Kuhn1  for  this  1962  campaign. 

Steinhart:   In  1962,  1963,  and  I  was  three  times  and  the  third  time  I  took 
it  alone. 

Glaser:     Isn't  that  rather  unusual? 

Steinhart:   Yes. 

Glaser:     How  did  that  come  about? 

Steinhart:   I'm  not  going  into  that.   [chuckles]   The  person  who  was 
supposed  to  take  it  wasn't  effective. 

Glaser:     What  was  Marshall  Kuhn  like  to  work  with? 

Steinhart:  Well,  delightful.   Marshall  Kuhn  was  responsible  for  my 

religious  education.   I  knew  very  little  about  the  Jewish 
religion  and  I  felt  I  had  to  learn  something.   Of  course 
Marshall  Kuhn  was  a  Sunday  school  teacher  and  rather  dedicated. 
So  Marshall  Kuhn  and  I  would  have  lunch  in  a  Chinese  restaurant 
in  Chinatown,  and  he  would  educate  me.   So,  yes,  it  was  a  very 
delightful  relationship.   Marshall  and  I  would  go  to  all  these 
meetings,  and  he  would  give  one  type  of  talk,  and  I  would  give 
another  type  of  talk.   I'd  say  we  were  a  pretty  good 
combination. 

Glaser:     How  did  you  organize  the  campaign? 

Steinhart:   Marshall  and  I  organized  the  campaign  mainly  with  the  help  of  a 
campaign  director  and  Treguboff  and  Lou  Weintraub.   We  had 
plenty  of  professional  help. 

Glaser:     So  as  far  back  as  1962  you  had  a  permanent  campaign  staff? 
Steinhart:   Oh,  yes.   A  good  one. 

Glaser:     How  did  you  organize  the  volunteer  people  who  worked  with  you, 
or  was  that  done  by  the  professional  staff? 

Steinhart:   No,  that  was  done  together.   We'd  sit  down  and  the  professional 
staff  would  tell  us  what  we  needed,  and  we'd  select  the  people 
we  wanted  with  their  help.   It  wasn't  too  hard  to  do  because 
the  people  were  all  sitting  there. 


Marshall  H.  Kuhn,  Catalyst  and  Teacher:  San  Francisco  Jewish  and 
Community  Leader.  1934-1978.  Regional  Oral  History  Office,  University  of 
California,  Berkeley,  1978. 
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Glaser:     Did  you  have  anything  to  do  with  the  Women's  Division,  or  was 
their  campaign  run  separately? 

Steinhart:   No,  we  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  Women's  Division.   Somewhere 
along  the  line  we  revised  the  whole  budget  process  with  Lou 
Weintraub.   I  forget  how  that  happened  and  when  it  was  or  what 
it  was.   I  think  it  was  when  I  was  president,  but  somehow  or 
other  we  revised  the  whole  budget  process.   I  don't  remember 
what  we  did. 

Glaser:     Are  you  speaking  of  the  committee  of  100,  when  the  social 
planning  and  budgeting  committee  got  together? 

Steinhart:   Yes,  I  guess  that's  what  it  was. 
Glaser:     I  think  that  was  under  your  presidency. 
Steinhart:  Yes,  I  guess  that  was  what  it  was. 

Glaser:  In  1963  you  had  the  assignment  of  the  budget  and  fundraising 
committees.  Were  there  any  pressing  problems  that  year  that 
you  can  recall? 

Steinhart:   Somewhere  in  there,  before  I  came  into  those  positions,  the 

problem  with  Israel  arose.   I  remember  Lloyd  Dinkelspiel,  Sr. , 
was  spearheading  the  thing,  and  all  of  the  sudden  instead  of 
just  raising  money  for  our  local  and  national  needs,  we  had  to 
raise  money  for  Israel.   I  remember  Lloyd  addressing  us  the 
first  year  making  his  plea.  We  thought  we  were  through  after 
the  first  year,  but  there  was  Lloyd  back  the  second  year.  And 
Lloyd  Dinkelspiel,  Sr.  was  a  magnificent  speaker.   Very 
persuasive,  very  dedicated  man.   He  said,  "I'm  here  the  second 
year,  and  it  looks  like  we'll  be  here  each  year  hereafter." 

So  the  whole  situation  changed  from  the  simple  campaign 
for  local  and  national  needs  to  this  enormous  campaign  for 
Israel.   I  forget  what  amount  we  raised,  Marshall  and  I, 
whether  it  was  $3  or  $7  million.   I  think  it  was  three,  and  we 
were  always  frustrated  that  we  couldn't  get  it  up  over  three. 
Then  later  on  it  got  up,  way  up. 

Glaser:     Was  this  a  second  line  campaign,  or  was  it  all  for  Israel? 

Steinhart:  I  think  it  was  a  second  card  campaign,  and  I  don't  remember 
where  the  UJA  [United  Jewish  Appeal]  came  into  the  picture. 
I'm  just  vague  on  that  memory,  it's  way  back. 
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Glaser: 

Steinhart 

Glaser: 

Steinhart: 


Glaser: 
Steinhart 


Glaser: 


Steinhart 


Glaser: 

Steinhart 
Glaser: 


In  1965  you  were  re-elected  to  another  three  year  board  term, 
and  you  were  chairman  of  the  budget  committee.  Was  there  any 
problem  in  allocating  the  monies  to  the  various  agencies? 

Yes,  there  was  always  problems  because  there's  never  enough. 
How  was  that  handled? 

How  does  that  go?  You  bargain.   You  sit  down  with  the  final 
budget  committee  and  you  have  all  your  committees  together,  and 
you  negotiate.   Each  committee  has  to  give  up  a  little  until 
you  get  the  pot  with  what  you've  got  to  distribute.   The 
sessions  used  to  last  until  late  in  the  morning,  early  hours, 
and  I  made  up  my  mind,  no,  it's  not  going  to  happen  that  way. 
So  we  were  usually  through  by  ten- thirty  or  eleven. 

That's  amazing. 

Well,  it  was  a  novel  approach  to  the  thing,  but  there  were  some 
times  where  I  may  have  been  rather  brutal.   But  I  decided 
there's  no  sense  dawdling  this.   I  notice  you  have  a  note  that 
I  attended  every  committee  meeting,  which  was  not  usual  too. 
And  which  I  was  criticized  for  at  one  point  because  my 
vice-chairman  didn't  get  a  chance  to  act.   But  I  figured,  look, 
I'm  going  to  control  it.   I'm  not  going  into  a  two  or  three 
o'clock  in  the  morning  session.   So  if  we  start  controlling  it 
in  the  initial  stages,  we'll  have  an  easier  time  in  the  final 
allocation,  and  of  course  it  worked  out  that  way. 


How  many  meetings  were  there  in  the  initial  stages? 
until  the  final  stage? 


How  many 


Quite  a  few,  because  you  have  all  your  subcommittees  and  even 
they're  divided  up.   I  guess  there  were  about  a  dozen,  and  each 
of  them  had  to  meet  at  least  three  or  four  times  to  get  through 
their  calendar.   So  yes,  there  were  a  lot  of  meetings,  and  they 
spent  a  lot  of  nights  at  the  Concordia  Club.   It's  always 
interesting. 

You  were  also  on  the  finance  and  administrative  committee. 
What  was  that  committee's  responsibilities? 

I  haven't  the  slightest  recollection. 

That  same  period  you  were  co-chairman  with  Peter  Haas  of  the 
Advance  Division.  Would  you  describe  the  responsibilities  of 
that  group  and  its  organization? 


Steinhart 
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The  Advance  Gifts  Division  is  always  fun  because  you're  holding 
a  big  cocktail  party  and  you're  setting  up  your  big  donors  to 
raise  their  gifts.   It's  really  fairly  cut  and  dried  because 
you  know  pretty  much  in  advance  what  you're  going  to  do.   Of 
course,  Jewish  charities  use  card  calling,  which  is  the  most 
effective  way  of  fundraising  I  can  think  of. 


Glaser: 
Steinhart: 


Glaser: 


Card  calling?  For  card  calling,  you  get  into  the  meeting  and 
somebody  gets  up  as  the  chief  schnorrer  [beggar] ,  and  he  gives 
a  speech  or  two,  it  depends  who  gives  it.   Then  they  start 
calling  the  cards.   The  names  are  called  out  loud  in  front  of 
the  group,  and  you're  expected  to  stand  up  and  announce  your 
gift.   It's  most  effective. 

I  thought  the  San  Francisco  Federation  was  against  that. 


Steinhart:   No.   As  long  as  I  can  remember,  we've  card  called  in  the 
Advance  Gifts  Division. 

Glaser:     I  see.   Now  the  Advance  Gifts  Division  means  the  biggest 
givers? 

Steinhart:  Yes.   I  don't  know  where  it  lands  there  and  I  don't  remember 
where  the  cutoff  was  in  my  day,  but  that's  how  it  was  done. 
And  the  cocktail  parties  were  held  in  private  homes. 

Glaser:     In  your  day,  what  was  considered  the  amount  of  a  big  giver  as 
compared  today? 

Steinhart:   Well,  it  was  under  a  million  dollars.   Yes,  way  under.   I  don't 
think  anybody  made  a  million  dollar  gift  in  my  day. 

Glaser:     Even  that  sounds  like  a  lot  for  back  in  the  sixties. 

Steinhart:   Well,  I  don't  think  they  came  close.   I  really  can't  tell  you 
because  I  don't  remember,  but  no,  we  didn't  have  gifts  like 
that.   Like  I  said,  the  entire  campaign  I  don't  think  we  got  to 
three  million.   I  can't  remember  whether  it  was  three  or  seven, 
but  I  think  it  was  three . 

Glaser:     In  1967  you  were  the  Federation  vice-president  when  Robert 

Sinton  was  the  president.   What  were  your  functions  and  duties 
then? 


Steinhart:   To  do  whatever  Bob  wanted.   I  had  no  functions, 
attend  a  meeting,  I  chaired. 


If  Bob  didn't 
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Glaser:     And  you  were  chairman  of  the  budget  committee? 
Steinhart:  Yes. 

Glaser:     During  that  period  there  was  the  '67  war  in  Israel.   How  were 
your  duties  affected  by  that? 

Steinhart:  Not  at  all,  because  the  only  thing  that  really  came  out  of  it 
was  the  additional  fundraising  with  the  extra  card.   And  of 
course  money  was  easy  to  get.   There  you  got  very  substantial 
increases  in  gifts ,  and  most  of  that  was  raised  by  gifts  in  the 
Advance  Gifts  Division. 

Glaser:     In  1968  you  were  the  campaign  chairman.   That  was  the  third 
time  that  you  were  talking  about. 

Steinhart:   I'll  be  very  honest  with  you,  Lou  Weintraub  did  most  of  the 
work. 

Glaser:     Why? 

Steinhart:   I  had  a  dual  job,  as  I  recall.   I  think  I  was  president  and 
campaign  chairman  at  the  same  time,  wasn't  I? 

Glaser:     I  don't  show  that.   I  show  you  as  being  campaign  chairman  the 
previous  year. 

Steinhart:  Sole  campaign? 

Glaser:  Sole  campaign  in  1968  and-- 

Steinhart:  I  think  I  was  president  and  campaign  chairman  that  one  year. 

Glaser:  Is  that  right? 

Steinhart:   I'm  not  sure,  but  I  think  if  you  look  up  the  record  you  might 
find  I  was . * 


According  to  Federation  board  minutes,  Mr.  Steinhart  was  campaign 
chairman  in  1968  and  elected  president  in  1969. 
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VI   FEDERATION  PRESIDENT 


Events  During  Term  of  Office 


Glaser:     You  were  a  two-year  president.   What  was  going  on  during  your 
term? 

Steinhart:   Nothing  spectacular  out  of  the  ordinary  —  oh  yes,  there  was. 
What  am  I  talking  about?  Treguboff  resigned.   I  had  to  take 
the  interim,  the  bridge  between  Treguboff  and  Lou  Weintraub. 

Glaser:     Was  there  an  interim?  Wasn't  it  just  one  after  the  other? 

Steinhart:  Well,  yes.   Treg  resigned  and  Lou  took  over,  but  you  had  to 
switch  forces  so  to  speak.  Well,  we  had  a  few  problems  here 
and  there . 

Glaser:     Didn't  you  have  to  determine  Mr.  Treguboff 's  terms  of  leaving 
and  the  pension  and  things  like  that? 

Steinhart:   Yes.   I  don't  remember  what  the  details  were. 

Glaser:     Did  you  have  any  goals  for  yourself  as  president  of  the 

Federation?  Was  there  anything  that  you  set  out  to  accomplish? 

Steinhart:   Well,  I  raised  one  argument.   For  years  the  allocation  had  been 
identical  for  the  American  Jewish  Committee  and  the  ADL 
[ Ant i- Defamation  League].   I  proposed  that  the  two  stand  on 
their  own  and  not  be  related  when  they  came  to  the  budget 
committee.   It  resulted  in  a  complete  and  utter  uproar.   The 
ADL,  which  was  then  weaker  than  the  AJC,  was  objecting 
vociferously,  so  we  passed  a  resolution  that  said  something 
like  they  would  stand  on  their  own  and  would  ride  on  with  the 
old  system.   I  sort  of  regretted  that  I  ever  brought  it  up.   I 
don't  know  what  happens  today. 

Glaser:     Did  you  like  being  president? 
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Steinhart 


G laser: 


Steinhart: 


Glaser: 


Steinhart 


Glaser: 


Steinhart 


Glaser: 


Steinhart 


Glaser: 


Steinhart: 


Sure.   How  can  you  help  but  like  it?  You're  into  everything, 
you're  a  VIP,  you  feel  a  certain  sense  of  accomplishment.   You 
get  a  crack  at  doing  it  the  way  you  want  to  do  it  without  going 
too  radically  different.   If  you  try  and  get  radically 
different  you  know  It's  not  going  to  work.   Yes,  I  enjoyed  it. 

Were  you  surprised  to  find  yourself  president,  coming  from  a 
fairly  non-Jewish  background? 


No.   No,  I  wasn't  surprised, 
turn  was  coming  up. 


I  had  worked  up  the  ladder  and  my 


You  paid  your  dues.   During  your  term  as  president,  did  you  do 
anything  to  encourage  newcomers  to  the  city  to  become  part  of 
the  Federation? 

Always  did  that;  whatever  you  could  do.   It  was  very  hard  to 
reach  out  to  those  people  because  we  didn't  know  where  they 
were.   We  had  several  demographic  studies  made  then  just  as  we 
had  one  here  made  recently.   They  don't  help  too  much,  I  find. 

Doesn't  that  give  you  an  indication  of  the  kind  of  services 
that  need  to  be  provided  and  where  there  are  the  unaffiliated 
who  might  be  brought  into  the  Federation  community? 


I  don't  remember  playing  too  much  with  that, 
fully  used. 


Our  services  were 


Glaser: 


What  was  the  relationship  between  those  who  were  professional 
staff  and  those  who  were  on  the  Federation  board  and  on  the 
committees? 

Always  very  good  because  there  wasn't  really  any  room  for 
friction.   Part  of  the  job  of  the  president  was  to  see  that 
there  was  no  friction.   If  there  was  friction,  you  would 
investigate  it,  see  who  was  at  fault,  and  if  it  was  staff  you 
took  measures  to  correct  it.   It's  easy  enough  to  control 
staff,  not  so  easy  to  control  board  members. 

I  think  sometimes  board  members  find  it  hard  to  control  staff; 
they  find  themselves  being  controlled  by  the  staff. 

That's  true  of  many  organizations,  but  when  you  have  good 
executive  directors  that  doesn't  happen.   Treguboff  ruled  his 
staff  with  an  iron  hand,  and  Weintraub  was  pretty  strict  with 
his  staff.  You  didn't  have  the  problems  there. 

What  was  the  impact  of  government  funding  of  programs  in  the 
'60s  and  '70s? 


John  H.  Steinhart,  Melvin  M.  Swig,  Marshall  H.  Kuhn.   American  Airlines  photograph, 
1961 


Photograph  courtesy  of  Western  Jewish  History  Center 
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Steinhart 


Glaser: 


Steinhart 
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Glaser: 


Steinhart 


Glaser: 


Steinhart: 


Glaser: 


Steinhart: 


I  really  don't  remember  because  the  government  funding,  as  I 
recall,  was  pretty  liberal  with  Mount  Zion  Hospital  and  Family 
Service  Agency. 

In  this  period,  you  got  an  increased  interest  in  support  for 
Jewish  day  schools.   How  did  you  feel  about  that? 

Well,  that  became  a  sort  of  knock-down  and  drag-out  fight  at 
one  point.  You  had  the  one  day  school,  and  then  you  had  the 
Hebrew  Academy  start  here.   Of  course  the  history  of  the 
academy  started  in  my  administration,  but  really  the  dispute 
fell  into  Jesse  Feldman's  administration.   A  lawsuit  occurred 
during  Jesse  Feldman's  term  and  there  was  a  great  split:   there 
were  those  who  were  very  much  in  favor  of  day  schools  and  those 
who  weren't. 

In  1975  you  abstained  from  voting  on  legal  fees  with  the 
settlement  of  the  Hebrew  Academy  suit.  Why  was  that? 

I  don't  know.   As  I  recall,  we  had  passed  over  the  legal  work 
from  our  office  to  the  Feldman  office.   I  just  didn't  think  I 
was  in  a  proper  position  as  an  attorney  to  approve  fees.   The 
Steinhart  office  had  never  taken  a  fee  for  anything  they  did 
for  the  Welfare  Federation,  and  I  wasn't  altogether  happy  about 
paying  any  legal  fee.   Although  if  you  asked  me  today,  "Yes, 
you  should  charge  a  legal  fee  and  you  should  charge  an 
accounting  fee,  because  that  way  you  know  you're  going  to  get 
the  service  you  pay  for  and  it  shouldn't  be  pro  bono."  But  the 
Steinhart  office  always  did  it  pro  bono. 

Wasn't  this  a  community  that  was  not  very  much  interested  in 
day  schools  originally? 

For  the  most  part  I  would  say  this  community  was  not  too  keen 
on  day  schools.   Most  of  them  felt  it  was  another  method  of 
segregation,  which  they  didn't  like. 

But  it  has  evolved,  to  a  great  extent,  to  the  support  of  Jewish 
education,  hasn't  it? 

It's  shifted  around  as  far  as  I  understand  it  today  where 
they're  very  heavily  supported. 

Was  it  during  your  administration  that  there  were  some  problems 
with  the  Jewish  Defense  League? 

I  believe  so,  but  they  weren't  very  difficult  problems.   The 
Jewish  Defense  League  was  so  radical  and  far  out  that  it  was 
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really  more  publicity  than  it  was  anything  else.   It  made  good 
copy,  but  they  didn't  have  any  effect  on  anybody.   As  I  recall, 
there  was  one  episode,  they  invaded  the  Federation  office.   It 
was  rather  an  unpleasant  episode,  but  I  wasn't  president  then. 


Fundraisine 


Glaser:     Frances  Green  said  that  you  were  most  supportive  of  her  as  a 

woman  when  she  was  campaign  chair.   You  asked  her  if  she  wanted 
a  co-chairman  but  said  she  really  didn't  need  it. 

Steinhart:   I'll  tell  you  the  story  on  that.   Weintraub,  Frances,  and  I  had 
been  to  a  Council  of  Jewish  Federations  meeting  in  New  York, 
and  on  the  plane  back  I  was  talking  with  Frannie.   The  plan  was 
Frannie  would  be  co-chairman  with  somebody.   Now  I  knew 
Frannie 's  abilities  were  pretty  superior  and  I  said,  "Frannie, 
you  really  don't  want  a  co-chairman,  do  you?"  She  said,  "No,  I 
don't."   So  we  went  up  and  talked  to  Lou  and  I  said,  "Lou, 
Frannie  doesn't  want  a  co-chairman.   Take  care  of  it?"  He 
said,  "Sure,  we  can  take  care  of  it."   She  became  chairman,  and 
she  was  very  effective.   It  would  have  served  no  useful  purpose 
to  have  a  co-chairman  with  her.   It  was  time  you  had  a  woman  in 
leadership  in  the  Federation. 

Glaser:     So  she  was  the  first  female  campaign  chair? 

Steinhart:  And  was  our  first  female  president.   But  it  was  long  past  due. 

Glaser:     For  a  long  time  any  gift  over  a  thousand  dollars  was  put  into 
the  general  campaign  rather  than  Women's  Division. 

Steinhart:   Yes,  but  there  was  a  good  reason  behind  that.   You  start 

getting  these  gifts  segregated  over  into  one  unit  instead  of 
the  general  fund,  you  don't  raise  money.   One  organization  we 
had  a  problem  with  was  trying  to  fundraise  independently  and  we 
clamped  down  and  said,  "No  way,  you  can't  do  it." 

Glaser:     Are  you  talking  about  an  agency  rather  than  a  division  of  the 
Federation? 

Steinhart:   An  agency.   We  said,  "No,  you  can't  do  it."   There  were  had 
strict  rules  on  that.   It  was  my  chore  to  clamp  down  on  that 
particular  organization. 

Glaser:     Did  you  have  any  involvement  with  capital  fund  drives? 
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Steinhart:   Maybe  one  of  them,  but  I  don't  remember. 

Glaser:     There  was  one  in  1960  and  one  in  1975.   We've  already  discussed 
the  committee  of  one  hundred  being  formed.   How  did  that  come 
about? 

Steinhart:   I  cannot  remember  how  it  came  about,  but  Lou  Weintraub,  I 

think,  was  the  leading  force  on  it.   I  don't  remember  how  much 
Treg  had  done  on  it.   All  I  know  is  it  was  time  to  change. 
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[Interview  2:   January  11,  1991 ]## 


Large  Cities  Budgeting  Conference 


Glaser:     Can  you  tell  me  about  the  Large  Cities  Budgeting  Conference? 
I'm  sure  that  you  attended  those  meetings. 

Steinhart:   No,  I  rarely  went  to  the  Large  Cities  Budget  meeting  because 
there  was  a  period  of  time  where  there  was  a  big  dispute  over 
whether  you  use  the  large  city  budgeting  process  or  you  don't. 

Glaser:     What  was  the  process? 

Steinhart:   Well,  the  Large  Cities  Budgeting  Conference  on  a  national  level 
met  and  made  their  investigations  and  recommendations  and  then 
they  handed  them  down.   Now,  for  example,  the  American  Jewish 
Committee  would  not  participate  for  a  long  time,  as  I  recall, 
because  they  didn't  think  it  was  a  proper  body  to  be  using  for 
^  their  allocation  at  local  levels.   Then,  as  I  recall,  they 
finally  shifted  and  said,  okay,  we  will  accept  and  will 
participate.   I  could  be  wrong  on  that,  but  I  don't  think  so, 
for  my  recollection  is  it  was  always  a  no-no  with  the  American 
Jewish  Committee. 

When  we  came  to  the  budgeting  processes  in  San  Francisco 
for  our  Federation,  we  always  referred  to  the  Large  City  Budget 
Manual,  but  it  was  really  a  guideline.   It  certainly  wasn't 
anything  that  we  took  as  gospel  because  there  was  no  reason 
that  that  upper  level  from  this  particular  committee,  which  may 
have  had  one  point  of  view  that  differed  from  ours,  should  be 
imposed  upon  us.   We  were  budgeting  in  our  own  way  and  in 
addition  to  which,  for  example,  the  tradition  had  always  been 
that  the  American  Jewish  Committee  and  the  ADL  [Anti- Defamation 
League]  were  treated  exactly  alike. 

At  one  point  when  I  was  president  I  tried  to  get  a 
resolution  passed  that  the  AJC  and  ADL  should  stand  on  their 
own  merits.  At  which  point  the  ADL  came  in  and  attended  one  of 
the  Federation  board  meetings  pretty  much  uninvited.   But  the 
stature  of  the  people  who  attended  was  such  you  had  to  listen 
to  them.   The  board  passed  the  resolution  and  then  the 
resolution  was  never  observed  in  practice. 

Glaser:     That  is  interesting. 
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Steinhart:   Well,  it's  funny  because  if  you  take  the  history  of  the  two 
groups  in  importance,  in  my  book  they  go  ahead  of  each  other 
then  drop  back.   One's  gone  ahead  then  the  other's  gone  ahead, 
They  were  always  different  to  me  and  both  were  extremely 
important,  but  I  never  thought  they  should  be  treated  alike, 
particularly  in  San  Francisco. 


General  Assemblies 


Glaser:     Did  you  attend  General  Assemblies? 

Steinhart:   Yes. 

Glaser:     What  did  you  get  out  of  them? 

Steinhart:  When  you're  asked  to  recall  that's  hard  to  say.   When  I  was 
campaign  chairman,  they  had  the  meeting  of  the  executive 
directors  discussing  campaigns,  and  I  wanted  to  know  what  was 
important  in  running  the  campaign.  At  one  meeting  I  recall  all 
the  executives  were  boasting  about  what  they  were  doing  and  how 
good  they  were.   I  sort  of  interrupted  that  and  I  said,  "Look, 
I'm  not  interested  in  how  good  you  are  individually,  I  want  to 
know  what's  the  proper  way  to  run  a  campaign.   I  don't  want  to 
hear  how  each  of  you  are  stars,  I  want  to  know  a  consensus  of 
opinion  here."   It  pretty  well  dampened  the  meeting. 

They  did  get  down  to  brass  tacks  and,  yes,  I  got  something 
out  of  it.   The  General  Assemblies  are  very  useful  because  you 
get  a  complete  interchange  of  ideas,  and  you  get  the  ideas  of 
one  city  as  against  another  city.   I  think  they're  very 
important.   Also  you  get  the  top  lecturers,  whether  it  be 
planned  giving- -they  usually  have  very  excellent  sessions  on 
that- -or  whether  it  be  on  fundraising  or  whether  it  be  on 
social  programs.   They're  very  constructive. 

Glaser:     So  there's  something  like  a  cross-fertilization  between  the 
various  Federations? 

Steinhart:   Oh  yes,  yes.  You  had  one  recently  here,  and  of  course  the 
executive  directors  of  almost  all  of  the  participating  and 
beneficiary  organizations  attended.   I  think  they're  extremely 
important. 
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Legal  Services  for  Jewish  Community  Endowment  Fund 


Glaser:     Did  you  perform  any  legal  duties  for  the  Federation  before  or 
after  your  term  as  president? 

Steinhart:   Before,  after,  and  during,  probably.   First  of  all,  the 

Steinhart  and  Falconer  office  did  represent  the  Federation,  so 
that  between  Sam  Ladar  and  me  we  did  quite  a  bit  of  the 
Federation's  legal  work.   1  guess  the  major  job  I  did  was  to 
prepare  the  documentation  for  the  Philanthropic  Fund,  which  was 
probably--!  forget  when  it  came  into  being- -1985  or  1984. 

Glaser:     Are  you  speaking  of  the  Endowment  Fund  now? 

Steinhart:   Not  the  Endowment  fund  but  the  Philanthropic  Fund  within  the 

Endowment  Fund.  Until  the  Tax  Reform  Act  of  1969  (I  believe  it 
was  this  act) ,  people  who  wished  to  make  gifts  of  appreciated 
property  to  charity,  taking  a  charitable  deduction  for  the 
market  value  of  the  gift  at  the  date  of  giving  but  not 
distributing  the  gift  directly  to  a  public  charity,  created 
their  own  charitable  foundations.   This  allowed  private 
charities  to  accumulate  funds.   The  Tax  Reform  Act  of  1969  put 
an  end  to  this  method  of  charitable  giving,  but  under  certain 
conditions  allowed  such  gifts  to  be  made  into  a  special  fund 
created  by  a  public  charity  such  as  the  Federation. 
Accordingly  it  was  prudent  for  the  Federation  to  create  such  a 
fund  and  as  a  result  the  Philanthropic  Funds  came  into  being. 
I  was  given  the  job  of  setting  up  this  special  fund,  which  has 
been  most  successful  and  is  used  by  a  great  many  public 
charities . 

Glaser:     I'm  glad  you  explained  that. 


United  Bav  Area  Crusade 


Glaser:     During  your  presidency,  what  was  the  relationship  with  the 
United  Bay  Area  Crusade? 

Steinhart:   Getting  more  and  more  difficult,  because  the  United  Crusade  had 
gone  back  to  zero  budgeting.   Zero  budgeting  meant  that  what 
they  gave  the  prior  year  didn't  count  and  you  had  to  start  all 
over  from  scratch.   My  recollection  was  that  the  Federation  was 
doing  fairly  well  in  raising  funds  and  the  United  Crusade 
wasn't  doing  too  well.   And  about  the  same  time  the  old 
dispute--!  imagine  it  continues- -was  that  the  United  Crusade 
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Glaser: 


Steinhart: 


took  the  position  that  you  should  use  your  endowment  funds  and 
not  be  coming  to  them  and  sitting  on  your  endowment  funds. 
That  was  always  a  dispute.   I  don't  know  how  it  was  ever 
resolved,  but  that  always  crept  in.   "Well,  you're  a  rich 
organization,  you  have  a  large  endowment  fund,  why  should  we 
give  you  money?  You've  got  the  money  so  we  won't  allocate  it." 

Well,  it  was  a  constant  battle.   At  the  same  time  during 
my  administration  they  took  up  the  guidelines,  which  were  there 
would  be  no  discrimination  in  the  use  of  the  funds.   We  had  the 
heads  of  all  the  organizations,  including  the  Catholic 
organizations.   1  had  to  object.   I  said,  "Yes,  we're  going  to 
discriminate  on  a  religious  ground."  1  remember  the  executive 
saying,  "Why  are  you  going  to  discriminate?"  And  the  head  of 
the  Catholic  charity  said,  "Because  they're  a  Jewish  charity." 
They  passed  the  resolution  and  I  said,  "Look,  we're  not  going 
to  observe  it,  don't  expect  it.   We  are  a  Jewish  charity  and 
our  primary  beneficiaries  are  Jewish." 

And  yet,  going  way,  way  back,  there  has  always  been  Jewish 
leadership  in  the  United  Crusade. 

Always.   They  had  a  lot  of  Jewish  presidents.   Peter  Haas  was 
one,  Peter  Arnstein  wasn't  president  but  he  was  very  high  up  in 
the  hierarchy.   In  addition  to  which  I  think  the  statistic 
shows  that  as  a  single  group  the  Jews  gave  more  than  any  other 
single  group. 
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VII  FUNCTIONS  AS  PAST  PRESIDENT 


Committee  Particioation 


Glaser:     In  1971,  after  your  two  terms  as  president  were  over,  you 
became  chairman  of  the  executive  committee.   What  were  the 
functions  of  the  executive  committee?  Did  they  do  an 
assessment  of  something  prior  to  bringing  it  to  the  regular 
board  meeting? 

Steinhart:  No.   I'm  a  little  vague  on  it,  but  the  standard  procedure  and 
practice  had  been  that  when  a  president  finished  his  term  he 
became  chairman  of  the  executive  committee  for  a  two  year 
period.   The  executive  committee  met  in  an  emergency  situation 
where  you  couldn't  call  a  board,  and  the  executive  committee 
could  meet  regularly  to  take  up  things  they  thought  were  of 
crucial  importance.   Except  in  very  rare  instances,  they  only 
made  recommendations  to  the  board.   They  did  have  the  power  to 
act  in  an  emergency  but  it  was  rarely  exercised. 

Glaser:     Who  made  up  the  executive  committee? 

Steinhart:   It  was  mainly  the  senior  directors  and  officers  of  the  board. 
That's  my  recollection.   It  still  exists,  I  assume. 

Glaser:     Are  you  still  on  the  overseas  committee? 
Steinhart:   [chuckles]   I  don't  know. 
Glaser:     You  were  on  it  in  1983. 

Steinhart:  Yes,  but  I  guess  I'm  not  because  I've  never  received  a  notice 
of  a  meeting. 

Glaser:     Oh.   Did  you  travel  to  Israel  with  this  committee? 

Steinhart:   Not  with  this  committee,  no,  but  I  traveled  to  Israel  for  the 
Federation. 
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Glaser:  Robert  Sinton  said  that  the  past  presidents  get  together  once  a 
year  to  make  recommendations  regarding  presidential  succession. 
Are  these  recommendations  acted  upon,  do  they  have  weight? 

Steinhart:   I've  only  attended  the  first  of  these  meetings,  which  was  way, 
way  back.   Since  I'm  only  an  honorary  member  of  the  board  and  I 
don't  believe  in  honorary  board  memberships,  I  don't  know  the 
personnel  on  the  board  really  too  well.   I  don't  think  I'm 
qualified  to  say  who  should  be  or  who  shouldn't  be  in  the  line 
for  the  presidency,  so  I  don't  attend  those  meetings.   I  get  an 
invitation  every  year  and  then  I  fail  to  attend. 

Glaser:  Are  you  still  an  honorary  member  of  the  Federation? 

Steinhart:  Yes. 

Glaser:  Do  all  past  presidents  have  that  standing? 

Steinhart:  Yes. 
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VIII   SAN  FRANCISCO  PERSONALITIES 


Prominent  Earlv  Leaders 


Glaser:     In  the  span  of  your  communal  service  with  the  Federation  who 
were  some  of  the  outstanding  personalities? 

Steinhart:   Are  the  outstanding  personalities  you're  talking  about  in  the 
Federation  or  the  Jewish  community? 

Glaser:     Can  you  separate  them? 

Steinhart:   Yes,  you  can,  you  can.   For  example,  while  all  of  these  people 
were  Federation-oriented,  I  don't  like  to  categorize  them  in 
the  Federation  because  the  Federation  didn't  exist  when  some  of 
them  were  working.   For  example,  you  have  to  pick  people  like 
Max  Sloss.   I  think  very  few  people  remember  Max  Sloss  anymore, 
but  he  was  one  of  San  Francisco's  most  constructive  community 
leaders  in  the  Jewish  field. 

Glaser:     Wasn't  he  before  your  time? 

Steinhart:   I  came  in  on  the  tail  end  of  Max  Sloss. 

Glaser:     What  was  he  like? 

Steinhart:   My  recollection?  Well,  first  of  all,  he  was  a  state  supreme 
court  justice.   I  always  found  him  a  very  austere,  unsmiling 
man.   I  always  gave  him  credit  for  what  he  had  done,  but  I 
thought  his  speeches  were  still  rooted  in  the  past.   But  then 
coming  right  on  top  of  that  there  were  the  people  like  my 
father,  Jesse  Steinhart.   I'm  not  sure  he  was  ever  a  board 
member  of  the  Jewish  Welfare  Federation,  but  he  certainly  was 
one  of  the  most  constructive  Jewish  leaders  in  San  Francisco. 
Lloyd  Dinkelspiel,  Sr.-- 

Glaser:     What  was  he  like? 
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Steinhart:   One  of  the  most  charming,  brilliant  gentlemen  you  ever  want  to 
meet  in  your  life,  and  a  great  speaker.   It's  hard  to  describe 
him,  but  I  guess  his  great  chore  was  when  Israel  became  a  state 
and  the  Federation  funds  had  to  be  raised  to  support  Israel. 
He  was  then  the  leader  in  that.   He  was,  I  think,  president  of 
the  Federation  at  that  time.   As  I  mentioned  before,  he  made 
the  speech  the  first  year,  "This  is  not  going  to  be  every  year 
and  we  need  these  special  funds."  Then  the  next  year  he  said, 
"Well,  I'm  back  again  and  I  think  we'll  be  back  again  every 
year  hereafter."  But  he  was  a  very  constructive  man. 

Glaser:     He  was  very  involved  with  the  merger  between  the  Federation  of 
Jewish  Charities  and  the  Jewish  Welfare  Fund,  wasn't  he? 

Steinhart:   I  wasn't  involved  in  that. 
Glaser:     What  about  Lloyd  Dinkelspiel,  Jr.? 

Steinhart:   Well,  Lloyd  Dinkelspiel,  Jr.  was  another  very  unusual  person. 
Very  personable,  very  smart,  very  outspoken,  very  direct,  and 
very  fair-minded.   Unfortunately,  he  died  too  young.   He  was  a 
loss  to  the  community. 

Glaser:     Was  he  like  his  father? 

Steinhart:   Yes  and  no.   They  were  two  distinct  personalities.   There  was 
nobody  like  his  father,  and  I  guess  there  was  nobody  like 
Lloyd.   [chuckles] 

You  were  asking  about  other  people.   I  didn't  finish  my 
list.   There  was  Walter  Haas,  who  was  president  of  the  board. 
He  had  his  hands  in  everything  too,  he  and  my  father.   Then 
there  was  Abe  Shragge  who  was  also  very  constructive.   These 
people  were  involved  in  the  politics  of  the  San  Francisco 
community. 

Glaser:     The  general  community? 

Steinhart:   Yes.   And  these  were  the  people  who  made  sure  that  the  public 
officers  kept  up  the  standard  that  was  then  existing,  that 
there  was  a  Jewish  member  of  the  board  of  education,  that  there 
was  a  Jewish  member  of  the  police  commission,  there  was  a 
Jewish  member  of  the  fire  commission.   This  was  all  protocol  in 
those  days  and  it  was  very  important. 

Let's  see,  who  else  in  those  early  days?  Then  later  on 
came  Ben  Swig  when  he  came  to  San  Francisco  somewhere  around 
1946.   Ben's  contribution  was  he  changed  the  picture  of  giving 
rather  radically.   He  made  San  Francisco  Jews  give  a  lot  more 
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than  they  were  accustomed  to  give;  I  think  that  was  his  great 
contribution.   He  really  went  out  after  the  money.   And  not 
only  for  the  Jewish  organizations  but  for  the  others  as  well. 
So  you're  going  to  have  to  add  him  to  the  list  of  people  who 
had  a  very  heavy  impact  on  the  Jewish  community. 

Did  you  know  Morgan  Gunst,  or  was  he  before  your  time? 

Morgan,  Sr. ,  yes,  I  knew  him,  and  Morgan,  Jr.  was  one  of  my 
closest  friends.   I  grew  up  with  Morgan,  Jr.   Which  one  are  you 
talking  about? 


1  mean  senior, 
activity. 


I  don't  believe  Morgan  Gunst  has  come  up  in  any 


Well,  Morgan  Gunst,  Sr.  was  not  really  active  in  the  Jewish 
community.   He  was  president  of  the  Jewish  Family  Service 
Agency.   In  fact  I  can  give  you  the  exact  date,  1925. 

He  also  headed  the  Community  Chest,  or  am  I  confusing  him  with 
junior? 

No,  no,  that  was  senior.   I  think  he  was  head  of  the  Community 
Chest  at  one  point,  and  he  was  a  very  charitable  person,  a  very 
kindly  person,  a  very  quiet  person.   Married  to  a  really 
beautiful  woman,  one  of  San  Francisco's  most  beautiful  women. 

What  was  her  name? 

Aline  Dreyfus  Gunst.   Her  father  was  a  very  imposing  gentleman. 
I  know  nothing  about  him  except  he  was  a  heavy -mustachioed 
person,  very  imposing.   But  yes,  I  spent  a  lot  of  time  in  the 
Gunst  family. 

And  Morgan  Gunst,  Jr. ,  what  was  he  like? 

A  very  unusual  person.   It's  very  hard  to  describe  him.   He 
only  died  about  a  year  ago.   I  don't  know  how  you  describe 
Morgan,  Jr.   But  Morgan,  Jr.,  was  a  very  bright  man.   In  ways 
different  from  other  people.   A  very  lovable  person.   He  became 
involved  in  the  Jewish  charities,  but  he  was  mainly  interested 
in  the  Technion  as  I  recall.   He  did  most  of  his  stuff  for 
Technion.   He  was  charitable.   For  years  and  years  and  years  we 
had  a  very  close  friendship. 

Walter  Heller? 

Yes,  I  knew  Walter  Heller.   Walter  Heller  I  knew  socially  and 
through  the  Federation.   He  was  president  of  the  Federation. 
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He  was  a  rather  dedicated  person,  a  very  generous  person,  a 
very  pleasant  person.   I  don't  know  what  else  to  say  about  him. 

Glaser:     Did  you  know  Sylvan  Lisberger? 

Steinhart:   Yes,  I  knew  Sylvan  Lisberger.   Also  president  of  the 

Federation.   Sylvan  devoted  hour  after  hour  of  his  time  to  the 
Federation  when  he  was  president. 

f* 

Steinhart:   My  father  was  instrumental  in  organizing  the  Jewish  Community 
Relations  Council  because  he  figured  there  was  a  need  for  a 
Jewish  group  that  dealt  with  their  relationships  to  the  other 
groups  in  the  city.   He  met  with  the  Catholic  groups,  the 
Protestant  groups,  the  blacks  who  were  coming  in,  and  he  was 
instrumental  in  getting  the  first  director,  Eugene  Block,  to 
take  over  the  leadership  of  that. 

Glaser:     This  was  the  Survey  Committee,  the  forerunner  of  the  JCRC? 

Steinhart:   I  think  it  may  have  been  the  Survey  Committee,  but  I  don't 

know,  I  wasn't  around  then.   I  don't  know  too  much  about  the 
Survey  Committee.   I  always  connected  the  Survey  Committee  with 
the  Ant i- Defamation  League,  I  don't  know  why. 

Glaser:     Sam  Ladar  said  your  father  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
Survey  Committee  and  this  later  became  known  as  the  Jewish 
Community  Relations  Committee. 

Steinhart:   That's  probably  correct,  he  was  there.   I  would  say  that's 

correct.   My  father  and  Walter  Haas  decided  that  the  Emanu-El 
Bulletin  should  be  owned  by  the  Federation  so  they  arranged  to 
buy  it.   Walter  Haas',  one  of  his  charitable  foundations  put  up 
the  initial  funds  and  later  on  they  sold  shares  in  it.   It  was 
privately  owned,  it  wasn't  owned  by  the  Federation.   I  think 
the  shares  ran,  half  a  share  was  five  hundred  dollars,  a  full 
share  I  think  was  a  thousand  dollars .   And  they  raised  enough 
money  by  selling  the  shares  to  buy  the  newspaper  and  keep  it  as 
a  community  paper  rather  than  as  a  private  paper. 

I  can't  go  into  all  that  was  done.   Abe  Shragge  was  always 
interested  in  other  community  affairs  too,  like  the  Columbia 
Park  Boys'  Club,  of  which  he  was  an  original  member  when  he  was 
a  boy.   You  could  call  on  him  for  almost  anything  that  you 
wanted  in  either  or  any  of  those  fields.   All  these  men  were 
interested  in  the  community. 
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There  was  Jesse  Coleman,  who  was  a  member  of  the  board  of 
supervisors  for  years.   Jesse  Coleman  always  kept  his  hand  in 
to  see  that  Jews  were  on  the  various  city  commissions  as  I've 
mentioned  before.   When  a  political  issue  would  come  up,  Jesse 
Coleman  would  field  it  for  the  Jewish  community.   He  was  very 
dedicated  to  that,  and  I  remember  many  a  conference  between 
Jesse  Coleman  and  my  father  in  my  dad's  office  on  Jewish 
community  affairs.   All  these  people  were  involved  in  the 
political  scene  as  well  as  in  the  community. 


Women  Leaders 


Glaser:     Tell  me  about  the  women  who  were  active  in  the  Federation. 

Steinhart:   I  can't  remember  specific  names.   There  were  always  some  women 
on  the  board. 

Steinhart:   Delphine  Koshland,  I  think,  succeeded  me  as  the  president  of 
the  Jewish  Family  Service  Agency.   I  think  she  was  the  first 
woman  to  take  that.   Elise  Haas  had  been  president  of  Mount 
Zion  Hospital.   I  think  she  was  the  first  woman  president  they 
had.   As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  think  the  only  two  women 
presidents  they  ever  had  were  mother  and  daughter,  Elise 
followed  by  Rhoda  Goldman  some  years  later.   Then  there  was 
Frannie  Green  of  course.   I  think  I  told  the  story.   Frannie 
Green  was  in  line  to  be  campaign  chairman.   Is  that  on  tape 
already? 

Glaser:     Yes,  you  told  me  that. 

Steinhart:   So  I  won't  go  into  that  one  again. 

Glaser:     Did  you  work  with  Sylvia  Stone? 

Steinhart:   Yes,  I  worked  with  Sylvia  Stone,  but  mainly  on  the  American 

Jewish  Committee.   She  was  a  most  delightful  woman,  one  of  the 
most  delightful  that  ever  lived.   And  of  course  she  said  it  all 
in  her  oral  history,  so  you  have  her  story  already.1 

Glaser:     Yes,  I  did  that  one.   She  was  very  special.   Were  there  other 
women  that  you  can  recall? 


*Sylvia  L.  Stone,  Lifelong  Volunteer  in  San  Francisco,  an  oral  history 
interview  conducted  in  1982,  Regional  Oral  History  Office,  The  Bancroft 
Library,  University  of  California  at  Berkeley,  1983. 
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Steinhart:   Well,  yes,  in  more  recent  times.   Of  course  there  is  our 

ex-president  Annette  Dobbs.   Can't  ignore  her,  she  certainly 
made  a  tremendous  contribution  all  along  the  lines.   Worked 
hard,  worked  up  the  ladder  like  everybody  else,  and  was  very 
knowledgeable,  very  good  at  handling  people. 

Now,  there  were  always  women  on  the  various  agency 
committees,  but  women  were  not  pushed  into  leadership  in  those 
early  days.   My  mother  was  on  the  state  board  of  education. 
She  was  always  involved  in  politics,  she  founded  the  San 
Francisco  chapter  of  the  League  of  Women  Voters.   I'm  pretty 
sure  she  was  one  of  the  founders.   She  was  always  active  in 
politics  but  not  particularly  in  the  Jewish  affairs. 
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IX   FEDERATION  AND  THE  COMMUNITY 


Emphasis  on  Social  Needs 


Glaser:     Tell  me  how  you  view  the  Federation  of  today  as  compared  to 
twenty  or  thirty  years  ago.   What  changes  have  you  seen? 

Steinhart:   Well,  the  major  change  has  been  that  the  Federation  changed 

from  being  a  fundraising  organization  to  being  a  real  umbrella 
organization.   It  raises  funds  and  it  also  covers  the  social 
needs  of  the  community.   And  the  community  relations,  while 
that's  in  the  various  hands  like  the  Jewish  Community  Relations 
Council,  it's  still  the  Federation  in  there  looking  and 
funding.   And  funding  is  a  tremendous  control.   When  you  hold 
the  purse  strings,  you  hold  the  power.   It's  a  much  more 
active,  involved  organization  today  than  it  was  when  it  began. 
But  when  you  see  how  much  more  money  it  raises  today  than  it 
used  to  raise,  you  can  see  the  scope  of  it. 


A  Change  in  Community  Relations 


Steinhart:   The  Federation  has  come  through  what  I  call  the  civil  rights 
movement.   Everybody  relates  the  civil  rights  movement  mainly 
to  the  blacks,  but  Jews  profited  by  the  civil  rights  movement 
as  much  as  any  minority  group.   Of  course  the  Jews  were  thrown 
into  more  prominence  in  the  world  when  Israel  became  a  state, 
because  at  that  point,  the  Jews  more  or  less  united  to  make 
sure  that  Israel  was  not  going  to  fail  and  that  it  was  going  to 
be  there  and  that  it  was  going  to  exist. 

So  all  of  those  things  combined  to  bring  the  Jew  into  the 
public  light.   You  read  in  the  newspapers  today,  like  in  the 
recent  Chronicle  discussion  of  the  conflict  in  the  Jews  over 
the  gulf  affair.   Nothing  like  that  would  have  ever  been 
printed  back  when  I  started  into  this  thing.   Everything  was 
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low-key;  Jews  kept  themselves  fairly  muted.   If  anti-Semitism 
arose,  it  was  handled  as  quietly  as  they  could.   The  American 
Jewish  Committee  always  tried  to  handle  everything  very 
quietly. 

Today  it's  out  there  in  the  open.   Some  of  the 
anti-Semitic  actions  are  a  little  more  violent  and  out  in  the 
open  too,  but  you  look  at  what's  happened.   The  discrimination 
in  the  corporate  world  is  pretty  nonexistent.   Well,  it  exists 
but  nothing  like  it  was.   In  the  housing  field,  Jews  couldn't 
get  into  the  then  so-called  cooperative  apartments.   That's 
wide  open  now.   The  clubs  all  admit  Jews  now,  although  there's 
a  question  of  a  couple  of  them  whether  they  really  do  or  don't. 
But  there's  always  at  least  a  few  in,  whereas  before  they  were 
exclusive.   Jews  have  always  been  in  government,  but  maybe  it's 
easier  today  than  it  was  then.   Still  haven't  had  a  Jewish 
president,  don't  know  whether  we  ever  will  have  one. 


Increase  in  Jewish  Population 


Glaser:     What  changes  have  you  seen  within  the  San  Francisco  community 
and  how  has  the  Federation  responded  to  these  changes? 

Steinhart:   Well,  the  major  changes  in  the  community  came  as  a  result,  I 
think,  of  World  War  II  because  San  Francisco  was  a  pretty 
tight,  closed  little  town  up  to  that  point.   San  Francisco  was 
really  a  staging  area  and  all  these  array  and  navy  personnel 
came  through  here,  saw  it  and  liked  it  and  the  potential  of  it 
was  seen.   People  like  Ben  Swig  decided  that  this  was  the  land 
of  opportunity  and  came  from  the  East  coast  to  settle  in  the 
West  coast.   We  became  a  boom  town.   The  whole  Bay  Area 
suddenly  flourished  and  grew.   With  that  came  an  influx  of  new 
Jewish  blood  into  the  community  area,  and  the  Federation  had  to 
reach  out  and  bring  them  into  the  Jewish  group.   To  put  it 
bluntly,  the  San  Francisco  Jewish  social  community  was  a  pretty 
tight  little  island  in  those  days  and  sometimes  I  still  think 
it  is.   Strangers  weren't  always  welcome,  even  Jewish  strangers 
weren't  always  welcome. 

Well,  the  structure  of  the  Federation,  I  think,  helped 
break  that  down  because  Jews  could  join  in  the  work  of  the 
Federation.   They  became  known  and  they  became  accepted  in  the 
community  through  the  Federation  as  well  as  through  the  other 
structures.   So  in  its  own  way  World  War  II  was  great  for  San 
Francisco  and  great  for  the  Jews  of  San  Francisco.   But  I  think 
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the  constant  growth  the  Federation  had  to  make  because  of  the 
Jewish  community  was  very  impressive. 
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X  FEDERATION  EXECUTIVES 


Sanford  M.  Treguboff 


Glaser:     You  served  under  three  different  executives  of  the  Federation. 
Would  you  compare  and  contrast  them? 

Steinhart:   [laughs]  Well,  that's  too  difficult  to  do.  Well,  I'll  do  a 
little  of  it.   The  first  executive  of  course  was  Sanford 
Treguboff .   Sanford  Treguboff  started  off  with  a  small 
fundraising  organization  and  watched  it  and  made  it  grow  slowly 
but  surely.   Had  his  hand  in  everything  there  was  to  have  your 
hand  in.   He  was  very  skillful  in  handling  the  people  he  had  to 
deal  with.   He  had  his  favorites  and  some  of  the  leaders  had 
him  for  their  favorite.   He  had  entree  into  almost  every  place, 
and  of  course  he  had  a  knack  of  being  known  and  acceptable  in 
the  other  charitable  groups.   So  he  molded  that  Federation  for 
many  years ,  and  then  for  reasons  I  never  quite  comprehended  he 
decided  to  retire  early.   I  wasn't  necessarily  in  agreement 
with  him,  but  that's  what  he  wanted.   So  he  retired  and  Lou 
Weintraub,  who  was  his  assistant  for  years,  took  over. 

Glaser:     Then  when  Mr.  Treguboff  was  supposed  to  retire,  he  made  it 
known  that  he  didn't  want  to  leave.   And  according  to  Lou 
Weintraub,  you  very  delicately  and  gently  handled  that 
situation  and  made  it  easy  for  Mr.  Treguboff  to  leave. 

Steinhart:   Let's  change  it  a  little.   Sanford  Treguboff  never  backed  off 
his  decision  to  leave,  but  he  did  want  to  come  back  in  with  a 
position  like  —  not  just  emeritus,  but  one  that  would  have  given 
him  some  handle  in  the  Federation,  some  authority  at  the 
administrative  level. 

To  me  Lou  Weintraub,  or  anybody  coming  in  as  Treguboff 's 
successor,  had  to  operate  on  his  own  and  couldn't  operate  with 
Treguboff  looking  over  their  shoulder.   So  I  gently  said,  "No, 
no.   You've  got  to  give  Lou  a  chance  now.   And  if  you're  there 
it's  not  going  to  be  the  same."  Treguboff  didn't  disagree,  so 
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Glaser : 
Steinhart: 


that's  about  what  you  heard.   He  did  want  a  little  more 
functioning  role  than  he  got. 

So  it  wasn't  your  feeling  that  it  took  a  lot  of  handling? 
No. 


Louis  Weintraub  and  Brian  Lurie 


Steinhart:   Now,  Lou's  contribution  was  more  than  most  people  accept, 

because  Lou  was,  I  think,  responsible  for  the  structure  of  the 
social  planning  committee.   Lou  was  an  excellent  fundraiser. 
On  the  other  hand,  there  were  some  people  who  were  unhappy  with 
Lou,  and  they  found  Brian  Lurie.   They  wanted  something  younger 
and  fresher  in  the  city,  so  that  group  brought  in  Brian  Lurie 
and  Lou  was  literally  sort  of  forced  out. 

There  was  a  group  of  us  who  made  sure  that  he  was 
protected  when  that  happened.   It  was  quite  a  group,  let  me 
say.   And  it  was  a  rather  bitter  struggle,  but  then  Brian  came 
in  and  has  been  very  effective  and  I  think  very  skillful.   He 
managed  to  lift  the  level  even  higher,  so  there's  been  constant 
growth.   Now  Brian's  going  out  and  I  don't  know  what  the  future 
holds,  I  don't  know  who  the  successor  will  be.   But  I  think 
that  San  Francisco's  been  very  fortunate  in  its  executive 
directors . 


Professional/Lav  Relationship 


Glaser:     What  are  the  factors  that  make  for  a  good  and  sound 
lay /professional  relationship? 

Steinhart:   My  opinion  is  your  executive  director  has  to  lead  but  he 

shouldn't  necessarily  push.   He  has  to  be  able  to  inform  his 
leadership  group  what  he  sees  as  the  needs  of  the  community. 
And  when  his  leadership  group  say  what  they  think  they  want  to 
do,  he  has  to  make  sure  that  he  studies  carefully  what  they're 
venturing  into.   And  he  has  to  be  very  supportive  of  his 
leadership  group.   In  other  words,  when  a  president  gets  up  at 
a  meeting  and  somebody  throws  a  question  at  him,  and  the 
president  doesn't  have  the  knowledge  of  everything  that  he 
should  have,  of  what's  going  on,  it's  up  to  the  executive  at 
that  point,  when  the  president  or  whoever  it  is  turns  to  his 
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Glaser : 
Steinhart : 

Glaser: 


executive  and  says,  "Will  you  fill  in  the  details,"  to  fill 
them  in  effectively  and  not  embarrass  his  leadership  in  the 
process . 

It's  up  to  that  executive  director  to  really  be  alert  to 
what  the  needs  of  the  community  are.   He's  full  time  on  the 
job,  the  lay  is  not  full  time.  His  other  job  is  to  try  to  get 
the  different  lay  factions  to  work  together,  which  they  don't 
always  do.   For  example,  Brian  Lurie  reached  out  to  the 
Orthodox  groups  and  brought  them  into  the  Federation  orbit 
where  before  they  really  hadn't  been  in  it.   About  the  only 
really  Orthodox  relationship  was  through  Saul  White,  who  was 
Orthodox- - 

No,  he  was  Conservative. 

He  was  Conservative,  that's  right.   He  was  an  exceptional  man. 
But  the  Orthodox  had  really  not  been  into  the  Federation  group. 
It's  a  tough  question  to  answer. 

Well,  I  think  it's  a  very  worthwhile  answer  that  you've  given 
me  and  there's  a  lot  of  insight  in  what  you  say. 
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XI  JEWISH  DEFENSE  ORGANIZATIONS 


American  Jewish  Committee.  Chairman.  San  Francisco  Chapter. 
1962-1963 

Glaser:     Let's  talk  about  the  American  Jewish  Committee.  What  was  it 
like  when  you  became  active?  This  would  be  when  you  returned 
from  the  navy. 

Steinhart:   Let's  see,  I  returned  from  the  navy  in  what,  1946,  I  guess. 
The  American  Jewish  Committee's  local  chapter  was  started  in 
1945.   The  original  American  Jewish  Committee  was  what  you'd 
call  non-Zionist.   I  wouldn't  say  they  were  anti-Zionist,  but 
they  were  not  pro-Zionist,  and  for  good  reason  in  my  mind. 
Looking  at  what  I  saw,  and  I  was  fairly  young,  I  guess  I  was 
around  twenty -six,  twenty -seven,  four  years  of  that  spent  in 
the  armed  service  in  the  navy,  so  I  wasn't  exposed  to  much 
going  on  here.   The  thought  of  these  people  were  that  the  Jews 
who  were  to  be  gotten  out  of  Germany,  the  concentration  camps, 
Russia,  wherever  they  were  oppressed,  should  not  be 
concentrated  in  a  separate  state,  in  a  Zionist  state.   But  they 
should  be  absorbed  into  the  various  countries  such  as  Britain, 
the  United  States,  Australia,  South  America.  More  or  less  a 
dispersion  of  them  because  these  people  foresaw  exactly  what  is 
happening  now,  that  once  you  create  a  Jewish  state  you're  going 
to  create  a  problem,  especially  if  you're  located  in  Israel. 

And  exactly  what  they  predicted  has  come  to  pass.   Right 
now,  this  very  day,  you  can  see  the  crisis  that's  facing  the 
Jewish  State  of  Israel.   I  think  for  the  record  we  ought  to 
show  we're  talking  about  the  problem  with  Iraq. 

The  various  countries  would  not  open  their  immigration 
quotas.   The  United  States  was  probably  the  worst,  they 
wouldn't  open  it  at  all,  and  Franklin  Roosevelt  was  no  help  at 
all  in  that  particular  problem.   In  fact,  he  was  very  bad.   He 
was  also  bad  for  the  Jewish  state.   Britain  didn't  open  up 
much,  South  America  did,  but  the  Jews  flocked  to  Israel.   So 
eventually  you  had  Israel  accepted  as  a  state  and  anti-Zionism, 


46 


as  far  as  the  American  Jewish  Committee  was  concerned,  was  a 
thing  of  the  past.   There  was  no  sense  talking  about  it  anymore 
because  the  important  thing  now  was  to  make  that  state  a  safe 
place  for  the  Jews  to  go  to,  because  it  was  the  only  place  they 
could  go  if  they  could  get  there.   So  the  American  Jewish 
Committee  changed  its  tune. 

It  did  not  go  to  the  extreme  of  what  you'd  call  the 
Zionist  groups  who  said  all  Jews  should  go  to  Israel.   The 
American  Jewish  Committee  said  Jews  should  go  to  the  other 
countries  as  much  as  they  could  and  disperse.   But  those  who 
didn't  should  go  to  Israel.   They  were  not  like  the  American 
Council  for  Judaism,  who  were  afraid  of  the  Israel  state. 

Glaser:     Did  the  AJC  at  that  point  help  financially  in  getting  people 
out  of  the  displaced  persons  camps? 

Steinhart:   No,  no.   That  was  all  pretty  well  done  by  the  Joint 

Distribution  Committee,  the  HIAS ,  and  private  people.   But  no, 

the  American  Jewish  Committee  was  not  involved  in  that  at  all 
that  I  know  of. 

My  father  was  approached  by  Judge  Proskauer  of  New  York,  a 
prominent  lawyer  in  New  York,  big  firm;  he  was  a  friend  of  his. 
And  Proskauer  said,  "Jesse,  we  need  a  group  in  San  Francisco, 
get  it  together."   So  my  father  picked  up  the  phone  and  he 
called  Edgar  Sinton  and  said,  "Edgar,  we  need  a  group  in  San 
Francisco,  get  it  together."   Edgar  Sinton  claimed  he  said  to 
my  dad,  "Why  do  you  call  me?  Why  don't  you  call  other  people?" 
And  my  dad  replied,  "I  have  and  they  won't  do  it."   So  Edgar 
Sinton  and  my  dad  organized  the  American  Jewish  Committee 
chapter  in  San  Francisco. 

I  forget  the  name  of  the  first  director,  that's  how  bad  I 
am.   A  very  nice  guy.   But  we  were  not  a  high-powered  group. 
We  began  to  dip  our  feet  into  the  field  of  anti-Semitism, 
really.   We  weren't  particularly  concerned  too  much  so  with 
Israel.  Although  we  did  not  like  the  approach  of  the  grand  old 
man  there,  the  prime  minister  of  Israel,  Ben  Gurion,  who  said 
all  Jews  should  come  to  Israel.   As  a  matter  of  fact,  that  so 
upset  one  of  our  national  leaders  on  the  American  Jewish 
Committee  that  he  made  a  trip  and  told  Ben  Gurion  to  shut  up 
and  that  we  weren't  going  to  go  along  with  that  kind  of  talk, 
and  he  should  stop  it.   That  the  Jewish  state  was  there  but  the 
American  Jew  is  an  American  Jew,  and  we  weren't  going  to  become 
an  Israel  Jew.   I  can't  put  my  finger  on  his  name  but  he  was  a 
well-known  national  figure  of  his  time.   And  Ben  Gurion  did 
tone  it  down. 
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The  American  Jewish  Committee  did  not  go  to  that  extreme 
that  everybody  should  go  to  Israel.   And  they  wanted  to  make  it 
clear  in  their  point  of  view  that  the  American  Jew  was  an 
American  first,  very  supportive  of  Israel,  but  his  loyalties 
were  with  the  United  States.   It  was  a  middle  of  the  road,  more 
or  less,  group  at  that  point.   It's  a  conservative  outlook  and 
it  was  effective.   They  were  to  the  right  of  the  UJA  [United 
Jewish  Appeal],  I  would  say.  UJA  being  really  a  fundraising 
group  still  packed  a  wallop  politically. 

Glaser:     Also  to  the  right  of  the  American  Jewish  Congress. 

Steinhart:   Yes,  but  in  a  different  sense  of  the  word,  not  connected  with 
Zionism.   It  was  a  different  point  of  view.   I  think  it  was  a 
difference  in  political  outlook  that  pervaded  all  of  their 
politics,  but  they  were  definitely  to  the  right  of  the  American 
Jewish  Congress.   Pretty  conservative,  but  heavily  interested 
in  fighting  anti-Semitism,  that  was  the  main  thing.   To  enter 
this  field  and  stop  discrimination  against  Jews,  stop 
propaganda  against  Jews,  stop  the  teaching  of  the  Gospel  of 
Saint  Mark  at  the  Easter  services,  things  like  that. 

We  stumbled  and  bumbled  a  while  and  did  fairly  well.   We 
got  interested  in  interrelating  with  the  Catholic  groups.   The 
black  groups  sort  of  held  us  at  distance.   They  really  didn't 
want  us  to  help  too  much.   We  were  active  in  the  field  of 
executive  suite  and  the  clubs. 

Glaser:     When  you  were  president  of  the  San  Francisco  chapter,  were 
there  any  special  problems? 

Steinhart:   You  know,  it's  hard  to  put  your  finger  and  say  we  had  one 

terribly  crushing  problem  that  we  had  to  face.   I  think  the 
most  important  was  trying  to  keep  the  archbishop  from  preaching 
that  Gospel  of  St.  Mark  at  the  Easter  service. 

Glaser:     Explain  that,  I  don't  know  anything  about  that. 

Steinhart:   Well,  I  forget  what  it  is,  you  may  have  to  correct  me.   But  the 
Gospel  of  Saint  Mark  teaches  that  when  Christ  was  tried  Pontius 
Pilate  asked  the  Jews  who  they  wanted  to  free.   And  the  Jews 
could  have  chosen  Jesus  Christ  but  they  chose  Barabbas .   The 
result  was  that  the  Jews  were  accused  of  causing  the 
crucifixion  of  Jesus.   That  has  been  the  core  of  anti-Semitism 
in  Catholic  teaching  since  that  Gospel  came  into  being.   And  we 
violently  objected  to  it  being  used  in  the  Easter  service, 
condemning  the  Jews  for  the  crucifixion  of  Jesus.   And  yet  our 
archbishop  used  to  allow  it  to  go  on,  and  we  used  to  get  up 
there  and  say,  you  can't  do  this!   Eventually  you  see  today 
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that  you  very  seldom  see  that  in  the  service .   But  that  was  one 
of  the  crucial  things  in  those  days.   Same  thing  as  with  the 
Oberammergau  play,  it's  the  same  thing.   But  that  has  been  one 
of  the  major  sources  of  anti-Semitism. 

Glaser:     Has  the  American  Jewish  Committee  been  effective  in  its  work? 

Steinhart:   Very.   More  so  in  prior  years  than  in  current  years.   There 

was  much  more  widespread  anti-Semitism  then  than  there  is  now. 
Now,  unfortunately,  I  think  anti-Semitism  is  on  the  rise  again. 
While  we've  always  said  there's  overlap  of  Jewish  organizations 
in  the  field  fighting  anti-Semitism,  there's  never  enough. 

H 

Steinhart:  While  you  have  periods  where  anti-Semitism  is  at  a  very  low 
level,  you  run  into  periods  where  anti-Semitism  is  going  to 
increase,  and  you  see  the  signs  of  it  increasing  right  in  the 
Bay  Area  here.   I'm  afraid  it's  going  to  increase  to  a  higher 
pitch  over  the  Iraqi  situation.   It  depends  what  happens  but 
there's  a  big  threat.   So  these  organizations  better  stay  alive 
so  that  you  have  these  groups  to  fight  this  anti-Semitism  when 
it  comes  up.   We  now  have  the  weapons  to  do  it  with,  it  should 
be  easier,  but  we  also  have  tougher  fringe  groups. 

Glaser:     But  if  you  have  too  many  organizations  you  run  into  the  problem 
of  fundraising,  don't  you? 

Steinhart:  Yes,  but  the  proliferation  of  the  anti- defamation  field  is  no 
longer  that  large.  You  still  have  the  two  major  groups,  the 
Anti -Defamation  League  and  the  American  Jewish  Committee,  and 
they  both  do,  I  think,  a  tremendous  amount  of  work. 

Glaser:     Does  the  American  Jewish  Committee  still  have  the  reputation  as 
being  an  elitist  organization? 

Steinhart:   I  think  so  and  I  think  it's  to  their  detriment.   I  was  recently 
asked  to  return  as  a  board  member  of  the  national  board  and  I 
said,  "No,  I'm  too  old."   I  think  there  ought  to  be  younger 
blood  on  the  board.   But  it's  a  hard  thing  to  do  because  the 
younger  people  haven't  the  money  to  support  the  organization. 
The  older  people  do,  and  you  get  them  on  the  board  you  get 
money  from  them.   On  the  other  hand,  I  found  that  there  was  a 
need  for  younger  people  to  get  on  the  board.  Younger  people 
like  Steve  Swig  who's  on  the  board.   Very  effective.   Also  we 
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Glaser : 
Steinhart 


now  have  a  new  young  national  director, 
be  very  effective. 

Is  that  David  Harris? 


who  I  think  is  going  to 


Yes.   I  am  quite  impressed  with  him.   I'd  say  I  think  the 
American  Jewish  Committee  has  for  some  years  been  too  quiet.   1 
think  they  ought  to  blow  their  own  bugle  a  little  louder  and 
make  a  little  more  noise.   I  don't  think  they're  as  nationally 
powerful  or  prominent  as  they  were  in  the  earlier  days  when 
John  Slawson  was  the  director  and  Bert  Gold.   Bert  Gold  I 
thought  was  very  effective.   I  look  forward  to  young  Dave 
Harris. 


Northern  California  Joint  Defense  Appeal 


Glaser:     You  were  the  state  chairman  in  1960  for  the  Northern  California 
Joint  Defense  Appeal.   What  was  that? 

Steinhart:   I  was  chairman? 
Glaser:     Yes. 

Steinhart:   Well,  that's  news  I  guess.   The  Joint  Defense  Appeal  was  the 

fundraising  organization  for  the  Ant i- Defamation  League  and  the 
American  Jewish  Committee. 

Glaser:     What  was  the  relationship  with  that  organization  to  the 

American  Jewish  Congress?  It  didn't  have  any  relationship  to 
other  defense  organizations? 

Steinhart:   No,  it  was  solely  the  fundraising  arm  of  the  ADL  and  the  AJC. 
It  broke  up  when  Ben  Epstein  decided  that  the  ADL  was  going 
into  the  European  field,  and  the  American  Jewish  Committee  was 
objecting  to  having  the  funds  diverted  into  the  European  work 
of  the  Anti -Defamation  League.   Ben  Epstein  wouldn't  back  off 
of  it  and  John  Slawson  didn't  quite  know  what  to  do.   The 
result  was  we  fell  apart.   The  Joint  Defense  Appeal  just  ceased 
to  exist,  and  each  one  had  to  go  out  on  its  own  and  raise  funds 
for  itself. 
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XII  JEWISH  COMMUNITY  BULLETIN 


Purchase  of  the  Emanu-El  Bulletin 


Glaser:     I  want  to  ask  you  about  the  Jewish  Community  Bulletin.   You 

referred  to  it  becoming  a  community  newspaper  when  your  father 
and  several  others  bought  the  Emanu-El.   Marcel  Hirsch  said  in 
his  oral  history  that  the  Emanu-El  Bulletin  was  purchased  in 
1946  from  Sol  Silverman.   And  then  your  father  asked  Gene  Block 
to  become  the  editor? 

Steinhart:   Yes.   Gene  Block  wore  two  hats.   He  was  also  head  of  the  JCRC. 
Glaser:     What  was  he  like  as  an  editor? 

Steinhart:   Very  confident  and  very  conservative.   He  didn't  have  any  money 
to  work  with.   The  budget  for  the  Bulletin  was  practically  nil, 
and  he  managed  to  put  out  this  four  to  eight  page  sheet  and  do 
it  pretty  well.   The  idea  was  to  keep  this  paper  from  allowing 
other  private  papers  to  come  in  and  it  was  a  success  in  that. 

Then  later  on,  I  think  I  was  president  of  the  Federation 
when  the  question  of  do  we  continue  the  Bulletin  or  don't  we 
continue  the  Bulletin  was  raised.   I  appointed  a  committee--! 
think  Marshall  Kuhn  was  the  head  of  it.   They  were  to  look  into 
it.   They  came  back  and  I  laid  down  a  caveat  that  if  we  were 
going  to  continue  it,  it  needed  a  substantial  increase  in  its 
budget.   I  think  Marcel  Hirsch  was  president  of  the  Bulletin  at 
that  time  and  the  committee  report  was,  "Yes,  we  need  the 
Bulletin  and  yes,  we  should  increase  the  funds." 

About  that  point  I  think  Marcel  decided  they  needed  a  new 
editor  and  we  found  Geoffrey  Fisher.   Geoffrey  Fisher  expanded 
that  paper  to  a  considerable  thing  but  nothing  to  like  what  it 
is  today.   In  its  original  stages,  as  I  said  before,  it  was  a 
privately -owned  organization.   It  was  not  a  charitable 
organization.   It  didn't  qualify  as  a  charitable  organization, 
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as  I  recall.   But  it  was  a  non-profit  organization  so  we  didn't 
pay  any  taxes. 

I  remember  when  I  dealt  with  the  problem  of  trying  to  get 
our  postal  permit  changed  so  we  could  mail  the  paper  at  a 
cheaper  rate.   We  ran  into  the  problem  of  whether  we  could 
become  a  charitable  organization  and  no,  we  couldn't  because  we 
didn't  fit  the  guidelines  because  of  our  advertising.   We 
weren't  using  all  the  proceeds  for  non-charitable  purposes.   So 
we  had  to  abandon  that. 


Board  of  Directors1 


Steinhart:   But  the  board  of  directors  was  self -perpetuating.   I  got 

connected  with  the  board  because  of  Abe  Shragge.   I  was  Abe's 
attorney,  and  they  had  decided  that  I  would  be  a  good  attorney 
for  the  Bulletin,  so  I  had  to  attend  all  the  meetings.   I 
attended  them  all.   When  Abe  retired,  Marcel  took  over  and  I 
continued  to  attend  in  that  advisory  capacity.   It  was  still 
privately  owned  with  the  board  nominating  its  successors,  and 
we'd  had  a  period  where  we  had  filled  no  vacancies.   One  of  the 
members  of  the  board  suddenly  sprang  that  we  were  going  to  fill 
the  vacancies.   We  had  a  real  dispute,  a  donnybrook,  because  we 
couldn't  agree  on  how  to  fill  them.   When  we  finally  passed 
that  crisis,  we  managed  to  overcome  the  point  of  view  of  the 
person  who  started  this. 

We  reorganized  the  Bulletin  entirely  by  amending  the 
charter  and  the  by-laws.   We  designated  certain  organizations, 
who  were  beneficiaries  of  the  Federation,  who  could  each 
appoint  a  board  member.   They  had  the  majority  of  the 
appointments  and  the  Federation  appointed  the  rest.   I  think 
the  Federation  had  one  less  member  than  the  constituents 
had- -but  it  was  no  longer  self -perpetuating.   These  various 
organizations  each  had  a  member  appointed  to  the  board.   I 
think  it's  still  run  that  way  today. 


Federation  Support 

Glaser:     In  1954  the  Bulletin  was  a  beneficiary  rather  than  an 

administrative  arm  of  the  Federation.   What  were  the  pros  and 
cons  of  that?   It  received  money  from  the  Federation. 


]In  a  telephone  conversation,  Mr.  Steinhart  related  that  he  resigned 
as  president  of  the  Bulletin  when  he  became  president  of  the  Federation  in 
1969.  Melvin  M.  Swig  took  over  the  Bulletin' s  presidency.  With  his  term 
as  Federation  president  over  in  1971,  Mr.  Steinhart  succeeded  Mr.  Swig  as 
Bulletin  president,  and  Mr.  Swig  became  president  of  the  Federation. 
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Steinhart:  Always  received  money  from  the  Federation. 

Glaser:  But  it  was  separate? 

Steinhart:  Well,  it  still  is  today,  I  believe. 

Glaser:  But  prior  to  that  was  it  part  of  the  Federation? 

Steinhart:   No,  it  was  never  part  of  the  Federation.   I  don't  know  whether 
they've  amended  their  charter  and  by-laws  now.   I  don't  know 
what  its  status  is  today,  but  what  it  was  when  I  started  was  a 
privately- owned  non-profit  corporation.   The  members  had 
certificates  of  membership.   Never  did  they  vote  them.   When 
you  died  your  membership  died  with  you.   It  was  not 
transferrable  after  your  death.   There  was  a  provision  in  the 
non-profit  law  that  provided  for  this  type  of  organization. 
When  we  got  to  this  board  dispute,  I  took  the  precaution  of 
getting  the  proxies  from  all  the  surviving  members  so  if  it 
ever  came  down  I  did  have  sufficient  proxies.   But  I  never  used 
them. 

Then  we  changed  the  corporate  setup  so  we're  still 
non-profit,  but  we  set  it  up  so  that  the  constituent 
agencies- -we  selected  them  at  random- -could  appoint  these 
members  and  the  Federation  could  appoint  their  members.   I 
assume  that's  the  way  it  is  now.   But  it  still  receives  funds 
from  the  Federation;  it's  not  a  part  of  the  Federation.   Now 
maybe  that's  changed,  I  wouldn't  know. 

Glaser:     Why  did  the  shareholders  turn  their  stock  over  to  you? 

Steinhart:   Because  I'm  a  nice  person. 

Glaser:     [laughs]   Well,  you  know,  virtue  is  its  own  reward. 

Steinhart:   All  I  can  tell  you  is  I  explained  we  were  having  a  difficult 

situation  and  there  might  be  a  need  for  me  to  exercise  a  proxy 
in  order  to  keep  the  officers  in  office,  and  would  they  please 
. send  me  their  stock  with  their  proxy.  And  they  did. 

Glaser:     And  you  kept  this  for  the  duration? 

Steinhart:  Well,  let's  say  this.   I  never  used  the  proxies,  I  didn't  have 
to.   We  accomplished  our  purpose  in  another  route.   And  I'm 
saying  we,  Edgar  Sinton,  myself,  Marcel  Hirsch,  Bob  Levison, 
Sr.   I  forget  who  the  other  one  was,  I  think  it  probably  was 
Rennie  [Reynold]  Colvin,  I'm  not  sure.   And  I  never  used  the 
proxies. 


Glaser: 


Steinhart 


Glaser: 
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But  right  after  that  we  changed  the  articles  on  the 
by-laws,  and  did  away  with  the  stockownership.   It  no  longer 
was  a  stockownership  charitable  corporation,  so  the 
certificates  were  worthless  at  that  point.   Personally,  I  think 
the  certificates  may  have  had  some  value  because  the  Bulletin 
could  have  been  sold.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  there  was  a  group 
in  Los  Angeles  who  were  trying  to  buy  up  all  these  papers  on 
the  Pacific  Coast,  and  they'd  have  paid  us  if  we'd  offered  it 
for  sale. 

What  did  the  Bulletin  do  to  make  itself  more  responsive  to  the 
community?  Was  there  a  period  of  time  when  it  was  felt  that 
the  paper  was  too  much  a  Federation  spokesman  rather  than  being 
interested  in  the  community  itself? 

I  don't  think  so  because  the  newspaper,  up  to  that  time,  was 
nowhere  near  under  control  of  the  Federation.   The  shareholders 
could  control  it  but  they  never  did.   The  board  was  pretty  well 
self -perpetuating,  and  since  we  got  our  subvention  from  the 
Federation,  we  couldn't  offend  the  Federation.   But  the 
Federation  did  not  interfere  in  the  paper. 

I  guess  you're  right,  because  there  were  some  letters  to  the 
editor  attacking  the  Federation,  and  the  Bulletin  took  the 
position  that  they  were  not  going  to  censor  these  letters. 
They  permitted  them  to  be  printed. 


Steinhart:   Yes. 


The  Bulletin  Today 


Glaser:     How  do  you  view  the  current  publication,  now  called  the 
Northern  California  Jewish  Bulletin? 

Steinhart:   I  think  it  spends  too  much  money  of  the  Federation.   It  has  an 
enormous  budget. 

Glaser:     It's  got  a  much  bigger  staff  than  it  did  before. 

Steinhart:   It's  got  a  huge  staff.  We  had  a  staff,  I  think,  of  a  total  of 
four  or  five  people  and  we  ran  it  with  that.   But  our  aim  was 
to  make  it  self-sufficient.   In  other  words,  our  aim  was  to 
make  it  self-supportive  through  its  advertising.   And  our  aim 
had  always  been  to  expand  it  so  that  it  covered  not  just  the 


54 


San  Francisco  Jewish  community  but  it  would  cover  the  East  Bay, 
and  we  even  tried  to  expand  it  up  into  Sacramento  and  into 
Sonoma.   I  made  quite  a  few  trips  up  to  Sacramento.  We 
couldn't  quite  swing  it  and  I  didn't  quite  make  the  grade.   I 
think  we  made  the  grade  at  that  time  with  the  East  Bay  finally. 

Glaser:     That's  been  fairly  recent,  I  think  in  1985  or  so. 

Steinhart:   Well,  we  always  tried  it  and  every  time  we  went  to  the  budget 
committee  for  our  funds  one  member  of  the  budget  members  said, 
"Why  aren't  you  self-sufficient  yet?"  Well,  instead  of 
becoming  more  self-sufficient  it's  become  more  dependent.   I'm 
not  sure  that's  what  I  wanted  when  I  look  at  it  and  I'm  not 
sure  that  we  need  as  big  a  paper  as  we're  getting.   Sometimes  I 
question  the  editorial  orientation  of  the  paper.   I  have  my 
questions  about  it.   I  think  it  could  be  considerably  smaller 
and  still  serve  the  same  purpose  and  use  less  funds  and  allow 
those  funds  used  for  other  more  necessary  purposes. 
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XIII  MORE  ON  FEDERATION  PRESIDENCY 
[Interview  3:   February  21,  1991 ]## 

Relationship  to  Board 


Glaser: 


Steinhart 


I  have  some  follow  up  questions  about  the  Federation, 
a  president  work  most  effectively  with  his  board? 


How  does 


Glaser: 


I'm  speaking  of  when  I  was  president.   The  only  way  the 
president  can  really  work  effectively  with  the  board  is  if  he 
has  a  good  executive  director  because  it's  the  executive 
director  who  knows  what  has  to  be  done,  what  should  be  done, 
and  he  gives  the  direction. 

The  charitable  organization  usually  differs  from  a 
corporation.   In  a  corporation  the  president  or  the  CEO  is  the 
officer  who  runs  it,  and  he's  a  full-time  employee.   In  a 
charity  the  president's  really  just  the  chairman  of  the  board 
for  the  purposes  of  conducting  the  meetings.   The  president  is 
not  full  time,  usually  it  takes  a  very  small  amount  of  his 
time- -I  figured  it  took  about  a  third  of  my  time.   He  can 
originate  if  he  wishes.   If  he  has  a  particular  thing  or 
project  he  likes,  he  can  put  it  forward.   But  most  of  the  time 
you  confer  with  your  executive  director  as  to  where  the  needs 
are,  what  the  needs  are,  and  what  direction  you're  going. 

I  worked  under  Sanford  Treguboff,  who  was  the  director 
from  infancy,  really,  of  the  Federation.   I  worked  only  one 
year  with  Lou  Weintraub  and  then  my  term  was  up.   Shortly 
thereafter  Brian  Lurie  came  in.   Of  course  Brian  Lurie  entered 
with  his  style,  which  was  different  from  the  style  of  the 
previous  two  and  should  have  been. 

You  had  come  into  contact  with  Rabbi  Lurie  when  you  were  on  the 
executive  committee? 
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Steinhart:  No,  Lou  Weintraub  was  still  the  executive  director.  I  was  not 
on  either  the  executive  committee  or  the  board  when  Brian  came 
along. 


Committee  Assignments 


Glaser:     How  did  you  handle  committee  assignments  or  committee 
chairmanships  for  board  members? 

Steinhart:  Usually  your  committee  assignments  are  planned  two  or  three 

years  in  advance.   People  are  coming  up  the  line,  working  their 
way  up  into  the  hierarchy  so  to  speak,  and  you're  bringing  them 
along.   Your  executive  director,  and  your  president  are 
fostering  these  people,  bringing  them  along.   Each  one  is  in 
effect  being  groomed  for  presidency.   Some  of  them  fall  by  the 
wayside,  some  of  them  aren't  interested,  but  these  are  the 
people  who  have  been  on  the  board  a  considerable  period  of  time 
and  have  done  a  lot  of  work,  shown  a  lot  of  interest.   It's  not 
just  a  reward  system  but  it  falls  into  natural  order. 

Glaser:     When  you  say  that  you  groom  them,  does  this  mean  a  matter  of 
how  you  assign  people  to  different  tasks? 

Steinhart:  Yes.   This  is  speaking  of  the  Federation  in  my  day.   We're  not 
speaking  of  the  current  because  I  don't  know  how  it  works 
today.   But  in  my  day  you  could  come  up  in  two  routes.   You 
come  up  through  the  route  of  being  active  in  the  beneficiary 
organizations  such  as  the  Family  Service  Agency,  the  Centers, 
Mount  Zion  Hospital,  you  could  come  in  that  way.   Usually  Mount 
Zion  didn't  come  up  into  the  Federation.   Mount  Zion  was  pretty 
high  in  itself. 

Or  you  could  work  up  through  the  Federation  where  you'd 
start  out  usually  on  the  subcommittees  of  the  fundraising 
committees.   You  usually  worked  up  on  the  social  planning 
committees.   There  weren't  too  many  social  planning  committees 
because  that  didn't  begin  until  sometime  later.   You  worked 
yourself  up  really  on  the  fundraising  side  of  it. 

I  had  the  distinction- -I  think  it's  still  unique  —  of  being 
the  only  one  who  was  co-chairman  or  chairman  of  the  fund  drive 
three  times,  twice  with  Marshall  Kuhn  and  once  by  myself.   I 
had  worked  up  pretty  much  through  the  Family  Service  Agency, 
the  American  Jewish  Committee,  and  the  fundraising  side.   So 
you're  in  a  natural  line. 
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In  those  days  you  usually  became  a  vice-president  and  then 
you  were  in  line  for  the  presidency.   Not  all  the 
vice-presidents  were  selected  as  presidents,  but  it  worked 
itself  out. 

I  am  firmly  convinced  that  in  my  day  you  couldn't  be 
president  of  the  Federation  unless  you  had  the  approval  of 
Walter  Haas.   [chuckles]   Walter  Haas  had  to  approve  of  you,  as 
far  as  I  know,  or  there  was  no  dice.   I  always  had  the  feeling 
that  Walter  was  always  interested,  he  was  always  consulted.   I 
don't  think  it  was  ever  direct,  but  I  have  a  hunch  that 
Treguboff  would  always  discuss  it  with  Walter.   "Okay,"  and 
that  was  that. 

Glaser:     Did  Edgar  Sinton  have  some  of  that  same  kind  of  role  on  a 
lesser  scale? 

Steinhart:   No,  not  with  the  Federation.   Edgar  Sinton  wasn't  overly 

involved  in  the  Federation;  he  really  stuck  to  the  American 
Jewish  Committee.   But  I  always  thought  it  was  pretty  much  that 
way. 

Glaser:     You  talked  about  the  creation  of  the  social  planning  and 

budgeting  committee,  and  you  said  that  this  was  really  Lou 
Weintraub's  idea. 

Steinhart:   The  Committee  of  100,  as  I  recall,  it  was  called.   That  was 
just  before  I  came  in,  and  I  understand  it  was  pretty  much 
Lou's  creation.   Now  I  can't  give  you  too  many  details  on  it 
because  I'm  pretty  fuzzy  on  it. 

Glaser:     I  thought  you  said  it  was  his  idea  but  that  you  implemented  it, 
and  I  wanted  to  ask  what  you  did  to  implement  it. 

Steinhart:   When  I  say  I  implemented  I  guess  I  had  him  approve  it  and  put 
it  into  effect.   I'm  too  hazy  on  that  to  really  give  you  any 
recollection. 
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XIV  FUNDRAISING 


Effective  Campaigning 


Glaser:     What  is  the  most  effective  way  to  raise  funds  and  to  arouse  a 
philanthropic  impulse  in  other  people? 

Steinhart:   It's  almost  impossible  to  answer  that  question  in  my  book,  but 
I'm  glad  you  asked  it  because  I  wanted  to  go  into  it.   Again,  I 
can't  speak  for  what  happens  today,  and  today  they  raise  many 
millions  of  dollars  in  their  annual  fund  drive.  When  I  was 
fund  campaign  chairman  or  co-chairman  I  was  always  frustrated 
because  we  could  never  go  over  the  $3  million  mark.   Today  that 
seems  like  a  pittance. 

Now  what  actually  happened  was,  until  the  creation  of  the 
State  of  Israel  we  raised  it  mainly  for  our  local  usage  and  our 
national  organizations,  and  even  the  national  organizations 
weren't  on  that  large  a  scale.   For  example,  there  was  no  need 
to  raise  funds  for  Israel.   There  was  no  UJA  [United  Jewish 
Appeal].   The  American  Jewish  Committee  had  been  formed,  but 
there  was  no  chapter  in  most  of  the  cities.   Fundraising  was 
mostly  limited,  and  I  guess  you'd  say  it  supplemented  the 
Community  Chest  or  United  Crusade.   Then  came  this  momentous 
event,  the  State  of  Israel.   That  changed  fundraising. 

One  of  the  episodes  I  was  going  to  recall  is  I  going  to 
one  of  the  meetings  and  Lloyd  Dinkelspiel- -he  was  called  Lloyd 
Dink- -was  the  chairman,  and  he  announced  that  we  had  to  raise 
money  to  help  Israel.   This  was  a  one-time  deal  but  they  needed 
it- -I  forget  the  cause,  I  think  it  was  just  because  it  had  been 
created.   Next  year  I  remember  going  to  the  same  place,  same 
meeting  and  Lloyd  said,  "Well,  here  we  are  again,  and  I'm  going 
to  tell  you  now  we're  going  to  be  back  every  year  hereafter." 

So  it  just  changed  it.   It  also  changed  this  dispute- -and 
I  think  we  touched  on  that  before  —  of  Zionism,  anti-Zionism  and 
using  that  in  a  connection  of  a  State  of  Israel  or  not  a  State 


59 


of  Israel.   But  that  argument  had  disappeared  because  we  now 
had  the  state.   Well,  let's  put  it  this  way,  Marshall  and  I 
soon  found  out  that  the  only  way  we  could  get  dollars  out  of 
people  was  to  talk  about  Israel.   Ue  couldn't  raise  a  penny  if 
we  talked  about  the  local  needs  and  the  national  needs,  it  just 
fell  on  deaf  ears .   To  raise  the  money  we  had  to  talk  about 
Israel,  and  we  sort  of  tagged  the  local  and  national 
beneficiaries  along  on  the  tail  of  Israel.   It  used  to  annoy 
some  of  us  that  we  couldn't  quite  meet  the  needs  of  our  local 
organizations  but  had  to  talk  about  Israel  to  this  extent.   But 
we  needed  money  so  we  did  it. 

Glaser:     Isn't  there  for  some  people  a  controversy  between  the  needs  of 
local  organizations,  the  local  community,  and  Israel?   People 
who  feel  that  more  money  should  stay  here. 

Steinhart:   Yes.   I  always  felt  that  more  money  should  stay  here,  but  in 
order  to  get  that  more  money  I  had  to  talk  about  Israel.   Now, 
what  it  is  today  I  don't  know.   I  gather  today  the  feeling  of 
local  needs  is  probably  stronger  than  it  was  then,  and  you  can 
raise  more  money  today  because  you  have  all  these  problems  of 
the  homeless  and  the  refugee  problem.   So  you  have  different 
problems.  Also- -I  think  I'm  right  but  I  wouldn't  want  to 
say --the  influence  of  the  UJA  diminished  considerably.   You  can 
check  that  by  talking  to  your  future  leaders ,  but  it  no  longer 
has  the  clout,  particularly  in  fundraising,  it  used  to  have.   I 
just  don't  know  today  what  the  picture  is,  but  today  I  would 
assume  that  you  can  talk  more  about  your  local  needs. 

But  it  was  very  frustrating  to  have  to  raise  funds  when 
you  knew  that  if  you  want  to  get  the  money  people  were 
interested  in  giving  it  to  Israel.   They  gave  it  to  the  general 
fund,  and  then  we'd  budget  it.   That's  probably  heresy  what 
I've  just  said  but  so  be  it. 

Glaser:     Would  you  compare  the  non- Jewish  fundraising  to  Jewish 
fundraising? 

Steinhart:   Non-Jewish  fundraising  is  abysmal  in  my  book  [chuckles].   I 

would  say  from  my  experience  the  Catholics  did  great,  the  Jews 
did  great,  and  the  Protestant  organizations  didn't  have  the 
skills  in  those  days.   What  they  do  today  I  don't  know. 

I  would  say  that  Jews  have  a  long,  long  history  of 
fundraising  and  they're  pretty  darn  good  at  it.   But  it's  a 
totally  different  ballgame.   You  mention  in  one  of  these  other 
charitable  groups  to  call  cards  and  they'd  throw  you  out  of  the 
room.   Here  we  call  cards  and  be  done  with  them  and  that's  a 
marvelous  way  of  raising  money,  but  they  won't  permit  that. 
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Glaser:     Is  this  the  whole  concept  of  self-help  that  is  part  of  our 
tradition? 

Steinhart:   I'm  going  to  use  a  Jewish  word  that  I  had  to  learn  the  hard 
way,  and  I'm  going  to  tell  you  later  how  I  learned  it. 
Tzedakah  [charity],  that  is  the  Jewish  concept  as  far  as  I'm 
concerned.   You  have  to  give  your  share  to  help  the  others. 

Now,  of  course  the  old  theory  may  be  of  tithing.   Long, 
long  ago  the  Catholics  had  a  compulsory  tithing,  almost,  which 
was  tithing  10%.   So  they  did  very  well.   But  the  rest  of  these 
charity  organizations  and  religious  groups,  they  didn't  have 
that  concept,  apparently. 

Glaser:     Well,  that's  Biblical. 

Steinhart:   It  certainly  is,  it  goes  back  there.   I  guess  it  goes  back  that 
if  we  don't  help  our  own  who  will?  But  it's  a  very  nice 
concept. 
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XVI  STUDENTS'  SIT-IN,  1971 


Advocates  for  Increased  Funding  for  Jewish  Education 


Glaser:     When  you  were  on  the  executive  committee  in  1971  after  your 

presidency,  there  was  a  student  sit-in.  The  students  claimed 
that  there  were  insufficient  funds  for  Jewish  education.  How 
was  this  handled? 

Steinhart:   I'd  say  hilariously.   First  of  all,  the  students  were  a  group 
from  Berkeley  and  they  were  all  nice  young  kids.   They  didn't 
have  really  any  good  idea  what  they  were  talking  about,  and 
they  really  didn't  know  what  they  wanted.   All  they  were 
opposed  to  was  the  establishment,  that's  what  it  came  down  to. 
They  thought  the  establishment  was  assigning  the  funds  in  the 
wrong  way,  and  yet  if  you  asked  them  how  they  wanted  to  do  it 
they  really  didn't  contribute  too  much. 

It  began  one  day  when  I  got  a  call  and  had  to  rush  over  to 
the  Federation  office.   Mel  Swig  was  then  president.   Here  was 
this  group.   The  first  thing  they  had  to  do  was  sing  songs. 
They  had  a  guitar  with  them  and  they  had  to  sing  songs. 
Finally  I  got  a  little  annoyed  and  I  said,  "All  right  now, 
kids,  you've  had  your  fun.   What  do  you  want?  We've  got  other 
things  to  do." 

So  they  said  they  wanted  something  like  a  meeting  with  us. 
And  they  were  prepared  to  get  arrested  and  go  to  jail,  so  we 
set  up  a  meeting.   We  came  to  the  meeting  and  they  immediately 
put  a  tape  recorder  on  the  table.   I  looked  at  them  and  said, 
"You  need  a  tape  recorder?" 

"Well,  yes,  we  do." 

And  I  said,  "Well,  we  won't  use  one,  but  go  ahead."  They 
started  out  by  asking  certain  questions  and  they  picked  on  Mel. 
They  were  needling  him  in  some  technique  a  lawyer  uses.   I 
finally  interrupted  and  said,  "All  right  now,  [thumps  table] 
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Glaser: 
Steinhart: 


Glaser: 


Steinhart: 


we're  not  going  to  answer  any  more  of  that  type  of  question. 
Let's  get  down  to  what  you  really  want." 

We  discussed,  and  they  explained  what  they  needed.  I 

think  we  told  them  pretty  much,  "Well,  you're  not  going  to  get 

it  and  here  are  the  reasons  you're  not  going  to  get  it.  You've 
had  your  meeting  now  so  [thumps  table]  let's  adjourn." 

Mel  backed  it  up,  of  course,  and  we  left.   The  next  thing 
we  know  we  get  a  written  sheet,  a  printed  throwaway  sheet,  in 
which  they  quoted  the  statements  that  Mel  and  I  had  made.   Of 
course  they  were  taken  off  the  tape  recorder,  but  they  were 
quoted  completely  out  of  context.   So  it  was  like  saying  that 
we  said,  "A,  it  is  black."  When  we  said,  "You  people  say  it  is 
black,"  they  just  said,  "He  said  it  was  black." 

That  was  the  end  of  it,  they  disappeared.   We  also  were  a 
little  critical  of  them  because  some  of  these  kids  were  from 
families  who  were  giving  good  sums  to  the  charity  and 
substance.   These  kids  really  had  nothing  to  back  up  what  they 
were  doing  but  they  were  having  fun. 

Did  you  have  a  feeling  that  they  were  manipulated  by  someone? 

No,  definitely  not.   They  had  obviously  in  their  own  sessions 
gone  over  this  ground  over  and  over  and  over  again.   They 
thought  they  had  all  the  answers  to  all  the  questions  we  could 
ask,  and  they  pretty  much  did.   We  asked  a  question  and  they 
had  a  ready  answer. 

We  did  lay  down  one  rule.  We  said,  "You  have  a  spokesman. 
Pick  two  people,  they  can  speak  for  you,  but  we're  not  going  to 
listen  to  all  of  you."  And  they  agreed  to  that  and  they  abided 
by  it.  They  were  very  well-behaved,  they  were  nice  kids. 

During  your  presidency  there  was  a  report  on  Jewish  education 
from  a  committee  that  was  started  in  1969.  Was  any  action  on 
this  taken  during  your  presidency? 

I  don't  remember  it,  I  really  don't.   I  remember  vaguely  that 
there  were  problems  with  the  day  schools ,  and  I  forget  what 
went  into  what.   The  day  school  problem  probably  cropped  up 
later. 
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XVI  TRIPS  ABROAD 


Morocco  and  Europe 


Glaser : 


Steinhart 


Glaser: 
Steinhart 


I  wanted  to  ask  you  about  trips  you  might  have  taken  to  Israel. 
I  know  you  went  to  Morocco  in  1966. 

This  I  want  to  talk  about.   My  recollection  is  that  Marshall 
Kuhn,  Mel  Swig,  and  I --Marshall  and  I  were  the  chairmen  of  the 
campaign,  and  I  think  Mel  was  chairman  of  the  Advance  Gifts 
Division.   I  think  that's  why  the  three  of  us  went.   Treguboff 
was  supposed  to  escort  us  but  at  the  last  minute  he  had  one  of 
his  heart  attacks  and  he  couldn't  go.   So  the  three  of  us  were 
shipped  on  our  way. 

Our  first  stop,  for  reasons  I  don't  know,  we  landed  in 
Copenhagen.   I  think  that  was  Mel's  idea,  he  wanted  to  go  in 
through  there.   So  we  had  some  pleasant  evenings  in  Copenhagen, 
including  one  dinner  where  there  was  this  actor.   "Take  Me  to 
the  Casbah."  What  was  his  name?  Oh,  a  very  well  known  actor. 
He  was  in  the  restaurant  with  a  young  lady,  and  we  stopped  by 
to  talk  to  him.   I  forget,  you'll  think  of  the  name.  You 
remember,  Peppy  LeMoko  or  something  like  that? 

Was  it  that  little  man,  Peter  Lorre? 


No,  not  the  villain  one. 
an  accent. 


He  played  opposite  Bergman.   He  had 


Glaser:     Paul  Henreid? 

Steinhart:   No,  you're  getting  close.   It  was  Charles  Boyer.   Copenhagen 
was  pleasant.   Then,  as  I  recall,  we  went  directly  to  Morocco. 

Glaser:     I  thought  that  Lou  Weintraub  was  on  that  trip. 

Steinhart:   No,  no.   Lou's  trip  was  much  later.   We  flew  to  Paris  and  then 
transferred  to  a  Moroccan  airplane  and  landed  in  Casablanca. 
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And  we  were  met  by- -and  I  cannot  remember  his  name --by  a  man 
named  Henry  somebody  or  other.   Maybe  Mel  will  come  up  with  the 
name. 

The  first  thing  we  were  told  was  the  man  from  the  JDC 
[Joint  Distribution  Committee]  would  not  be  with  us  because  he 
had  been  forced  to  leave  Morocco  that  day.   They  showed  us  the 
note  that  he  had  been  sent,  which  was  an  assassination  threat. 

Glaser:     That  must  have  made  you  feel  comfortable. 

Steinhart:  Oh,  it  made  us  feel  really  nice.  It  had  a  picture  drawn  of  a 
pistol,  and  it  was  an  outright  threat.  Get  out  of  Morocco  or 
else  we'll  kill  you.  So  they  shipped  him  out  of  Morocco. 

From  the  time  we  started  around  on  that  tour,  I  think 
Marshall  and  Mel  and  I  were  absolutely  green  from  one  end  of 
the  day  to  the  other  with  the  sights  we  saw.   I  think  the  first 
thing  that  happened  is  they  took  us  out  to  a  health  center  and 
we  saw  these  women  with  their  babies,  not  too  happy,  some  of 
them  very  hungry.   They  were  being  given  medical  care  and 
supplies  and  powdered  milk.   But  the  most  disconcerting  sight 
was  all  the  little  kids  with  ringworm. 

Glaser:     You  weren't  green  with  envy,  you  were  green  on  the  verge  of 
being  ill. 

Steinhart:   Yes.   [laughs]   And  these  little  kids  were  having  their  heads 
picked  by  hand,  all  the  hair  picked  out,  and  you  could  see  the 
rings  on  their  heads. 

Then  we  were  taken  to  one  little  place  where  there  was  a 
school  for  these  really  adorable -looking  little  kids.   Of 
course,  they  all  had  ringworm  and  they  were  all  clustering 
around  us.   We  weren't  used  to  this.   The  school  was  impressive 
because  it  was  the  only  place  where  the  children  could  come , 
get  a  meal,  and  get  a  shower. 

Glaser:     Were  these  Jewish  institutions  that  you  were  visiting? 

Steinhart:   These  were  all  Jewish  institutions  in  Morocco,  in  Casablanca. 
Then  we  were  taken  out- -I  think  it  was  in  Casablanca- -to  a 
place  which  was  for  girls.   This  is  where  they  took  them  out  of 
the  Mellah  [Jewish  Quarter]  and  tried  to  train  them  and  get 
them  to  be  beauticians  and  things  like  that. 

These  girls  slept  in  these  little,  tiny  bunks;  I  don't 
think  they  were  more  than  two  feet  wide.   And  we  said,  "My 
lord,  how  can  these  girls  be  comfortable  on  that?" 


John  H.  Steinhart,  1970. 
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We  were  told,  "Look,  the  girls  are  blissful  in  them.   This 
is  the  first  time  in  their  lives  they've  ever  had  a  bed  to 
themselves. n 

The  food  was  fairly  good,  1  guess.   The  toughest  episode 
was  going  to  the  soup  kitchen  in  the  Mellah.  though.   I 
remember  one  scene,  we  saw  these  three  men.   Two  of  them  were 
blind  and  one  was  crippled.   The  crippled  was  leading  the 
blind.   Water  came  from  a  central  fountain.   This  Mellah  was 
like  it  was  two  thousand  years  ago.  You  looked  in  their  huts. 
They  were  small  mud  hovels,  they  did  their  living  and  cooking 
in  them.   It  hadn't  changed.   Pumped  the  water  from  the  main 
pump.   I  was  taking  a  picture  at  the  main  pump  and  one  of  the 
guys  signaled,  "No,  don't."   So  I  didn't  and  obviously  he's 
wanted  by  the  police  or  something. 

We  then  traveled  up  to  Fez  and  went  through  the  huge 
Medina  [Arab  Quarter]  up  there.   I  forget  Marshall's  great 
comment  there,  something  about  he  could  speak  the  patois.   That 
was  fairly  interesting. 

We  were  taken  to  one  of  the  schools  where  the  principal 
invited  us  to  his  house  for  lunch.   We  had  an  enormous  lunch, 
but  I  thought  it  was  going  to  begin  with  almost  nothing,  but  it 
went  on  and  on  and  on. 


Then  coming  out  of  Fez  at  night  we  were  stopped  at  the 
border  or  something  or  other,  and  a  man  stuck  a  machine  gun  in 
our  faces  because  this  was  when  Algeria  was  in  the  middle  of 
its  revolution.   It  was  a  pretty  horrifying  trip.   Then  I  think 
we  ended  up  in  Vienna. 

Glaser:     You  didn't  go  from  Morocco  to  Israel? 

Steinhart:   No,  we  did  not  go  to  Israel  on  this  trip.   We're  very  sorry 

that  we  didn't.   We  went  from  Morocco  to  Marseilles,  where  we 
saw  where  the  refugees  were  coming  from  Morocco  and  Algeria, 
mainly  from  Algeria.   The  Algerian  Jews  were  going  into  France 
where  they  were  welcomed. 

Then  we  went  up  to  Vienna,  or  maybe  we  went  to  Vienna 
first,  I  forget  which.  And  our  guide  there  was  Zvi  Garci,  I 
remember  him.   In  Vienna  we  saw  the  refugees  coming  out  of 
Hungary.  We  met  them  at  the  train,  the  Orient  Express,  they 
were  coming  in  on.   We  took  them  to  their  refugee  camp  where 
they  would  stay  one  or  two  days,  and  we  put  them  on  board  the 
airplane.   I  think  what  was  interesting  there  is  wherever  we 
went  we  were  followed  by  some  Arab  people  who  were  spyirtg  on 
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us.   The  Arab  people  in  turn  were  followed  by  the  Viennese 
police  who  were  watching  them.   [chuckles] 

Somewhere  along  the  line  on  that  trip  too  we  ran  into 
Paula  Borenstein.   Paula  Borenstein's  a  history  in  herself. 
She  took  care  of  us  in  Paris,  took  us  to  the  soup  kitchen, 
showed  us  what  was  being  done  in  Paris. 

Glaser:     Was  she  a  UJA  staff  person? 

Steinhart:   She  was  a  JDC  staff  person.   She  was  a  young  lady  who  had  been 
in  a  prison  camp,  one  of  the  death  camps,  and  her  story  is 
quite  something,  it's  a  story  in  itself.   When  the  Americans 
were  coming  close  to  her  camp,  one  day  the  Germans  opened  the 
gate  and  she  and  her  friend  and  a  boy  decided  to  run  for  it. 
The  next  day  they  shut  the  gate  again  and  killed  half  the  Jews 
in  there.   She  worked  her  way  all  the  way  from  this  death  camp 
into  Paris,  hiding  in  haystacks  or  friendly  farms.   That's  a 
yarn  in  itself. 

I  think  that  was  probably  the  highlight  of  our  experience 
as  leaders  of  the  San  Francisco  group.   And  I  say  Marshall 
Kuhn,  Mel  Swig,  and  I,  I  don't  think  we  felt  healthy  the  whole 
darn  trip.  We  didn't  see  things  we  liked. 

f* 

Glaser:     The  trip  must  have  had  quite  an  impact  on  your  coming  back  to 
do  the  fundraising. 

Steinhart:  Marshall  and  I  would,  I  think,  talk  an  average  of  three  nights 
a  week  to  these  little  groups.   We  were  fairly  dramatic  in  our 
descriptions  of  what  we  saw  and  what  the  needs  were.   The 
results  were  that  we  managed  to  get  almost  every  group  to 
increase  their  contribution.   Yes,  it  did  have  a  very  definite 
impact. 


Israel 


Steinhart:   I  think  it  was  a  year  later,  or  two  years  later,  Mel  and  I  went 
to  Israel;  we  took  our  wives  that  time.   That  time  Treguboff 
went  with  us  and  we  saw  what  was  what  in  Israel  under  his 
guidance,  but  it  didn't  have  the  impact  on  us  that  the  first 
trip  had. 
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Glaser:     At  that  period  you  must  have  seen  what  the  country  was  going 
through  to  settle  the  people  coming  out  of  the  camps,  from 
North  Africa. 

Steinhart:   No.   By  that  time  the  people  who  were  being  settled  were  the 

trickle  that  was  coming  out  of  Russia,  Hungary.   We  didn't  see 
any  of  the  North  Africans  particularly;  I  think  that  was  a  year 
or  two  later. 

But  on  the  second  trip  we'd  go  to  these  schools  where  the 
new  immigrants  were  being  taught  Hebrew,  and  they  wouldn't 
speak  a  word  of  any  language  but  Hebrew.   They  did  a  very  fast 
job. 

Glaser:     Those  are  the  ulpans . 

Steinhart:   Yes.   But  compared  to  the  first  trip,  it  was  very  mild  and  very 
pleasant.   But  the  first  trip  was  a  real  trying  experience  and 
we  were  very  glad  to  get  home. 

Glaser:     How  long  were  you  in  Morocco  itself? 

Steinhart:   It's  hard  for  me  to  recall.   I  think  we  were  three  or  four  days 
in  Morocco,  and  then  we  were  up  to  Fez  for  a  couple  of  days. 
They  wouldn't  allow  us  to  go  to  Marrakesh,  they  said  it  was  too 
dangerous,  so  we  could  not  go  to  Marrakesh.   Every  place  we 
went  there  were  armed  soldiers;  it  was  an  armed  camp  at  that 
time . 

Glaser:     Was  the  country  fearful  of  a  revolution  because  of  what  was 
going  on  in  Algeria? 

Steinhart:   Yes.   Whether  it  was  a  fear  of  revolution  or  it  was  because  of 
the  repercussions  coming  out  of  Algeria. 
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XVII   COMMUNITY  UNREST 


Glaser : 


Steinhart 


Glaser: 
Steinhart 


Glaser: 


Steinhart 


Glaser: 


Steinhart 


Social  Problems 

One  gets  the  sense  of  the  early  '70s  being  a  period  of  unrest 
in  many  different  areas. 

It  wasn't  too  bad.  It  was  fairly  mild  compared  to  what's  going 
on  today.  I  think  our  problems  were  much  easier  then  than  they 
are  now.  I  don't  think  we  had  the  social  problems  then  that  we 
have  now . 

Well,  that's  certainly  true.   The  youth  were  in  a  state--. 

The  youth  were  in  a  state  of  rebellion  against  the 
establishment.   And  believe  me,  the  establishment  had  become 
very  stuffy.   I  think  the  San  Francisco  Jewry  was  pretty  darn 
stuffy  from  the  beginning  up  to  through  that  period.   The  San 
Francisco  Jewry  to  me  was  pretty  much  a  closed  shop.   They  did 
not  open  their  arms  wide  to  newcomers  like  they  should  have. 
On  the  social  level  they  were  fairly  snobbish.   I  think  that's 
finally  broken  down  completely. 

That's  an  interesting  statement  coming  from  somebody  who  was 
part- - . 

Part  of  the  establishment.   I  didn't  like  it.   It  did  stultify 
growth,  and  as  we  discussed  once  before,  with  these  people 
coming  in  from  other  areas,  I  think  San  Francisco  was  able  to 
blossom  again.   And  I  think  the  Jewish  community  was  able  to 
more  or  less  blossom  again. 

How  is  it  that  you  were  able  to  step  aside  and  see  this  on  the 
part  of  those  who  were  in  your  circle? 

Maybe  it's  a  trait  I  inherited  from  my  father.   He  was  able  to 
look  and  see  where  these  areas  were  wrong  and  do  something 
about  them.   It  wasn't  hard  to  see  and  I  guess  I  was  less- -I 
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don't  know  what  some  of  these  people  were  scared  of,  but  they 
had  their  own  little  group  and  they  didn't  want  outsiders 
coming  in.   They  didn't  want  to  feel  uncomfortable.   I  wanted 
the  outsiders  in,  I  didn't  want  to  see  this  closed  group.   As  I 
told  you  once  before,  I  know  that  San  Francisco  before  the 
World  War  11  was  really  a  dead  town;  1  was  ready  to  go  to  Los 
Angeles.   And  it  was  World  War  II  that  opened  San  Francisco  up. 
It  became  the  city  it  is  today. 
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XVIII  MOUNT  ZION  HOSPITAL  AND  MEDICAL  CENTER 


Board  of  Directors 


Glaser:     I  want  to  ask  you  about  some  other  activities.   In  1960,  you 
were  a  director  of  the  Mount  Zion  Hospital  and  Medical  Center. 
Are  you  still  active  with  the  hospital? 

Steinhart:   No.   I  spent  seventeen  years  on  that  board  and  then  I  finally 
resigned. 

Glaser:     What  was  it  like  working  on  the  board? 

Steinhart:   I  thought  it  was  fascinating.   I  started  under  Dave  Zellerbach, 
and  Dave  Zellerbach  was  really  a  skilled  gentleman,  to  say  the 
least.   What  he  wanted  went.   But  he  always  wanted  to  hear  what 
other  people  had  to  say,  and  it  didn't  matter  how  important  or 
unimportant  you  were.   If  he  thought  you  had  something  to  say 
he  wanted  to  hear  it,  and  he'd  make  his  own  decision,  which 
he'd  made  up  long  before,  I  think.   John  Sampson  was  the  chief 
of  staff  when  I  first  went  there.   That's  a  pretty  powerful 
combination,  of  Dave  Zellerbach  and  John  Sampson. 

I  spent  my  time  on  almost  every  committee  you  can  name  out 
there.   I  know  it  was  a  great  experience  because  it's  a  great 
hospital. 

Glaser:     Was  this  a  period  when  they  were  undergoing  a  lot  of  growth? 

Steinhart:   Yes.   I  think  the  new  building  had  been  finished  when  I  went  on 
the  board,  I'm  almost  sure.   But  the  community  in  which  it 
existed  was  changing.   I  think  Mark  Berke  was  the  director  when 
I  started  on  the  board.   I  think  Dave  Zellerbach 's  successor 
was  Morty  [Mortimer]  Fleishhacker .   Morty  Fleishhacker's 
successor  I  can't  remember,  he  didn't  stay  very  long.   Then 
Mickey  Hellman,  then  Warren  Epstein.   Oh,  Joe  Sloss  first, 
let's  not  leave  out  Joe  Sloss.   Then  I  got  off  the  board  for  a 
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couple  of  years  and  when  I  went  back  on  Rhoda  Goldman  was 
president.   I  enjoyed  every  minute  of  it. 

Glaser:     Was  her  mother  president  of  the  board  before  your  time? 
Steinhart:   Yes.   So  was  my  father. 

Glaser:     Oh,  I  didn't  know  that  he  was  a  president  of  the  board.   When 
you  were  on  the  board  they  had  several  capital  funds  drives, 
didn't  they? 

Steinhart:   Two,  I  believe.   I  don't  remember. 


Merger  with  University  of  California  San  Francisco  Medical 
Center 


Glaser:     Well,  how  do  you  feel  about  it  combining  with  the  U.C.  San 
Francisco  Medical  Center? 

Steinhart:   I  was  the  one  who  thought  that  when  Stanford  left  the  city, 

that  Mt.  Zion  should  have  combined  with  Presbyterian,  and  I  was 
turned  down  cold.   I  wasn't  even  allowed  to  bring  it  up  at  the 
board  meeting.   But  I  thought  they  should  have  merged  with 
Presbyterian  years  and  years  ago,  and  I  think  the  merger  with 
U.C.  was  inevitable;  I  was  for  it  long,  long  ago.   I  think  it's 
an  excellent  idea. 

Of  course,  the  fight  is  does  the  medical  staff  lose  its 
identity?  And  I  don't  blame  a  medical  staff  for  saying,  hey, 
we're  not  happy.   But  in  this  day  of  age  I  don't  see  where  a 
hospital  has  any  right  to  have  duplication  of  services  if 
they're  not  needed,  particularly  in  the  field  of  treating 
cancer.  We  have  all  this  fancy,  expensive  equipment.   You 
don't  need  the  duplication,  you  shouldn't  have  it. 

Glaser:     I  think  a  lot  of  people  do  feel  that  way  when  every  hospital 
seems  to  need  the  very  latest. 


John  Steinhart  and  Robert  Sinton, 
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XIX  OTHER  INVOLVEMENTS 


California  Advisory  Committee  to  the  Federal  Civil  Rights 
Commission 


Glaser:     You  were  a  member  in  1960-61,  of  the  California  Advisory 
Committee  to  the  Federal  Civil  Rights  Commission. 

Steinhart:   I  certainly  do  remember  it.   [chuckles] 
Glaser:     Tell  me  about  it. 

Steinhart:   Well,  President  Eisenhower  decided  that  he  was  going  to 

establish  a  civil  rights  committee  and  established  the  national 
civil  rights  committee,  as  I  recall.   Then  under  it  they  had 
state  civil  rights  committees  to  carry  on  investigations.   I 
think  my  dad  was  appointed  to  the  committee  first;  I  remember 
he  had  to  have  FBI  clearance.   Then  he  decided,  no,  he 
shouldn't  be  on  it,  so  he  suggested  I  take  his  place.   After  I 
got  FBI  clearance,  why,  they  put  me  on  the  committee. 

We  would  meet  in  various  places,  San  Francisco, 
Sacramento,  Los  Angeles.   As  I  recall,  Ira  Heyman  was  on  the 
committee  with  me.   The  head  of  the  committee  was  Robert  Gordon 
Sproul,  who  was  a  delight  to  work  with  if  ever  there  was.   I 
recall  Robert  Gordon  Sproul  got  off  after  awhile.   I  forget  who 
took  over  his  chairmanship.   Later  on,  Bishop  James  Pike  came 
on  the  committee,  and  we  also  had  a  minister  who  ran  his  own 
very  large  Pentecostal  church  out  of  Los  Angeles  who  was  really 
an  excellent  member.   We  finally  had  one  black  member. 

We'd  go  around  and  hold  hearings,  but  we  had  no  power  of 
subpoena.  We  couldn't  enforce  anything  we  said  or  did,  and  we 
were  all  wide  open  to  libel  if  we  said  the  wrong  thing.   As  I 
recall,  our  major  efforts  of  endeavor  were  really  in  the  field 
of --we  found  complete  discrimination  in  the  real  estate  boards. 
And  we  also  inquired  into  the  way  that  the  immigration 
authorities  were  treating  the  immigrant  labor  in  the 
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agricultural  industry.   They  would  make  raids  and  demand 
identification,  and  of  course  who  carried  identification  in  a 
field?  But  our  report  was  very  mild  and  very  watered  down.   I 
think  Ira  Heyman  and  I  wrote  most  of  it.   We  had  to  water  it 
way  down, 

Glaser:     Why? 

Steinhart:   Well,  we  couldn't  prove  our  facts.   All  our  facts  were  hearsay. 
We  had  no  right  to  cross-examine,  we  had  no  right  to  subpoena, 
and  while  we  pointed  at  things,  it  really  wasn't  an  effective 
group . 

Glaser:     That  must  have  been  frustrating. 

Steinhart:   Oh,  it  was.   I  remember  one  time,  this  was  a  funny  episode,  and 
Earl  Warren,  Jr.,  was  on  the  committee  too.   He  was  just  a 
youngster  then.   We  got  a  complaint  out  of  Folsom  Prison.   One 
of  the  prisoners  complained  that  his  civil  rights  were  being 
violated.   So  Robert  Gordon  Sproul- -laughing  all  the  time  and 
then  that  great  laugh  of  his.   I  don't  know  if  you  ever  heard 
him  laugh,  it  was  tremendous- -said  to  Earl  and  me,  "You're  the 
lawyers  on  this  committee,  you  go  up  and  look  into  it."   So 
Earl  and  I  went  up.   I  took  my  oldest  boy,  who  was  then  just  a 
youngster,  and  went  up  to  Folsom. 

We  were  shown  around  the  prison,  and  it  was  quite  an 
experience  to  visit  a  prison  like  that.   This  was  the  hard-core 
prison;  the  incorrigibles  were  sent  to  Folsom.   Yet  it  was 
pretty  mild  and  it  was  interesting.   We  interviewed  the 
prisoner  who  had  complained,  and  he  was  always  in  solitary. 
Believe  me,  that's  where  he  deserved  to  be.   [laughs]   We  had  a 
very  interesting  day  and  reported  back  that  there  was  nothing 
we  could  do  about  it. 

The  other  episode  proved  that  Bishop  Pike  had  a  direct 
line  with  God,  because  Ira- -I  think  it  was  Ira- -and  I  were  in 
Los  Angeles.   We  had  to  go  out  to  the  airport,  and  the  bishop 
had  the  car.   He  had  rented  the  car,  so  he  was  going  to  drive 
us.   I  was  in  the  back  seat  and  Ira  was  in  the  front  seat  and 
the  bishop  never  once  looked  where  he  was  going  down  the 
freeway.   He  was  always  looking  back  talking  to  me,  so  I  knew 
God  protected  us. 

Glaser:     God  didn't  protect  him  in  the  Israeli  desert,  though. 
Steinhart:   No,  no,  he  did  not. 
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Glaser:     When  your  report  was  sent  to  Washington,  did  it  have  any  effect 
on  civil  rights? 

Steinhart:   No.   None  whatsoever,  as  far  as  I'm  concerned.   I  think  Father 
Hesbergh  was  the  national  head  of  the  unit,  but  I  don't  think 
the  Eisenhower  civil  rights  committee  did  much. 

Glaser:     That  would  have  been  Kennedy  in  1960,  wouldn't  it? 

Steinhart:   No.   This  was  Eisenhower.   Kennedy  is  the  first  president  where 
you  made  progress  in  the  civil  rights  field,  as  far  as  I  can 
tell.   Eisenhower  started  it. 


Columbia  Bovs'  Park  Club 


Glaser:     In  the  same  years,  1960-61,  you  were  a  director  of  the  Columbia 
Park  Boys'  Club.   Could  you  tell  me  about  that  club? 

Steinhart:   Well,  yes.   There's  an  interesting  episode  there  too,  come  to 
think  of  it.   There  are  two  major  boys'  clubs  in  San  Francisco, 
the  Columbia  Park  Boy's  Club  and  the  San  Francisco  Boy's  Club, 
I  think  it's  called.   Both  handled  different  areas.   Our  area 
was  really  in  The  Mission,  and  it  was  Abe  Shragge ,  of  course, 
who  put  me  on  the  board  of  directors.   He  had  been  a  former 
Columbia  Park  boy.   He  grew  up  in  that  route. 

It  was  an  interesting,  well-run  boys'  club.   I  remember  we 
had  trouble  when  our  old  director  resigned.  We  had  to  hire  a 
new  one  who  wasn't  too  good,  had  trouble  with  him.   Really, 
it's  hard  to  say.   Stanley  Langendorf  was  on  the  board,  Ben 
Swig  was  on  the  board.   I  remember  he  never  was  one  to  shy 
clear  of  anything.   Walter  Haas,  Jr.,  was  on  the  board  of  the 
San  Francisco  Boys'  Club. 

I  talked  to  Walter,  and  I  said,  "Well,  it  doesn't  seem 
right  that  we  have  two  boys'  clubs,  each  raising  funds 
separately.   Why  don't  we  merge  the  two?"  Walter  agreed  it  was 
a  good  idea. 

Glaser:     What  area  did  the  other  club  cover? 
Steinhart:   The  same.   We  did  the  same  thing. 
Glaser:     Both  in  The  Mission? 
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Steinhart:   No.   I  forget  where  they  were,  but  we  were  duplicating  again, 
and  we  were  costing  money.   We  could  have  put  it  under  one 
director,  and  we  could  have  changed  the  facilities. 

Walter  and  I  worked  pretty  hard.  All  that  happened  was 
that  Walter  really  got  castigated  by  his  board  for  what  he  was 
doing,  and  I  didn't  make  too  much  progress  with  my  board.   But 
Walter  took  sort  of  a  beating  for  proposing  it,  and  we  had  to 
drop  the  idea. 

Glaser:     With  all  of  these  names  that  you've  given  me,  it  sounds  as  if 
this  was  operated  by  Jewish  men. 

Steinhart:   The  Columbia  Park  Boys'  Club  board  had  a  tremendous  percentage 
of  Jewish  people  on  the  board,  and  I  think  they  probably  still 
do.   It  always  surprised  me  how  many  there  were  on  it.   You'd 
have  to  look  at  the  roster,  but  it  was  substantial. 

Glaser:     What  kind  of  programs  did  you  have? 

Steinhart:   Well,  the  Columbia  Boys'  Club  had  a  program,  they  had  a  big 

gymnasium.   I  don't  recall  whether  they  had  a  swimming  pool  or 
not,  I  don't  think  so.   They  had  shops,  and  got  places  like  the 
Sears  Roebuck  Foundation  to  donate  the  tools.   And  the  boys 
were  kept  off  the  street  and  interested.   Then  we  had  a  summer 
camp,  which  is  now  the  Jewish  summer  camp,  Lake  Tawonga. 

Glaser:     That's  under  the  auspices  of  the  JCC,  isn't  it? 

Steinhart:   Could  be,  but  I  was  delighted  that  our  club  could  unload  that 

camp  on  them  because  I  remember  Warren  Epstein,  Abe  Shragge  and 
I  had  to  go  up  and  see  it,  and  the  camp  was- -I  didn't  think  it 
was  a  good  camp.   It  was  full  of  dust,  it  needed  money.   I 
tried  to  get  some  money  for  it,  couldn't  do  it,  and  it  was  hard 
to  staff.   It  served  a  beautiful  purpose  of  providing  a  summer 
vacation  for  kids  who  couldn't  get  one  otherwise.   But  we 
finally  had  to  abandon  the  camp  and  I'm  delighted  that  it 
unloaded  on  the  Federation.   In  fact,  Warren  Epstein  was  on 
that  board  too. 

Glaser:     Did  you  enjoy  the  work  that  you  did  for  the  Columbia  Park  Boys' 
Club? 

Steinhart:   I'd  have  to  say  more  or  less.   I  didn't  find  it  that 

interesting.   The  time  I  was  on  it  the  then  director--!  didn't 
know  who  he  was- -was  causing  all  kinds  of  problems.   Too  many 
meetings  and  too  little  accomplished.   Suffice  to  say  the  club 
existed  and  still  exists,  is  still  well-run,  and  there's  a  need 
for  it. 
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Amv  Steinhart  Braden  Estate 


Glaser : 


Steinhart 


Glaser: 


In  1979,  you  were  thanked  by  the  Federation  board  for  your 
efforts  with  the  Amy  Steinhart  Braden  estate.   Does  this  mean 
that  you  brought  it  into  the  endowment  fund? 

I  was  given  all  the  credit,  but  what  Amy  Braden  wanted  to  do 
she  did  herself.  And  I  couldn't,  no  matter  how  much  I  denied 
that  it  was  my  idea,  convince  anybody  that  it  wasn't.   Amy 
Braden  decided  when  she  died  she  wanted  to  divide,  and  she  had 
a  substantial  estate,  half  of  it  to  Berkeley  and  half  of  it  to 
the  Federation.   And  no  matter  how  much  I  protested  I  could  not 
convince  them  that  it  was  Amy's  idea,  not  my  idea. 


Steinhart 


Glaser: 


Steinhart 


I  think  it  went  into  the  endowment  fund, 
allocate  it,  but  it  was  unrestricted. 


I  don't  know  how  they 


You  mentioned  at  one  of  our  sessions,  just  in  passing,  that  you 
had  brought  other  estates  into  the  endowment  fund. 

Not  particularly.   I  would  not,  in  my  practice  of  law,  try  to 
sell  any  charity  to  any  of  my  clients.   If  my  clients  asked  me 
what  were  good  ones  I  would  tell  them  what  I  liked,  but  I  never 
made  any  effort  to  do  it. 


Stanford  Convalescent  Home 


Glaser:     Do  you  have  any  board  memberships  on  non- Jewish  organizations? 

Steinhart:   Only  the  period  of  time  I  was  on  the  Stanford  Convalescent  Home 
board,  which  I  got  off  of  because,  much  as  I  fought  for  them  to 
merge  into  the  Stanford  facility,  they  wouldn't  do  it.   The 
director  kept  blocking  it,  and  I  didn't  think  the  home  was 
getting  anywhere.   Finally,  they  were  forced  into  sort  of  a 
merger  when  Lucille  Packer  made  that  tremendous  gift  of  the  new 
hospital  down  there.  You  have  to  talk  to  Ben  Raff in,  he's  on 
the  board  now. 
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Let  me  talk  about  that  a  minute.   Up  to  the  time  I  was  on 
the  board,  they  had  never  had  a  Jewish  board  member. 


Steinhart: 


Glaser: 


Steinhart 


Glaser: 
Steinhart 


I  think  they  went  to  Edgar  Sinton.   The  president  of  the 
board-  -I  can't  come  up  with  his  name—was  a  prominent  San 
Francisco  lawyer,  a  very  nice  person.   I  think  Edgar  Sinton 
suggested  my  name  because  1  was  a  Stanford  graduate  and  I  lived 
in  Palo  Alto.  And  so  two  of  the  board  members  came  to  me  and 
asked  if  I  would  go  on  the  board.   They  were  very  blunt  about 
it,  and  I  said,  "I  gather  you  want  me  because  I'm  Jewish." 

They  were  equally  blunt  and  said,  "Yes." 

I  said,  "Well,  alright,  I'll  do  it,  but  only  on  one 
condition.   That  you  select  two  Jewish  board  members.   I  will 
not  be  the  only  Jew  on  the  board." 


You  didn't  want  to  be  the  token  Jew? 

That's  correct.   I  don't  think  they  hesitated, 
said,  "Fine,  but  can  you  suggest  somebody?" 


I  think  they 


And  I  said,  "Yes,  I  can  suggest  somebody.   I  can  suggest 
a  woman  who  is  very  capable  and  competent  and  who  has  been  a 
president  of  your  auxiliary.   It  was  all  right  for  a  Jew  to  be 
president  of  the  auxiliary."  That  was  Peggy  Lowe.   They  were 
delighted.   So  Peggy  Lowe  and  I  went  on  the  board  at  the  same 
time.   I  say  I  got  off  when  I  got  frustrated  because  I  didn't 
see  them  getting  anywhere,  and  Peggy  Lowe  stayed  on  and  became 
the  president. 

How  many  years  were  you  on  the  board? 
Four  or  five . 
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XX  COMMUNAL  LEADERSHIP 


Rewards  and  Reerets 


Glaser:     What  has  been  the  impact  of  your  communal  leadership  on  your 
life? 

Steinhart:   Well,  it  took  a  lot  of  time  away  that  I  could  have  spent  with 

my  family  that  I  didn't.   I  got  a  lot  of  pleasure  out  of  it.   I 
would  hate  to  think  that  I  hadn't  had  the  experience.   All  I 
can  say  is  it  was  very  satisfactory.   Did  it  broaden  me?   I 
guess  it  couldn't  help  but  broaden  you.   Felt  like  you  had 
contributed  something.   I  think  it  gave  me  a  better  life,  is 
the  only  way  I  can  describe  it. 

Glaser:     What  do  you  feel  were  your  major  achievements  and  contributions 
in  this  role? 

Steinhart:   Well,  my  aim  was  always  to  try  and  make  some  progress  one  way 
or  another,  and  I  think  I  accomplished  it,  more  or  less,  where 
I  was.   I  refused  to  accept  anything  as  good  because  it  had 
been  done  before,  although  1  did  the  same  if  it  was  bad.   But 
the  effort  to  try  and  build,  to  try  and  create  something, 
whether  my  contribution  was  major  or  minor  who  knows.   But  I 
like  to  think  I  made  some  contribution  to  pushing  things  along. 

Glaser:     Is  there  anything  that  you  would  have  done  differently,  in 
looking  back? 

Steinhart:   You  can  only  answer  that  question  by  asking,  "Given  the  same 
circumstances  would  you  have  done  it  differently?"  And  the 
answer  is  no,  because  you  couldn't.   If  you  ask,  "Could  I 
change  the  circumstances  and  do  it  differently?"  You  bet.   But 
that's  back  history  and  it's  hard  to  describe  what  I  would  or 
would  not  have  done.   You  can't  answer  those  questions  of  would 
you  have  done  it  differently.   I  don't  have  any  regrets,  if 
that's  what  you  mean. 
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Glaser:     I  was  trying  to  get  from  you  whether  there  were  regrets, 
whether  there  were  disappointments. 

Steinhart:  My  biggest  disappointment  was  always  that  I  never  could  exceed 
$3  million  in  fundraising.   That  frustrated  me  because  I  knew 
the  money  was  there.   We  didn't  have  the  tools  to  get  it  out, 
or  we  had  the  tools  but  we  couldn't  do  it.   Now  they  do  it.   Of 
course,  now  they  do  it.   What  we  raise  then  now  is  double  what 
we  raised  then. 

Glaser:     Also,  I  think  you  have  a  greater  population  now,  don't  you? 
And  that  must  make  a  difference. 

Steinhart:   They  also  have  more  wealth  nowadays. 

Glaser:     What  the  social  scientists  call  a  critical  mass? 

Steinhart:   I  don't  know.   It  seems  to  me  the  first  thing  I  started  on  was 
the  young  people's  part  of  the  JDC.   That  was  year  and  years 
ago,  though.   The  Joint  Distribution  Committee. 

Glaser:     Was  that  the  young  leadership  section?  Tell  me  about  that. 

Steinhart:   There's  very  little  I  can  tell.   All  I  remember  is  a  meeting 

here  and  in  Los  Angeles.   We  didn't  accomplish  a  blessed  thing, 
as  far  as  I  was  concerned.   But  I  got  indoctrinated,  met  other 
people. 

Glaser:     When  was  that? 

Steinhart:   This  must  have  been  around  1947  or  '48. 

Glaser:     So  it  was  early  in  your  starting  to  get  active. 

Steinhart:   Yes.   This  was  before  the  State  of  Israel,  and  the  Joint 

Distribution  Committee  was  busy  handling  the  refugee  problem. 


On  Being  Jewish 


Glaser:     What  difference  has  it  made  it  in  your  life  that  you  are 
Jewish? 

Steinhart:   How  can  I  answer  that?   I  don't  know  what  it  would  have  been 
like  if  I  hadn't  been  Jewish. 
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Glaser:     Well,  I  know  for  one  thing,  in  talking  about  Tzedakah.  that's 
one  aspect,  isn't  it? 

Steinhart:   Yes,  but  how  would  I  have  been  different?   I'd  have  given  less. 
I  don't  know.   I've  always  mixed  in  a  mixed  group.   I'd  say  my 
friends  in  the  non-Jewish  circle  are  as  many  as  my  friends  in 
the  Jewish  circle. 

I've  always  found  that  my  friends  in  the  non- Jewish  circle 
are  rather  anxious  to  hear  a  Jewish  point  of  view  if  it  is 
expressed  openly  and  honestly.   They  don't  shy  away  from  it 
anymore  like  they  may  have  at  one  time.   Frequently  I'm  asked, 
"What's  your  opinion  on  Israel?  What's  your  opinion?"  And 
they  want  to  know  a  Jewish  point  of  view.   I  think  some  of  the 
people  who  stick  to  their  Jewish  circle  miss  that.   As  you 
know,  I've  had  two  wives,  neither  of  them  have  been  Jewish. 
One  Episcopalian,  if  she  was  anything,  and  the  other  Catholic. 
That's  never  been  a  detriment. 

Glaser:     Did  they  participate  with  you  in  your  Jewish  activities? 

Steinhart:   Oh,  absolutely.   When  you  go  to  an  American  Jewish  Committee 

for  the  Board  of  Governor's  meeting,  whether  it  be  in  Arizona, 
Palm  Springs,  San  Diego,  New  York,  all  the  wives  vote.  Helene 
always  voted. 

Glaser:     The  wives  vote? 

Steinhart:   Oh,  the  wives  always  vote.   [chuckles]   They  just  raise  their 
hand,  everybody  raise  their  hand.   There's  nothing  sacrosanct 
about  your  office.   Helene  would  attend  one  session.   I  would 
always  send  her  to  attend  the  sessions  on  intermarriage  because 
I  thought  her  point  of  view  might  be  interesting  to  the  people 
who  were  always,  "No,  you  can't  have  intermarriage."  And  if 
you  will  realize  what  happened  in  the  Jewish  Federation 
leadership,  Mel  Swig,  when  he  was  president,  wasn't  married  to 
a  Jew,  Peter  Haas  was  not  married  to  a  Jew,  I  was  not  married 
to  a  Jew. 

Glaser:     You  told  me  you  had  some  anecdotes  you  wanted  to  tell  me. 

Steinhart:   Well,  I  told  you  two  of  them  already.   One  was  our  trip  to 

North  Africa  and  Vienna.  We  were  talking  about  religion,  and  I 
said  I  knew  nothing  about  the  Jewish  religion,  I'm  totally 
ignorant.   And  yet  when  I  was  campaign  co-chairman  with 
Marshall  Kuhn  I  felt  I  had  to  know  something  about  the 
religion,  particularly  since  I  was  going  to  speak  in 
synagogues.   So  Marshall,  who  was  a  Sunday  school  teacher,  and 
I  would  have  lunch  in  Chinatown,  and  in  the  Chinese  atmosphere 
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Glaser: 

Steinhart: 


Glaser: 
Steinhart: 


Marshall  would  indoctrinate  me  on  the  Jewish  religion, 
a  very  good  teacher. 


He  was 


I  want  to  tell  an  anecdote  on  Zvi  Garci.  We  were  most 
impressed  with  him,  and  eventually  he  came  to  San  Francisco. 
He  happened  to  come  on  opening  day  to  baseball  season  where  the 
Giants  were  playing  somebody  or  other.   Much  to  my  wife's 
horror  and  disgust,  I  managed  to  pry  our  tickets,  (I  had  season 
tickets)  from  her  so  I  could  take  Zvi  Garci  to  his  first  and 
only  baseball  game.   You've  heard  the  record  of  Abner  Doubleday 
explaining  the  game  of  baseball;  it's  hilarious  and  makes  no 
sense. 

So  here  I  am  with  this  Orthodox  Jewish  man  trying  to 
explain  baseball  to  him,  and  telling  him  that  the  guy's  going 
to  hit  the  ball  and  run  from  here  to  there,  and  then  if  he 
swings  and  misses  it's  a  strike,  and  if  the  pitch  is  no  good 
then  it's  a  ball. 

Finally,  we  were  into  the  first  inning,  and  the  cleanup 
man  at  that  time  was  Willie  Mays.   Willie  Mays  gets  up  to  bat 
and  he  hits  a  tremendous  home  run,  hits  the  ball  out  of  the 
ballpark,  and  everybody's  standing  up.   Zvi  turns  to  me  and 
says,  "That's  good?"   [chuckles]   So  we  had  other  things  to  do, 
we  left. 

[laughing]   You  mean,  after  one  inning  you  left? 
Yes. 


Transcriber:   Pelly  Fan 

Final  Typist:   Christopher  DeRosa 
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84 
HOW  THE  EUREKA  WAS  FOUNDED.  * 

A    REMINISCENT    SKHTCH    HV    ALT.r.ST    HHIJHNG. 

In  the  early  part  of  1850,  when  San  Francisco  had  less  than  3000 
inhabitants,  but  every  arrival  of  steamer  and  sailing  vessel  added 
large  mnnlxrrs  to  the  population,  it  became  apparent  to  me  that 
concerted  action  should  Ix;  had  in  onler  t<i  take  more  efficient  care 
of  Israelites  landing  here,  broken  in  health  or  destitute  of  means. 
A  conference  with  friends  led  to  the  starting  of  this  society.  Thir 
teen  young  men  organi/.cd  it  and  elected  me  its  first  president.  Of 
those  thirteen  but  four  are  left  in  this  world  to  remember  those 
good  days,  when  we  were  young  men  without  cares,  while  Hope's 
rosy  finger  beckoned  us  on  to  the  joys  she  promised  us  in  the 
future.  Hope's  siren  voice  told  ns  pleasant  stories  of  what  was  in 
store  for  us,  and  of  the  great  future  of  the  Slate  of  which  we  were 
pioneers.  Hope's  promises  have  been  fulfilled;  the  State  has  grown 
to  b«  gr,-iil}  i  ii/i  and  f>u\'crfnl  and  we  had  success  and  joy,  cares 
and  reverses,  some  pains,  but  much  happiness.  Of  the  thirteen 
who  started  this  society  1  am  the  only  one  living  in  our  midst  to 
represent  the  beginning  of  Jewish  charity,  the  first  start  of  Jewish 
benevolence  on  the  Pacific  Coast.  That  is  wny  I  have  always  felt 
a  personal  pride  in  seeing  this  society  grow  and  flourish  and  why  I 
have  felt  such  keen  delight  1:1  its  remarkable  success. 

It  is  a  strong  and  rich  society  now.  When  it  started  it  was  also 
strong  and  ricli — strong  in  brave,  young,  hopeful  manhood  and  rich 
in  the  warm  itnpul.se  that  gave  to  the  jxxjr  and  succored  the  sick 
without  any  hope  or  expectation  of  reward.  It  is  far  richer  now, 
for  it  not  alone  has  the  riches  of  which  it  boasted  then,  but  it  lias 
also  the  accumulated  riches  of  good  deeds  laid  up  in  God's  treasury. 

To  say  there  are  no  rewards  ?nd  no  returns  for  such  good  deeds 
is  to  speak  thoughtlessly.  There  is  the  approval  of  one's  own  con 
science  anil  a  warm  thrill  in  one's  heart  at  the  thought  of  other 
hearts  made  glad  and  other  lives  made  easier.  As  Jean  1'aul  Richter 
says: — "Our  highest  happines.s  consols  in  making  others  happy." 
When  this  society  started  its  methods  were  very  crude.  Its  officers 
went  out  to  the  incoming  ships  in  l>oats  ithcru  were  no  wharves 
then)  and  brought  to  the  shore  the  sick  and  nursed  them  into 
health.  There  were  no  hospitals,  so  the  sick  were  taken  to  the 
little  chambers  of  the  members  who  gave  them  a  portion  of  their 
plain  accomodations  and  plain  fare.  It  was  a  God-sent  blessing  to 
the  sick.  Israelite  to  be  taken  from  the  overcrowded  ship  and  be  met 
by  his  brothers  in  the  faith  and  cared  for. 

An  incident  happened  in  the  early  fillies.  A  co-religionist  living 
in  Marysvillc  lost  his  wife  who  left  him  a  lioy  baby.  He  took  the 
latter  to  bring  him  to  this  city  to  IK:  cared  for.  On  his  way  down 
the  steamboat  "Governor  liana"  exploded  her  boilers  and  he  lost 
his  life.  Th«  baby  was  brought  here  and  was- adopted  by  this 
society  which  l>eslowcd  great  care  %.i|xm  him,  in  time  had  him 
taught  a  trade,  supported  him  until  he  could  support  himself.  He 
was  assisted  in  establishing  himself  at  his  trade,  he  is  prosperous, 
has  a  wife  anil  a  family  of  children. 

The  Widow's  and  Orphans'  l-'uml  was  established  on  my  motion 
in  iHs-S  by  adding  J.S  cents  to  the  monthly  dues  and  crediting  it 
with  one-fifth  of  all  extraordinary  income  of  the  association.  Its 
capital  to-day  amounts  to  alxiut  f  i  *j .'•*>.  Its  deeds  speak  for  them 
selves;  there  is  more  than  £51*11  drawn  annually  on  this  fund  for 
the  benefit  of  those  in  whose  favor  it  was  created.  (Jne  widow, 
now  dead,  whose  husband  was  killed,  having  been  a  member  but 
eight  months,  received  from  thi*  fund  more  than  *t5,<Kx>,  while  the 
president  of  the  society  always  acted  ax  lu-r  advisor  and  as  guardian 
of  her  M.-VVII  children. 

While  r.dminisu-ring  the  allairs  of 'be  society,  I  always  held,  that 
mere  alms-giving  is  more  likely  to  degrade  than  e'.evatc  the  p<x>r, 
while  the  advancing  of  a  Milficienl  sum  to  enable  those  reduced  lo 
penury,  to  make  a  new  start,  imparts  new  hope  and  leaves  the  re 
cipient  his  or  her  self-rc-pcct,  Carrying  out  this  JM.IICV  it  was  not 
uncommon  to  give  large  sums  in  single  cases,  as  high  even  as  fiouu. 
The  demands  on  the  funds  of  the  society  kept  pace  with  the  in 
crease  ol  the  population;  it  became  evident  that  its  regular  income 
ttuuld  not  meet  it,  .so  tlie  annual  b.tu<|Ucl  was  inaugurated  and  of 
late  in  place  of  the  banquet  annual  voluntary  contribution*  of 
members  wen-  received,  reali/ing  al«oul  <A<«»>  rach. 

This  society  has  since  Us  e.xi>tcncv  disbur-cd  over  half  a  urllion 
of  dollars.  Its  Inn-Is  amount  {..  »i(>*  .JI.YK.  with  a  membership  of 
547- 
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death.  1 
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Mn.  Daniel  E.  KoMnnd 
Henry  L.  Mavrr 
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The  year  1930  marks  the  80th  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  Eureka  Benevo 
lent  Society. 

The  history  and  growth  of  the  organization  have  been  so  closely  identified 
with  the  history  and  growth  of  the  community,  that  it  is  not  inappropriate  at 
the  present  time  to  rail  attention  to  the  progress  that  has  been  made. 

In  the  year  1850  a  group  of  sturdy  pioneer  Jews  met  and  organized  the 
"Eureka  Benevolent  Association."  The  objects  set  forth  were  "to  afford  aid  and 
relief  to  indigent,  sick  and  infirm  Jews;  to  bury  the  poor  dead;  and  in  general  to 
relieve  and  aid  their  co-religionists  who  might  be  in  poverty  and  distress." 
Shortly  after  its  organization  the  Association  was  incorporated  under  the  laws 
of  the  State  of  California. 

In  1858  the  members  of  the  organization,  with  a  vision  that  was  most  com 
mendable,  conceived  the  idea  of  providing  a  trust  fund  for  the  relief  of  families 
of  deceased  members  who  might  in  the  future  be  left  in  impoverished  circum 
stances.  Accordingly,  the  "Widows'  and  Orphans'  Fund"  was  inaugurated 
through  the  medium  of  special  dues  paid  by  members,  and  as  a  result  thereof 
there  is  today  in  existence  a  trust  fund  with  a  capital  in  excess  of  One  Hundred 
Fifty  Thousand  Dollars  ($150.000.00)  for  that  purpose.  The  contributions  to 
this  fund  have  long  since  ceased  and  the  beneficiaries  of  the  fund,  being  limited 
to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  deceased  members  who  were  in  good  standing  on 
June  1.  1910,  are  unfortunately  becoming  fewer  each  year.  Though  the  idea  is 
still  premature,  the  day  will  not  be  far  distant  when  all  of  the  beneSciaries  shall 
have  passed  into  the  great  beyond,  and  at  that  time  the  fund  can  be  used  for 

some  perpetual  and  real  monument  to  the 
vision  and  foresight  of  the  pioneer  Jews  of 
this  community. 

Prior  to  the  year  1889  the  organization, 
in  conjunction  with  Congregation  Kmanu-El, 
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made  a  joint  purchase  of  Block  86  in  the  Mission  Dolores,  and  under  the  name  of 
"Home  of  Peace  Cemetery  Association"  administered  the  affairs  of  the  Cemetery 
ontil  1889,  when,  in  accordance  with  an  ordinance  passed  by  the  Board  of  Super 
visors  of  San  Francisco,  this  Society  withdrew  from  the  "Home  of  Peace  Cemetery 
Association,"  which  was  afterwards  conducted  by  the  Congregation  Emanu-El. 

Due  to  the  lapse  of  its  charter  by  statutory  provisions,  the  organization  was 
re-incorporated  in  the  year  1907  under  the  present  name  of  "Eureka  Benevolent 
Society." 

In  1910  the  Eureka  Benevolent  Society  became  a  component  part  of  the 
Federation  of  Jewish  Charities  and  in  1922  a  constituent  of  the  San  Francisco 
Community  Chest  through  the  affiliation  of  the  Federation  with  the  Chest, 
established  in  that  year. 

During  its  long  life  the  Society  has  encountered  various  crises  which  taxed  to 
the  maximum  the  resources  of  the  organization — the  problems  resulting  from 
the  heavy  immigration  of  the  late  80's  and  early  90's,  from  the  aftermath  of  the 
1906  fire,  and  from  the  periodic  national  economic  upheavals,  through  the  latest 
of  which  we  are  now  passing.  It  is  with  pardonable  pride  that  the  Eureka,  in 
accounting  for  eighty  years  of  stewardship,  can  say  to  the  Jewish  community  of 
San  Francisco  that  its  responsibility  for  relieving  distress  among  unfortunate  co 
religionists  has  been  adequately  discharged. 

The  character  of  work  has  changed  markedly  since  the  early  days,  keeping 
step  with  modern  concepts  in  the  field  of  social  service.  The  program  of  the 
Eureka  is  extensive, — it  provides  for  the  aged  not  in  institutions,  for  the  physi 
cally  handicapped,  for  the  widow,  for  dependent  children  living  with  parent  or 
parents,  for  the  homeless,  and  transient.  But  the  Society  does  much  more  than 
distribute  material  aid.  Dependents  present  disabilities  other  than  economic 
want, — physical  ailments  are  complicating  factors  in  more  than  50%  of  the  cases 
— mental  deviations  from  the  normal  and  personality  defects  are  frequent — 
disturbed  family  relationships  are  often  apparent — there  are  behavior  and  de 
linquency  problems  of  adults  and  children.  The  need  for  relief  is  only  one  symp 
tom  of  fundamental  maladjustment,  and  the  various  underlying  factors  must  be 
dealt  with  if  the  dependent  family  is  to  be  restored  to  a  normal  status.  The  new 
methods  of  service  are  characterized  by  a  scientific  approach  to  the  problem,  by 
thorough  investigation  to  reveal  the  human  assets  and  liabilities  in  the  situation, 
by  comprehensive  planning  and  treatment  with  the  ever-present  objective  of 
expressing  the  inner  strength  of  the  individuals  under  care. 

The  Eureka  Benevolent  Society  now  serves  a  Jewish  community  of  35,000. 
The  gross  expenditures  of  the  Society  totaled  $174,780.14  in  1929,  and  during 
that  year  there  was  an  average  of  more  than  400  "cases,"  representing  nearly 
three  times  that  number  of  individuals,  under  care  each  month  receiving  either 
relief  or  service. 

Apart  from  the  regular  activities  of  the  Society  there  are  various  special  funds 
constituted  of  contributions  sent  in  for  specific  purposes.  Such  are  the  Recreation 
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Fund  used  to  provide  summer  vacations  to  physically  deficient  children  and  others 
who  could  benefit  from  such  outings;  the  Scholarship  Fund  by  virtue  of  which 
opportunities  for  higher  education  and  trade  training  are  given  to  worthy  students 
at  trade  schools  and  other  institutions  of  learning;  the  Convalescent  Fund  to 
assist  in  securing  certain  types  of  health  care  and  convalescence,  and  to  provide 
medical  appliances  and  expensive  prescriptions. 

It  is  fitting  that  this  80th  anniversary  should  be  coincident  with  the  con 
struction  of  a  new  home  by  the  Eureka  Benevolent  Society.  The  present  building 
at  436  O'Farrell  Street  has  long  been  outgrown.  A  modest  structure  will  shortly 
be  erected  at  Post  and  Scott  Streets,  conveniently  located  in  relation  to  the 
population  served  and  providing  adequate  working  quarters  for  the  more  efficient 
conduct  of  the  increasing  activities  of  the  Society. 

In  conclusion,  it  may  be  said  that  this  anniversary  is  an  appropriate  occasion 
for  the  directors,  officers,  staff,  and  supporters  of  the  organization  to  pledge  and 
rededicate  themselves  anew  to  a  labor  of  love  and  service- 


(]  President  Eureka  Benevolent  Society 


December 
Thirtieth 
Nineteen  Thirty 
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Sample  of  stock  issued  c.  1940s 
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Appendix  D 

A  meeting  of  the  persons  named  as  directors  in  the  Articles 
of  Incorporation  of  San  Francisco  Jewish  Community  Publications, 
Inc.  -,vas  held  this  18th  day  of  October,  1945,  at  the  hour  of 
10  o'clock  A.  M.,  at  Room  700,  111 Sutter  Street,  San  Francisco, 
California . 

Present:   Samuel  Lilienthal 

Stuart  N.  Greenberg 
A.  J.  Shragge 

Absent:    None 

By  unanimous  vote  Mr.  Shragge  was  requested  to  act  as  Chairman 
and  Mr.  Greenberg  was  requested  to  act  as  temporary  secretary. 

Mr.  Steinhart,  the  attorney  for  the  company,  presented  a 
set  of  by-laws  for  the  corporation.  The  same  were  discussed  and 
upon  motion  duly  made  and  seconded  were  unanimously  adopted. 

It  was  then  stated  that  the  following  persons  had  subscribed 
for  memberships  in  the  corporation,  to-wit: 

Alter,  Marcus  -  1/4  membership 

Bissinger,  Newton  1  membership 

Bloch,  Louis  1/4  membership   — 
Bloch,  Louis,  Trustee 

(John  Rosenfeld)  1/4  membership 
Blumlein,  J.  1/2  membership 
Brans ten,  Joseph  1/4  membership 
Camp,  Harry  1/4- membership   - 
Dinkelspiel,  Lloyd  1/2  membership  ^ 
Ehrlich,  Philip  S.  1/4  membership 
Ehrman,  Sidney  M.  1  membership   — 
Epstein,  Gustav  1/4  membership  ^ 
Falk,  Adrien  1/4  membership 
Goodman,  Louis  2.  1  membership 
Greenberg,  Stuart  1/4  membership 
Gunst,  Morgan  A,  1/4  membership 
Guggenhime,  Bertholdi  1/2  membership*- 
Haas,  Madeline  f^**<XJ  1  membership 
Haas,  falter  1  membership- 
Heller,  Mrs.  S.  S.  1  membership 
Hellman,  I.  W.  1  membership 
Hilp,  Harry  H.  1/4  membership 
Eirsch,  Marcel  1/4  membership 
Heller,  Edward  H.  1/2  membership  ' 
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Raiss,  Mrs.  Carl 
Simon,  Gerald 
Jacob son,  Sam 
Kahn,  Felix 
Karp,  Alfred 
Kauffnan,  Adolph 
Kauffman,  S.  S. 
Kosh land, Daniel 
Lilienthal,  Philip  'V.  Jr. 
Li lien thai,  Samuel 
Newhouse,Hugo  &  Arthur 
Peyser,  Jefferson 
Schwabacher,  Albert 
Schwabacher,  James 
Shainwald,  R.  S. 
Shragge,  A.  J. 
Sinton,  Edgar  &  Milton  Salz 
Sloss,  M.  C. 
Steinhart,  Jesse  K« 
Walter,  Florence  S. 
Zellerbach,  J.  D, 
Zellerbach,  Harold 
Upon  motion  duly  made  and  seconded  it 


membership 
membership 
1  membership  ^ 
1  membership  » 
1/4  membership 
1/4  membership  - 
1/4  membership 
1  membership . 
1/2  membership  ^ 
1/2  membership  s 
1  membership 
1/4 ' membership 
1/2  membership 
l/£  membership 
1/4  membership  - 
1/4  membership  v 
1  membership 
1  membership 
1/2  membership  <s 
1/4  membership 
1.  membership   *, 
lA-  membership  • 
was  unanimously 


RESOLVED  that  said  subscriptions  to  membership  be 
accepted  and  that  certificates  be  issued  to  said 
subscribers  covering  their  memberships,  and  that 
a  meeting  of  all  such  members  be  held  on  the  22id 
day  of  October,  1945,  at  the  hour  of  5  o'clock  P.  M. 
at  2007  Franklin  Street,  San  Francisco,  California. 


There  being  no  further  business,  the  meeting  adjourned. 


Secretary. 
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Appendix  E 

The  organization  meeting  of  the  San  Francisco  Jewish 
Publications,  Inc.,  was  held,  on  the  22nd.  day  of 
October,  1945,  at  the  hour  of  5  o'clock  P.  K.,  at  2007  Franklin 
Street,  San  Francisco,  California. 

The  meeting  v;as  called  to  order  by  A .  J.  Shragge,  with  the 
following  named  present: 

Greenberg,  Stuart  N. 
Haas,  Walter 
Hirsch,  Marcel 
Jacobson,  Sam 
Lilienthal,  Samuel 
Shragge,  A.  J. 
Steinhart,  Jesse  H. 
Peyser,  Jefferson  E. 

Proxies  were  submitted  for  the  following 

Alter,  Marcus 
Bissinger,  Newton 
Blumlein,  J. 
Camp,  Earry 
Dinkelspiel,  Lloyd 
Ehrr.an,  Sidney  !•!. 
Epstein,  Gustav 
Fa  Ik,  Adrien 
Gunst,  Morgan  A. 
Guggenhiaie,  Berthold 
Haas,  Madeline 
Keller,  Mrs.  S.  S. 
Hellman,  I.  VI. 
Kahn,  Felix 
Kauffman,  Adolph 
Koshland,  Daniel 
Lilienthal,  Philip  W.  Jr. 
Newhouse,  Hugo  and  Arthur 
Schwab a cher,  James 
Shainwald,  R.  S. 
Sinton,  Edgar 
Sloss,  1,1.  C. 
Walter,  Florence  S. 

There  being  a  quorum  present,  the  meeting  proceeded  with  the 
reading  of  the  By-laws  as  presented  by  Mr.  Shragge.  Upon  motion 
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duly  made  and  seconded  the  said  by-laws  were  unanimously  approved 
and  adopted  as  the  by-laws  of  this  corporation. 

Nominations  for  directors  ol'  the  corporation  v/ere  then  called 
for  and  the  following  were  nominated  by  Jefferson  Peyser, 
nominations  being  seconded  by  Samuel  Jacobson: 

Alter,  Marcus 
Bissinger,  Newton 
Fa Ik,  Adrien 
Dallas,  Mrs,  Morris 
Glaser,  Mrs,  William 
Greenberg,  Stuart  N. 
Hirsch,  Marcel 
Karp,  Alfred 
Lilienthal,  Samuel 
Shragge,  A,  D. 
Zellerbach,  J,  D, 

An  election  was  thereupon  had  and  said  persons  were  elected 
as  directors  of  the  corporation  to  serve  for  the  ensuing  year 
and  until  the  election  and  qualifieation  of  their  successors. 
There  being  no  further  business,  the  meeting  adjourned. 


Secretary 
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Appendix  F 

The  organization  meeting  of  the  newly  elected  Board  of 
Directors  of  San  Francisco  Jev;ish  Community  Publications,  Inc., 
was  held  this  9th  day  of  January,  1948,  at  the  hour  of  5:00 
P.  M.  at  the  Concoraia-Argonaut  Club,  San  Francisco,  California. 

Present:.     Directors  Marcus  Alter 

Newton  Bissinger 
Mrs.  William  Glaser 
Stuart  Greenberg 
Alfred  Karp 
Robert  Levison 
Samuel  Lilienthal 
A,  J.  Shragge 

Absent:      Directors  Marcel  Hirsch 

J.  D.  Zellerbach 
Adrien  Falk 

The  Chairman  announced  that  the  only  business  before  the 
meeting  was  the  election  of  officers  to  serve  for  the  ensuing 
year  and  until  the  election  and  qualification  of  their  successor 
The  following  were  nominated  for  the  offices  set  opposite  their 
respective  names  by  Director  Karp,  the  nominations  being  secondei 
by  Director  Alter:. 

A.  J.  Shragge  President 

Marcel  Hirsch  Vice-President 

Samuel  Lilienthal  Treasurer 

Stuart  N.  Greenberg  Secretary 

There  being  no  further  nominations,  the  nominations  were 
closed  and  an  election  was  held  and  the  following  were  elected 
to  the  offices  set  opposite  their  respective  names: 

A.  J.  Shragge  President 

Marcel  Hirsch  Vice-President 

Samuel  Lilienthal  Treasurer 

Stuart  N.  Greenberg  Secretary 


There  being  no  further  business,  the  meeting  adjourned. 


Secretary 
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Appendix  G 

Minutes    of    '..le    reeling   of   trie 
Boar-  cf   Directors 

of 
Jewish  Community  Publications, Inc. 

A  meeting  cf  the  Board  of   Directors   of  Jewish  Community  Publications 
was   called  to   order  in  due  form  Tuesday, September  12,    at  12:45  ?,!,:.  at 
the    Concordia-.-.rgonaut    Club  by  the   President,  Ur. Marc  el  Hirsch,   who 
announced  that    notices   had  been    sent   to  all. board  members. 

After  Mr.Hirsch ' s  call  for  nominations  for  officers, it  was 
regularly  moved  and  seconded    ohat  the  following   officers   be  reelected 
for  another  term: 

President:  Mr .Marc el  Hirsch 
Vice-President:   Mr. John   oteinhart 
Secretary:  Mr. Jefferson  S.Peyser 
Treasurer:  Mr. Edgar  Sin ton. 

Before   the  motion  could  be  put   to  vote  ,LIr. Sin  ton  raised  a 
question  as  to  whether  voting  should  be  deferred  to  a  later  meeting 
because   of  the    absence    of  four  directors.   Those  present  were  Messrs. 
Hirsch, Robert  Levison, Edgar  3inton,V/alter  A. Haas, Marco  hellman, Alfred 
Karp  and  Dr. Abraham  Bernstein. 

After  some   discussion  Dr. Bernstein  suggested  that   voting  take  place 
at  this  meeting.  There  being  no   object  ion, President   Hirsch  called  for  a 
vote  and  the  motion  was  passed  unanimously. 

Eugene    B. Block  ,  edit  or   of    The  Bulletin,  then  discussed  with  the    board 
a  number  of  problems  relating  to  limited  space  in   the  publication. 
Mr.Hirsch  announced  that   he   would   ask  a  number  of   board  members   to 
meet   with  federation  officials   to   Discuss   the  matter. 

The  meeting   adjourned  at   1:15  P.M. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


Eugene   °.  Block 

Recorder  for  the   meeting 
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Appendix  H 


MINUTES  OF  A  SPECIAL  MEETING  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 

OF 
SAN  FRANCISCO  JEWISH  COMMUNITY  PUBLICATIONS,  INC. 

A  special  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  San  Francisco 
Jewish  Community  Publications,  Inc.,  was  held  on  January  21,  1965,  at 
the  hour  of  12:45  p.m.,  on  said  day  at  the  Concordia -Argonaut  Club, 
1142  Van  Ness  Avenue,  San  Francisco,  California. 

President  Marcel  Hirsch  presided  and  Jefferson  E.  Peyser 
acted  as  Secretary  of  the  meeting. 

Those  in  attendance  were: 

Newton  Bissinger 
Eugene  Block 
Robert  Levison 
John  Steinhart 
Edgar  Sinton 
Stuart  Greenberg 
Adrien  Falk 
Marcus  Alter 
Alfred  Karp 
Marcel  Hirsch 
Jefferson  E.  Peyser 

Absent:      Harold  Dobbs 

The  President  stated  that  the  purpose  of  the  meeting  was  to 
consider  a  course  of  conduct  to  be  pursued  by  reason  of  legal  pro 
ceedings  which  had  been  filed  against  a  group  of  persons  including 
this  corporation  for  alleged  libel. 

The  President  called  on  Mr.  John  Steinhart  to  explain  the 
nature  of  the  proceeding  and  to  make  his  recommendations. 

After  discussion,  it  was  duly  moved,  seconded  and  unanimously 
carried  that  the  firm  of  Steinhart,  Goldberg,  Feigenbaum  &  Ladar 
be  employed  to  defend  this  corporation.  It  was  further  moved  that 
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this  corporation  do  not  tender  a  defense  and  that  the  attorneys 
should  use  their  best  judgment  in  disposing  of  the  matter.  It 
was  further  moved,  seconded  and  carried  that  the  attorneys  would 
have  authority  to  associate  other  attorneys  with  them  if  in  their 
judgment  they  deemed  it  necessary  and  that  necessary  costs  and  a 
reasonable  fee  would  be  paid. 

NOW,  THEREFORE,  BE  IT  RESOLVED,  That  the  law  firm  of 
Steinhart,  Goldberg,  Feigenbaum  &  Ladar  be  and  they 
are  hereby  employed  to  defend  this  corporation;  and 

FURTHER  RESOLVED,  That  said  attorneys  shall  not  tender 
a  defense  and  shall  independently  act  as  their  best 
judgment  indicates;  and 

FURTHER  RESOLVED,  That  said  attorneys  are  hereby 
authorized  to  associate  other  counsel  as  in  their 
judgment  they  so  deem  necessary;  and 

FURTHER  RESOLVED,  That  this  corporation  pay  necessary 
legal  costs  and  a  reasonable  attorney's  fee  for  said 
services  . 


There  being  no  further  business,  the  meeting  adjourned. 


cretary  *• 
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ENDORSED 
FILED 

CERTIFICATE  OF  AMENEKENT  bm»  •««  tf  *•  l*r«wy  «i  $wi 

of  th«  State  of  California 

OP  AUG  9     1968 

FRANK  M,  JORDAN,  Secretary  of  State 

ARTICLES  OF  INCORPORATION  By  F.  C.  VOOfl 

Dtpufy 

OF 


MARCEL  HIRSCH  and  JEFFERSON  E.  PEYSER  certify: 

1.  That  they  are  the  President  and  the  Secretary  / 

respectively,  of  SAN  FRANCISCO  JEWISH  COMMUNITY  PUBLICATIONS, 
INC.,  a  California  corporation. 

2.  That  at  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  said  corporation,  duly  held  at  San  Francisco  ,  California, 
on    June  25,  1968  _  9  tne  rollowing  resolution  was 

adopted: 

"RESOLVED:  that  Article  THIRD  of  the 
Articles  of  Incorporation  of  the 
corporation  be  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

"THIRD:  Said  Corporation  shall  have  no 
members  as  such.  No  gains,  profits  or 
dividends  of  the  Corporation  shall  be 
distributed  other  than  as  provided  by  the 
California  General  Non-Profit  Corporation 
Law.  In  the  event  of  the  liquidation  or 
dissolution  of  the  Corporation,  either 
voluntary  or  involuntary,  the  assets  of 
the  Corporation,  after  payment  of  all  of 
its  just  debts  and  liabilities,  shall  be 
distributed  to  The  Jewish  Welfare  Federation 
of  San  Francisco  *  Marin  County  and  The 
Peninoula,  or  to  any  successor  in  interest/ 
provided  that  if  at  the  time  of  liquidation 
or  dissolution  of  the  Corporation  neither 
The  Jewish  Welfare  Federation  of  San  Francisco, 
Marin  County  and  The  Peninsula  nor  any 
successor  in  Interest  are  then  In  existence  * 
then  the  assets  of  the  Corporation/  after 
payment  of  all  of  its  just  debts  and 
liabilities/  shall  be  distributed  to  such 
non-profit  fund/  foundation  or  corporation 
as  may  be  designated  by  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  this  Corporation  which  is  organized  and 

rt    «rr>  1  nM  v*»1  v   for   relictlona  .    charitable 
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or  educational  purposes,  which  has 
established  Its  tax  exempt  status  under 
§50l(c)(3)  of  the  Internal  Revenue  Code 
of  the  United  States." 


3,  That  the  members  have  adopted  said  amendment 
by  resolution  at  a  meeting  held  at  San  Francisco,  California, 
on  July  17,  1968      Thfit  thg  wordlng  of  the  amended 

article,  as  set  forth  in  the  members1  resolution,  is  the  same 
as  that  set  forth  in  the  directors'  resolution  in  Paragraph 
2  above. 

4,  That  the  number  of  members  who  voted  affirmatively 
for  the  adoption  of  said  resolution  is  _.  7       and  that 

k  1/2 
the  number  of  members  constituting  a  quorum  is     ' 

The  total  number  of  votes  entitled  to  be  voi 
amendment  is  8  3/4. 


MARCEL  HIRSCH/  president 


JEFFER&Ott  E.  PEYSER t  Secretary 

Each  of  the  undersigned  declares  under  penalty  of 
perjury  that  the  matters  set  forth  in  the  foregoing  certificate 
are  true  and  correct.  Executed  at  San  Francisco,  California, 

Qn 


^v 


MARCEL  HIRSCH,  President 


JEPFBRSON/OS.'  PEYSER,  Secretary 
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List  of   all   Former  Board  Members 
"(Jewish  Family  Service  Agency) 


Appendix  J 


Begins  with  the  year  1941 

Mrs.  Daniel  E.  Koshland 
Mr.  Stanley  H.  Sinton,  Jr. 
Mr.  Marcel  Hirsch 

Richard  L.  Sloss 


Mrs 
Mr. 

Mr. 


Frank  H.  Sloss 
Bernard  Woloski 


Mr.  Roy  Van  Vliet 

Mr.  Richard  Shainwald 

Mr.  A.  H.  Shragge 

Mr.  Leon  Livingston 

Mr.  Albert  C.  Wollenberg 

Mr.  Lloyd  Liebes 

Mrs.  L.B.  Coblentz 

Mrs.  Lloyd  S.  Ackerman  Jr. 

Mr.  Julius  Marx 

Mrs.  John  C.  Altman 

Mrs.  Roy  Van  Vliet 

Mr.  Hyman  Kaplan,  Executive  Officer 

Mrs.  Leo  Shapiro 

Mr.  Joseph  Branston 

Mr.  Lester  Lobe 

Mr.  Milton  Lees,  Jr. 

Mr.  Leo  J.  Simon 

Mr.  John  H.  Steinhart 

Mrs.  Robert  Louis  Goldman 

Mrs.  Walter  A.  Haas,  Jr. 

Mrs.  Robert  J.  Koshland 

Mr.  John  L.  Blumlein 

Mr.  S.  A.  Ladar 

Mr.  Samuel  Jacobson 

Mr.  Warren  Berl 


1941 
1941 
1942 
1942 
1942 
1942 
1943 
1943 
1945 
1945 
1946 
1946 
1946 
1947 
1947 
1947 
1948 
1948 
1948 
1951 


to  1942 
to  1942 
to  1945 
to  1943 
to  1941 
to  1946 
to  1941 
to  1942 
to  1945 
to  1941 
to  1946 
to  1947 
to  1947 
to  1947 
to  1948 
to  1954 
to  1948 
to  1958 
to  1948 
to  1945 
to  1955 
to  1952 
to  1952 
to  1952 
to  1953 
to  1953 
to  1953 
to  1954 
to  1952 
to  1954 
to  1957 


?  means  that  since  records  began  with  1941,  don't  know  exact 
date  started 
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List  of  all  Former  Board  Members 


Mr.  Harmon  Shragge 

1952  to  1957 

Mr.  Maurice  Knox,  Jr. 

1952  to  1959 

Mr.  Richard  Dinner 

1952  to  1956 

Mr.  Arthur  Cohen,  Jr. 

1953  to  1954 

Mrs.  Robert  Levison 

1953  to  1959 

Mrs.  Walter  Dessauer 

1953  to  1959 

Mrs.  Philip  Lilienthal,  Jr. 

1953  to  1959,  1962-? 

Mr.  Sidney  Rudy 

1954  to  1958 

Mrs.  John  Blumlein 

1954  to  1960 

Mr.  Philip  S.  Ehrlich,Jr. 

1955  to  1961 

Mrs.  Robert  J.  Goldstein 

1955  to  1960 

Mrs.  Walter  D.  Heller 

1956  to  1962 

Mrs.  S.  Marshall  Kempner 

1956  to  1962 

Dr.  Norman  Reider 

1956  to  ?? 

Mr.  Melvin  Swig 

1954  to  1962,  1966  to 

Mr.  Harold  Levy 

1957  to  ?? 

Mr.  Alfred  Barnston 

1957  to  ?? 

Mr.  Morton  Phillips 

1957  to  1958 

Mr.  Roger  Coffee 

1958  to  ?? 

Mr.  Julian  Caplan 

1958  to  1960 

Mr.  Norman  Coliver 

1959  to  ?? 

Mr.  Alfred  Fromm 

1959  to  ?? 

Mr.  Albert  Meyer 

1959  to  1961 

Mr  .  Percy  Barker 

1959  to  1961 

Mr.  Alfred  Karp 

1959  to  1961 

Mr.  Philip  Lilienthal,  Jr. 

1959  to  1961 

Mr.  Henry  Weil 

1959  to  1961 

Mrs.  Robert  Borovoy 

1959  to  ?? 

Mrs.  Maurice  F.  Knox,  Jr. 

1959  to  ?? 

Mrs.  Walter  Leff 

1961  to  1966,  1967-68 

Mrs.  Irving  F.  Reichert,  Jr. 

1961  to  ?? 

Mrs.  Bert  Rosenblum 

1961  to  ?? 

Mr.  Murray  J.  Waldman 

1961  to 

?  refers  to  gap  between  1962  and  1966,  don't  know  when  these 
people  terminated 


Page  Three 
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List  of  All  Former  Board  Members 


Mr.  John  Galen 
Mr.  Victor  Honig 
Mr.  William  Steif 
Mr.  Neville  Rich 
Mr.  Robert  Koshland 
Mr.  Donald  M.  Cahen 
Dr.  Arthur  Z.  Cerf 
Miss  Marianne  Goldman 
Rabbi  Alvin  I.  Fine 

(gap  between  1962  and  1966) 

Mr.  Robert  J.  Bransten 

Mrs.  Lloyd  W.  Dinkelspiel,  Jr 

Mrs.  Harold  C.  Dobbs 

Mrs.  Burt  Edelstein 

Mr.  Robert  M.  Levison  Jr. 

Mr.  Theodore  R.  Seton 

Mrs.  Robert  E.  Sinton 

Mr.  Carl  W.  Stern 

Mr.  Helmut  Erlanger 

Mr.  Robert  Guggenheim 

Mr.  Isadore  Pivnick 

Rabbi  Sanford  E.  Rosen 

Dr.  A.  Harvey  Salans 

Mrs.  Maurice  Sokolow 

Mrs.  George  K.  Herzog 

Mrs.  Marshall  Kuhn 

Herbert  Lehmann,  M.D. 

Mrs.  Allen  E.  Meier,  Jr. 

Mr.  Herbert  A.  Ginsberg 

Mrs.  James  W.  Abrahamson 

Mr .  Jerome  Brown 

Mr.  Nat  Landes 


1961  to  1966 

1961  to  ?? 

1961  to  1962 

1962  to  ?? 
1962  to 
1962  to 
1962  to  ?? 
1962  to 
1962  to  1966 


1966(?) 
1966(?) 
1966(?) 
1966(?) 
1966(?) 
1966(?) 
1966(?) 
1966(?) 
1966(?) 
1966(?) 
1966(?) 
1966(?) 
1966(?) 
1966  (?) 
1966  to 
1966  to 
1966  to 
1966  to 

1966  to 

1967  to 
1967  to 
1967  to 


to  1966 

to  1967 

to  1966 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to  1966 

to 
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Appendix  K 


LIST 

OF 

JF&CS  Board  of  Director's  Past  Presidents 
1941  to  Present 


Mrs.  Daniel  E.  Koshland 

Mr.  A.  J.  Shragge- 

Mr.  Lloyd  Liebes 

Mr.  Julius  Marx 

Mr.  Lester  Lobe 

Mr.  John  Steinhart 

Mrs.  Robert  J.  Koshland 

Mr.  John  Blumlein   U* 

Mr.  Warren  H.  Berl  tS 

Mr.  Maurice  Knox  <*' 

Mr.  Philip  S.  Ehrlich,  Jr. 

Mr.  Harold  L.  Levy 

(the  minutes  between  1962  and 
Mr.  Murray  "J.  Waldman 
Mr.  Theodore  R.  Seton   f/ 
Mr.  Ron  Kaufman    \/ 
Mr.  Lawrence  Goldberg 
Mrs.  Helene  G.  Cohen 
Mr.  Mortimer  Fleishhacker  III 
Mr.  Martin  H.  Eber 


1941 
1941 
1945 
1947 
1948 
1951 
1953 
1953 
1954 
1956 
1958 
1960 

1966  are  not  in 
1966 
1968 
1970 
1972 
1975 
1979 
1981 


-  1945 

-  1947 

-  1948 

-  1951 

-  1952 

-  1954 

-  1956 

-  1958 

-  1960 

-  1962 
the  books) 

-  1968 

-  1970 

-  1972 

-  1975 

-  1979 

-  1981 


Jewish  Family  and  Children's  Service  Agency 
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American  Jewish  Committee,   6-7, 

12,  22,  27-28,  40,  45-49 
American  Jewish  Congress,   47 
Ant i- Defamation  League,   22,  27- 
28,  48,  49 

Block,  Eugene,   50 

Blumlein,  John,   14 

Braden,  Amy  Steinhart,   3,  76 

California  Advisory  Committee  to 
the  Federal  Civil  Rights 
Commission,   72-74 

Coleman,  Jesse,   37 

Columbia  Boys'  Park  Club,   74-75 

Council  of  Jewish  Federations, 
General  Assemblies  of,   28 

Dinkelspiel,  Lloyd,  Jr.,   34 
Dinkelspiel,  Lloyd,  Sr. ,   18,  33- 

34 
Dobbs,  Annette,   38 

Emanu-El  Bulletin,  see  Jewish 

Community  Bulletin 
Eureka  Benevolent  Society,   2,  15 

Federation  of  Jewish  Charities, 

14-15 

Fisher,  Geoffrey,   50 
fundraising,   17-18,  20-21,  25-26, 

39,  58-60 

Goldman,  Rhoda  Haas,   37,  71 
Green,  Frances  D. ,   25 
Gunst,  Morgan,  Jr.,   35 
Gunst,  Morgan,  Sr. ,   35 

Haas,  Walter,  Jr. ,   74-75 
Haas,  Walter,  Sr. ,   57 
Hebrew  Academy,   24 
Heyman,  Ira,   72-73 
Hirsch,  Marcel,   50-51 


Israel,   18,  21,  39,  45-46,  58-59 

Jewish  Community  Bulletin.   50-53, 
see  also  Northern  California 
Jewish  Bulletin 

Jewish  Community  Endowment  Fund, 
29 

Jewish  Community  Relations 
Council,   36,  39 

Jewish  Defense  League,   24-25 

Jewish  education,   24,  61 

Jewish  Family  Service  Agency,   12- 
14 

Jewish  National  Welfare  Fund,   15 

Jewish  Welfare  Federation  (now 
Jewish  Community  Federation  of 
San  Francisco,  the  Peninsula, 
Mar in  and  Sonoma  Counties),   16- 
30,  39,  40-43,  55-57 
Advance  Division,   20-21 
budget  committee,   19,  21 
campaigns,   17-18,  20,  25 
committee  of  100,   18,  26 
executive  committee,   30 
Women's  Division,   25 

Kaplan,  Hyman,   12-13,  15 
Koshland,  Delphine,   37 
Kuhn,  Marshall  H. ,   17,  50,  63-66, 
80-81 

Ladar,  Samuel  A.,   10,  29 

Large  Cities  Budgeting  Conference, 

27-28 
Lurie,  Rabbi  Brian,   43-44 

Morocco,   63-65,  67 

Mount  Zion  Hospital,   56,  70-71 

Northern  California  Jewish 
Bulletin.  53-54.   See  also 
Jewish  Community  Bulletin. 

Northern  California  Joint  Defense 
Appeal,   49 
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Pike,  Bishop  James,   72-73 
Presidio  Open  Air  School,   5-6 

S&W  Company,   3 

Sampson,  John,   70 

San  Francisco  Committee  for 

Service  to  Emigres,   14 
Shragge,  Abe,   36,  51 
Sinton,  Edgar,   46,  52,  57 
Sloss,  Max,   33 
Sproul,  Robert  Gordon,   72-73 
Stanford  Convalescent  Home,   76-77 
Steinhart,  Amy  Sussman,   1,  3,  38 
Steinhart,  Jesse  H. ,   1,  3,  4-5, 

36,  72 
Steinhart,  John  H. 

education,   5-6 

family  background,   1-5 

legal  career,   7,  10 

religion,   6-7 

U.S.  Navy,  WWII,   8 

wives  and  children,   10-11 
student  sit-in,   61 
Stone,  Sylvia,   37 
Survey  Committee,  see  Jewish 

Community  relations  Council 
Swig,  Benjamin  H.,   34-35 
Swig,  Melvin  M. ,   63-67 
Swig,  Steven  L. ,   48 

Treguboff,  Sanford  M. ,   15,  17, 
22-23,  42-43,   55,  63,  67 

United  Bay  Area  Crusade,   30-31 
Utility  Workshop,   14 

Vienna,   65-66 

Warren,  Earl,   4-5,  7 
Weintraub,  Louis,   17-18,  21-23, 
25-26,  42-43,  55 

Zellerbach,  David,   70 


Eleanor  K.  Glaser 


Raised  and  educated  in  the  Middle  West.   During  World 
War  II,  spent  two  years  in  the  U.S.  Marine  Corps  Women's 
Reserve. 

Senior  year  of  college  was  taken  in  New  Zealand,  consequently 
A.B.  degree  in  sociology  from  University  of  Michigan  was 
granted  in  absentia.   Study  in  New  Zealand  was  followed  by  a 
year  in  Sydney,  Australia,  working  for  Caltex  Oil  Company. 

Work  experience  includes  such  non-profit  organizations  as 
Community  Service  Society,  New  York  City;  National  Society 
for  Crippled  Children  and  Adults  and  National  Congress  of 
Parents  and  Teachers  in  Chicago. 

After  moving  to  California  in  1966,  joined  the  staff  of  a 
local  weekly  newspaper,  did  volunteer  publicity  for  the 
Judah  Magnes  Museum  and  the  Moraga  Historical  Society,  and 
was  the  Bay  Area  correspondent  for  a  national  weekly  newspaper 
Also  served  as  a  history  decent  for  the  Oakland  Museum. 

Additional  travel  includes  Great  Britain,  Europe,  Israel, 
Mexico,  and  the  Far  East. 


' 
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U.C.  BERKELEY  LIBF 


